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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 6th July 2016 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Neal Hunt, Cllr Lorraine Keeble,  
 Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were two members of the public in attendance.  They wished to observe the Parish 
 Council meeting as they were new to the village. 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
  There was no Police Representative present.   
 
C Report from County Council 
 
 A report from the County Councillor was circulated with the agenda. 
 
  Pay and Display – Following the announcement regarding the pay and display a motion 

was put forward to Council to withdraw the pay and display initiative.  This was not supported 
and the pay and display will go ahead as planned. 

  
D Report from District Council 
 
 At the Full Council (DDDC) meeting held on 30th June the following items were discussed 

and agreed: 
 
 Big Belly Bins – 47 belly bins will be installed across Bakewell, Ashbourne, Wirksworth, 

Matlock and Matlock Bath replacing approximately 113 existing litter bins.  Not only are the 
big belly bins more efficient at taking waste and ensuring that litter is not later spread about 
by the wind or animals but they inform the office digitally when they need emptying and their 
use can be monitored.  They also will save the authority money 

 
 Memorial Gardens Toilets – Approval has been given to spend £236,000 on repairing and 

upgrading the toilet facilities at Memorial Gardens. 
 
 A Bat licence has been granted to allow works to continue and to cater for 2 separate 

species of bat observed in the roof space.  Work will commence in September 2016, with a 
completion early in the New Year.  Written agreement will be reached with the landlord of the 
Midland to allow the contractor access to the adjoining wall from 1st October. 

 
 Full Council also approved the provision of 6 temporary toilets until October with 

arrangements for the Clean and Green Team to clean them twice daily 7 days a week and 
an additional clean to be undertaken by the contractor 4 times a week at the time of 
emptying. 
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 Rita’s Fish Bar Appeal – Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that this appeal was ongoing and 
DDDC was awaiting the decision from the Planning Inspectorate.  Cllr Pawley stated that it 
could take 7-9 months for Inspectors to come out and we could be looking at September 
before a decision is made.  Cllr Pawley stated she would chase this up again in September. 

 
  Litter Bin – Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that she had contacted the Officer at DDDC to 

request that the litter bin in the flower bed at the station be moved as originally requested by 
the adopters.  In addition, she had further requested that the Heights of Abraham be 
supplied with a key to the litter bin on West Bank so they could continue to empty it.  This bin 
has recently been changed. 

 
 Travellers – Both Councillors reported that they had met with DDDC Officers and were 

putting pressure on the Leader of the Council and CEO to take action regarding the 
travellers.  Assurances have been given that this will form an agenda item at a future Council 
meeting when the whole issue of travellers throughout the Derbyshire Dales and the need for 
a permanent site will be discussed. 

 
 Both Councillors would wish for a public meeting with Officers present to answer questions 

on legal matters, enforcement, car parking issues. 
 
 DDDC will continue to have meetings to discuss a permanent site for the travellers. 
 
 Solutions to try and prevent the travellers from encamping on our car parks will be looked 

into.  These include putting up a barrier and injunctions.  Councillors stressed that the whole 
process of eviction takes time and money. 

 
 The public health aspect will also be looked at.  Concern was expressed about human 

excrement on the car parks during and once the travellers have left.  Cllr Pawley stated that 
she had visited Station Car Park after the last travellers had left and was concerned to find 
that visitors were parking where there was human excrement.  Measures will hopefully be 
now put in place that should the travellers return, the area where travellers encamp is 
cordoned off and cleaned thoroughly before visitors can park. 

 
 Illuminations – Both Councillors will be meeting with the Illuminations Manager to discuss 

arrangements for this year’s illuminations.  They will also be attending the meeting between 
DDDC, the Friends of Matlock Bath and the Parish Council to discuss the lights for 
Christmas on the 8th July. 

 
 Gullivers – It was reported that the banner on the walkway at Gullivers is now not 

considered an advertisement since it has been turned round and is no longer widely visible 
by the public.  However, Councillors confirmed that it can be seen from Jacob’s Ladder, 
Orchard Road and Upperwood Road. Cllr Pawley agreed to go back to the Enforcement 
Officer with this information. 
 
Clerk’s note: Cllrs Baranek and Wilderspin attended the full council meeting and the agreed 
presentation on the importance of the toilets to the village was made in the public session.  

 
 
Cllrs Purdy, Pawley and Ratcliffe were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 

 



Council Meeting 
 

01.07.16 Apologies 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Nick Grayshon and Jennifer Nettleship. 
 
02.07.16 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.07.16 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th May 2016 be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.07.16 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
   Road Problems on Waterloo Road – The Clerk reported that DCC had confirmed that  

  Waterloo Road will be temporarily closed until the report from AECOM has been received.  
  All residents of Waterloo Road will receive letters advising them of this.  Access to one of the 
  properties has been made for two residents who have mobility problems. 

