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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 29th November 2017 at 7.00 pm at The New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Cllr Michael 

Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 No members of the public were present. 
  
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police representative present. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
  There was no County Council representative present. 
 
D Report from District Council 
 
  Cllr Garry Purdy was welcomed to the meeting. 
 

Cllr Purdy reported that the issue of the tiles in the gentlemen’s toilets in Memorial Gardens 
is being investigated. A report had been received that the tiles were missing or had been 
taken down. 

 
 Councillors expressed their concern over the introduction of a new policy regarding licences 
 and leases for siting equipment on DDDC land.  In addition, they reported that they were 
disappointed that the introduction of this policy had not been notified to the Parish Council. 
 
Following a meeting with DDDC concerning the new lights, the Parish Council had been 
advised that they would need to apply for a licence to site the village Christmas Tree and 
lights in Memorial Gardens.  In addition an Events Form, together with a risk assessment 
and proof of insurance, would need to be submitted.  Although DDDC has confirmed that the 
cost of the licence (£50) will be waived for this year, a more permanent arrangement would 
need to be made in 2018.  However, it was not known the cost implication of this.  It was 
stressed that the Parish Council was happy to contribute to the electricity costs as discussed 
with DDDC. 
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The Clerk reported that the Parish Council has been sent a draft lease for the storage of 
Christmas lights in the roof of Memorial Shelter.  Cllr Purdy reported that he had spoken to 
an Officer at DDDC who had confirmed that the proposal is for a 3 year lease with a £1 per 
annum rent.  The cost of the lease will be £400 plus the Parish Council’s own legal fees.  
Councillors reported that they would preferably be looking for at least a 7 year lease.  
Councillors expressed concern that should the Parish Council agree to the lease, the area is 
not secure as it is also utilised by Matlock Electrical (on behalf of DDDC) and Matlock Town 
Council.  Cllr Purdy suggested that the Parish Council write to Mike Galsworthy, Estates 
Department and the Legal Department requesting negotiation of the lease. 
 
It was further reported that for the siting of the new signposts and lecterns (to be purchased 
through the LEADER grant funding), the Planning Department had advised that the Parish 
Council would need to apply for advertisement consent.  The Parish Council will need 
confirmation from DDDC that a licence or lease will also need to be drawn up since two of 
the lecterns will be sited on DDDC land.   

 
Cllr Wilderspin asked if the issue of licences/leases could come under Local Authority 
exemption. 
 
Concern was expressed over the lack of notification of the new policy and negotiation 
together with the overall costs to the Parish.  The Clerk stated that the Parish Council 
currently has no budget for leases and if they were expected to pay for such, a clear 
indication of this would have to be made by DDDC so accurate precept setting could be 
included for 2018/2019.   
 

  Cllr Purdy confirmed that he would be meeting with the Leader of the Council to talk through 
 these issues. 

 
It was reported to Cllr Purdy that the 2 new electricity supply boxes in Memorial Gardens had 
not been completed.  The one box has got cable and a connector but is not fixed and cannot 
be used. 
 
Councillors reported to Cllr Purdy that one of the fish and chip shops had reported an 
increase in litter due to the rationalisation and installation of the big belly bins.  They had 
further requested that the 3 benches, which belong to the Parish Council, be removed.  It 
was further reported that the owner of the units had offered to purchase a big belly bin to 
help alleviate the problem but to date had not received a response from DDDC.  Cllr Purdy 
agreed to look into the matter. 

 
Cllr Purdy was thanked for attending the meeting. 
 



Council Meeting 
 
01.11.17 Apologies 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal 

Hunt, Cllr Dave Mowle.   
 
02.11.17 Declaration of Members’ Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.11.17 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th September 

and 16th November 2017 be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.11.17 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
 Storage in Memorial Shelter – The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from the 

Legal Department from DDDC concerning the drawing up of a lease to store materials above 
Memorial Shelter.  This arose from a new policy introduced by DDDC last April which 
unfortunately had not been communicated to Parish Councils.  The Clerk confirmed the 
matter had been taken up with Cllrs Purdy and Pawley to establish how and why this had 
come about.  Councillors asked whether storage could be found elsewhere but the Clerk 
explained that if storage was elsewhere, ie Matlock Storage, there would be problems with 
transporting Christmas lights and equipment ‘to and fro’ the storage. 

 
 Road Sweeper – The Clerk reported that although Councillors felt in theory this was a good 

idea, in practice it was perhaps not yet achievable.  Problems include health and safety 
issues, storage, maintenance, emptying, insurance costs and the actual purchase of the 
sweeper.  It was felt that this is something which could be re-visited at a later date. 

 
05.11.17 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 

Presentation Evening – It was reported that the Presentation Evening at the New 
Bath Hotel had gone extremely well.  Prize winners of the Art Competition and 
Photography Competition attended at which prizes were awarded.  Volunteers were 
also invited to the presentation to acknowledge the work they do for us.  Thanks to 
Andrew Pugh and the Heights of Abraham for sponsoring the light refreshments. 

 
Seniors Lunch – Cllr Lorraine Keeble reported that the seniors lunch was being held 
on 1st December and there were 50 attendees. 
 
Singing Round the Tree – Cllr Lorraine Keeble reminded Councillors that this will be 
held on 18th December in Memorial Gardens at 7.00 pm.  Refreshments will be 
provided in the Midland Hotel afterwards. 
 
It was reported that the Christmas Tree will be supplied and delivered by Sturts of 

 Cromford by week ending 1st December.  The lights will be fitted that weekend. 
 
The Clerk reported that following the introduction of a new policy at DDDC, as the 
Parish Council were ‘plugging into’ DDDC infrastructure for the Christmas Tree and 
the tree lights, an Events Form would need to be completed.  A risk assessment and 
proof of insurance also has to be sent with the form. The Clerk agreed to arrange 
this.        Parish Clerk 
 



It was further reported that some of the new winter lighting purchased through the 
LEADER grant would be put up week beginning 4th December.  The electricians fitting 
the lights will meet with DDDC’s electricians on site prior to fitting. 
 
WW1 – It was reported that the end of grant report had finally been submitted to 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  It is hoped that this will now be signed off.   
 
It was reported that the Committee who had overseen the WW1 project was keen to 
take the project further.  It was hoped to include a walking trail of where soldiers lived 
and researching the links to the Canadian hospital 1917-1919. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Activities Committee meeting held on 
12th October 2017. 
  

(b) Communications Committee 
 

Newsletter - It was reported that the newsletter is currently being prepared and will 
be delivered towards the end of the week beginning 4th December. 
 
Cllr Michael Wilderspin agreed to deliver the Newsletters to Clifton Road and Cllr 
Jennifer Nettleship agreed to deliver around the Holme Road/Masson 
Road/Brunswood Road/Hope Terrace area.  
 
Noticeboard – It was reported that the noticeboard formerly by the Community 
Centre will be relocated to Artists Corner.  This will replace the noticeboard currently 
there which is in disrepair and is too small.   
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Communications Committee meeting 
held on 12th October 2017. 

 
(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Summer Florals – It was reported that following a complaint to the suppliers, £200 

had been offered in compensation.  This has been rejected as it was felt to be 
insufficient.   

 
 Woodland Trust Trees – It was reported that two volunteers had completed the 

planting of the trees in the Nature Reserve which now forms a hedge from the main 
gate to the Wapping. There are 40 plants left and the Committee has agreed to 
‘earth’ these up and replace any dead trees next year. 

 
 Designation of a Local Nature Reserve – It was reported that the Committee had 

considered applying for the Nature Reserve to be designated as a Nature Reserve. 
This would open up opportunities for the Parish Council to apply for grant funding.  
Although Derbyshire Wildlife’s Friday Team would be undertaking two days of work in 
the Nature Reserve for free, any further work would have to be paid for. 

 
 In order to obtain the designation, DDDC as the empowering authority, would need to 

approve the proposal.  It was reported that the current lease on the Nature Reserve 
would have to be surrendered and a new 21 year lease taken out.  The cost of the 
lease will be £400 plus £150 to register the Nature Reserve on Land Registry.  In 
addition, there might be legal costs for the Parish Council.  It was confirmed that the 
cost of the new lease could be taken out of the Nature Reserve budget. It was 
RESOLVED to do this as this will result in a long term saving to the Parish Council.  

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Environment Committee meeting held 

on 3rd October 2017. 
 



(d) Facilities Committee  
 
War Memorial - It was reported that an application to have the war memorial listed 
has been submitted to Historic England. The Parish Council thanked Charles 
Beresford for his input with the comprehensive wording of the listing. 

 
Sports Area – Although, as agreed, a grant application will be submitted to Sport 
England to renovate the sports area, Councillors discussed whether the sports area 
should be rented out in the meantime in order to raise funds for the renovation 
budget.  Councillors unanimously agreed that the sports area should be rented out 
again this year.   