 
   Area Community Forum – The Clerk reported that the next Area Community Forum  

  meeting will be held on 4th August 2016. 
 

05.07.16 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 

Village Evening – It was reported that the village evening will be held on Friday 14th 
October 2016.  The boatbuilders will row at 7.30 pm followed by a BBQ at The 
Temple Hotel paid for by the Parish Council. 
 
It was confirmed that two prizes had been secured for the village favourite from 
Hodgkinsons and the New Bath Hotel.  We are still pursuing a third prize. 
 
It was confirmed that Gullivers had agreed to the children having a free slot in the 
NerfZone and that further details will be in the September Newsletter. 
  

 Christmas & Lighting – Cllr Lorraine Keeble reported that she and the Clerk would 
be meeting with DDDC and the Friends of Matlock Bath regarding the festoon lights 
on 8th July.  The outcome of this meeting will be reported at the September meeting. 

 
 WW1 – It was reported that an exhibition, as part of the Heritage Lottery Grant for 

WW1, would be held from 6th August until 2nd October 2016. 
 
 Cllr Peter Baranek reported that the Committee was looking at heritage trails.  

Houses in the village where soldiers from the first world war lived will be identified 
and provided with a sticker or Perspex label to form a trail.  There will also be an 
accompanying booklet. The Committee is also looking at further information boards. 

 
  



 Seniors Lunch – It was reported that this year’s Seniors Lunch will be held at the 
New Bath Hotel on 5th December 2016.  Four quotes had been received and the 
Committee agreed on this venue in view of cost and ease of parking.  All venues 
have been notified of the outcome.   

 
 The Clerk commented that the Committee wished to be fair to all the establishments 

with regard to all of the Parish Council’s events. 
 
 Cllr Michael Wilderspin asked the Chair of the Activities Committee what the status 

was regarding the Act of Remembrance and Singing Round the Tree.  At the Council 
meeting (DDDC), when the renovations of the Memorial Gardens shelter had been 
discussed, assurances had been given to allow access to the War Memorial for these 
events.  It was reported that Mike Galsworthy, DDDC, had advised that it was not yet 
known how much of Memorial Gardens will be cordoned off during the renovations. In 
view of this the Committee had looked at ‘contingency’ plans to deal with these 
events. 

 
 Regarding the Act of Remembrance, Cllr Lorraine Keeble reported that the service 

around the war memorial will go ahead but on a much smaller scale.  There will be no 
electricity supply and it is unlikely there will be room for a full band.  As far as Singing 
Round the Tree is concerned, the Activities Committee looked at alternative sitings 
for the Christmas Tree.  It is hoped that the tree can be sited in the Pavilion Car Park 
where there will be sufficient room for the event.  If DDDC agree to this site, 
refreshments will be served at The Fishpond.    

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Activities Committee meeting held on 

21st June 2016. 
 

(b) Communications Committee 
 

It was reported that the Newsletter had now been delivered to all residents and 
businesses in the village.   
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Communications Committee meeting 
held on 21st June 2016. 
 

(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Woodland Trust Plants – It was reported that the Woodland Trust had agreed to 

supply some low trees to the Parish Council to plant in the Nature Reserve. This will 
form a hedge barrier between the Nature Reserve and the New Bath Hotel. 

 
 Concern was expressed as to the management of these trees but Cllr Peter Baranek 

said the Committee had looked at building a dry stone wall but this would prove too 
expensive.  The trees can be maintained by the Committee and an approach could 
be made to the owners of the New Bath to assist. 

 
 Trees and Viewpoints – Cllr Peter reported that he had met with representatives of 

DerwentWise regarding their project to identify various sites for tree management.  A 
plan will be drawn up and sent to DDDC and it was hopeful that work will start in the 
Autumn. 

 
  



 It was further reported that the Parish Council had been approached also by Matlock 
Civic Association who have been working with Matlock Town Council on a policy for 
tree management in Matlock.  They would like to initiate a programme of action to 
open up some of the iconic views that have been lost to tree and scrub growth.  
Some of the case studies identified include land in Matlock Bath and they would like 
the Parish Council to become involved in this work.  It has been agreed by the 
Environment Committee to perhaps meet with the Civic Association in due course to 
discuss this. 

 
(d) Facilities Committee  

 
Sports Area – It was reported the Community Payback Team had started work on 
the sports area.  So far the bulk of the vegetation had been cleared and bagged and 
the old fencing cut into manageable pieces.   DDDC will take away the bagged 
vegetation.  Cllr Neal Hunt agreed to contact a local scrapyard to take away the old 
fencing.        Cllr Neal Hunt 
 
The Payback Team will continue work on wire brushing the metal posts and apply 
hammerite, wire brush the rebound/kickboards and apply a preservative. 

 
 War Memorial – The Clerk reported that the contractors were hoping to clean the war 

memorial on 10th July.  Concern was expressed over the dust during the renovations 
of the Shelter.  However, as there was green mould growing on the memorial, it was 
felt that it should be cleaned as soon as possible.  If, following the renovations, there 
is dust on the memorial, the Clerk agreed to ask the contractors to hose the memorial 
down to remove it. 

 
(c) Finance Committee 
 
 Payments 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 
 Twigg      £14.35 
 Temple      £20.00 
  David Russell (3000176) (Plants)  £16.98 
 Cllr M Wilderspin (petrol)   £21.98 
 Peak District Mining Museum (room hire) £200.00 
 John Gregory & Sons    £93.00 
 Crow Pie Marketing    £40.00 
 Spotless     £40.00 
 Twigg      £3.82 
 Plantscape     £576.00 
 Clerk, Expenses, June   £83.19 
 AO Cumbernauld (HMRC)   £59.44 
 John Gregory & Sons    £26.04 
 Denis Harvey (footpaths in Reserve)  £324.00 
 Clerk, Salary, June 2016    £876.64 
 Clerk, Materials for sports area  £29.95 
 Ashover Print     £489.00 
 
 TOTAL      £2,914.39 
 
 The Clerk tabled a copy of the statement of accounts for the period 1st April-30th June 

2016 for which she was thanked. 
 
(e) Planning Committee 
 

    There was nothing further to report. 
 



06.07.16 Into the Future Project 
 
 It was reported that the surveys will be on line until the end of July.  Surveys can be 

completed on line or in paper form and then dropped off at the General Store or Mining 
Museum or posted to the Mining Museum.   

 
 Students from Derby University will be in the village for 3 days towards the end of July to 

collect responses from visitors. 
 
 It was further confirmed that the report on the responses from the survey will be available in 

September. 
 
 Cllr Peter Baranek reported that he and Cllr Lorraine Keeble had attended a Tourist and 

Business Partnership workshop.  It was a forum in order to share ideas on how to promote 
tourism. 

 
07.07.16 Neighbourhood Planning 
 
 Cllr Trevor Bowmer outlined neighbourhood plans.  He confirmed that the Planning 

Committee were supporting the production of a plan provided the cost was within the grant.  
A neighbourhood plan gives the community a say on land use.  This means that, for 
example, we could stipulate that any land which is currently used for leisure and recreation is 
kept as that and therefore it could not be sold for any other use even if it is land does not 
belong to the Parish Council. 

 
 Cllr Peter Baranek asked if transport or cycleways/footpaths be included in the plan.  Cllr 

Bowmer responded that they could be included as long as they did not include highways.  
Cllr Peter Baranek also asked if the conservation, listed buildings, ancient woodlands, ASCA 
and SSSI could also be included as perhaps appendixes.  It was felt that this would be a 
good idea to recognise all these attributes within the village. 

 
 It was felt that the plan could take around 12 months. 
 
 Concern was expressed over workload involvement.  
 
 It was RESOLVED to produce a neighbourhood plan subject to costings.  It was agreed that 

the Finance Committee should check costings to ensure that they fall within the scope of the 
grant and that no money is used from the Parish Council funds. 

 
 Cllr Trevor Bowmer agreed to put together the costings in consultation with the Clerk and 

pass these to the Finance Committee. 
 
08.07.16 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a)  Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – It was reported that Network Rail was proposing 

  to close all of the rail foot crossings because of problems with safety.  It was further 
  reported that the Heights of Abraham had been contacted directly by Network Rail.  
  Consequently, a letter from the DVRP has been sent to Network Rail to outline their 
  concerns this will have on Matlock Bath. 

 

 (c) Illuminations – There was nothing to report. 

 
 (d) Friends of Matlock Bath – It was reported that the Friends of Matlock Bath have 

  some ideas for Christmas.  These will be notified to Councillors once they are  
  confirmed. 

 
 (e) Footpaths – It was reported that clearance of shrubbery on the footpaths is ongoing.  

  It was reported that on footpath 8 between Upperwood and up the slope to the top 
  field a tree has come down.  Arrangements will be made to remove the tree. 



 
09.07.16 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation, District 

Council, County Council or Police Report 
 
 There was nothing to report. 
 
10.07.16 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items were noted: 
 
 E-mail from DDDC regarding broken play equipment in Derwent Gardens 
 E-mail from DDDC regarding Matlock Bus Station closing times consultation 
 E-mail from DDDC regarding delays with waste and recycling collection 
  
 The following items were passed to DDDC: 
 
 E-mail from resident regarding cleaning of Aquarium roof  
 E-mail from resident regarding noise pollution & fireworks  
 
 E-mail from Temple Hotel – It was agreed to write to the Temple to acknowledge their 

correspondence. 
 
11.07.16 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 28th September 2016. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 