 
The Clerk reported that she had received two enquires to hire out the sports area 
during school holidays.  Councillors agreed that a specification be drawn up outlining 
the type of activity acceptable in the area.  This will then be submitted to full Council 
for a decision. 
 
As Councillors have agreed that the area be rented out, the planning application 
submitted last summer will need to be re-submitted.  It was suggested that a meeting 
with Planning be arranged to obtain advice on what is acceptable.  The Clerk agreed 
to contact the Planning/Case Officer to obtain suitable dates and these will be 
circulated to all Councillors to ascertain who was available to attend.  
          Parish Clerk 
 
Benches – It was reported that the tenant of one of the fish and chip shops had 
requested the 3 benches located by their premises be removed.  This is due to an 
increase in litter and associated costs to the Fish Bar.  The owner of the unit has 
been contacted and agreed that they should be removed. 
 
It was further reported that the owner of the unit had written to DDDC offering to 
purchase a new big belly bin which could be located by the Fish Bar but as yet no 
response has been received (see District Councillor’s Report). 
 
Councillors agreed that before the benches are removed more investigation is made 
into land ownership and whether the proposal will be considered by DDDC. 

 
(e) Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED 
 

    Clerk, Office Expenses    £97.68 
    Twigg        £6.80 
    Spotless (September)     £40.00 
    Wish Computers Ltd     £80.00 
    Clerk, prizes Art     £9.90 
    Clerk, Refreshments     £11.15 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    Hot Graphix      £10.00 
    AO Cumbernauld (HMRC)    £63.34 
    Clerk, Office Expenses     £211.30 
    Clerk, Photography Competition Prizes  £50.00 
    Mining Museum     £50.00 
    Clerk, Salary, October    £859.06 
    Platts Harris      £46.68 
    Denis Harvey      £112.50 
    Denis Harvey      £475.00 
    Denis Harvey      £97.50 
     



    J Shepherd (Art, 1st Prize), 300204   £150.00 
    S Allen (Art, 2nd Prize), 300205   £100.00 
    J Buckland (Art, 3rd Prize), 300206   £50.00 
    S Parkin (Art, 3rd Prize), 300207   £50.00 
    L Hardy (Art, Innovative), 300208   £50.00 
    R Gray (Art, PC Award), 300209   £50.00 
    S Taylor (Art, Highly commended), 300210  £30.00 
    J Smith (Photography, 1st Prize), 300211  £80.00 
    T Storey (Photography, 2nd Prize), 300212  £65.00 
    S Beynon (Photography, 3rd Prize), 300213  £50.00 
    S Williams (Photography, Hidden Gem), 300214 £30.00 
    D Senaratne (Photography, HoA), 300215  £30.00 
    R Parker (Photography, PC Award), 300216  £30.00 
    S Watson (Photography, MM), 300217  £30.00 
    S Barnett (Photography, Heritage), 300218  £30.00 
    J Goodwin (Photography, Illuminations), 300219 £30.00 
    P Sutcliffe (Photography, HT), 300220  £30.00 
    P Reed (Photography, Villager), 300223  £30.00 
    P Keeble (Photography, New Bath), 300222  £30.00 
    Cathy Cresswell     £43.37 
    Spotless      £40.00 
    NEST (pension)     £101.81 
    New Bath Hotel (refreshments at presentation) £200.00 
    Matthew Heywood (remembrance)   £30.00 
    Poppy Appeal (300224)    £50.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    AO Cumbernauld (HMRC)    £63.34 
    Clerk, Salary, November 2017   £859.06 
    NEST       £101.81 
      
    TOTAL      £4735.30 
 
   Grants Awarded - It was RESOLVED to award grants as follows: 
 
   Children’s Christmas Party - £300 
   DASAC (Raft Event) - £350 
 

The Clerk reported that neither of these applications had been received before the 
 October deadline. It was stressed that the purpose of the deadlines is to allow the 
Parish Council to budget more effectively and enable unspent funds to be vired to 
other budget heads.  It was agreed that the applicants should be advised that they 
meet future deadlines to prevent a delay in considering applications. 
 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) – The Clerk reported that the Data 
Protection Act 1998 will be replaced with the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) from 25th May 2018.  The new regulation will create more work.  Part of the 
new regulation is that a Data Protection Officer will need to be identified.  The Clerk 
further reported that DALC were looking into the possibility of offering this service but 
there would be a charge.  The charge is not yet known.  This matter will be discussed 
further at the January meeting. 

 



(e) Planning Committee 
 
 The following recommendations from the Planning Committee were RESOLVED: 
 
 17/00934/OUT – Residential Development – Harveydale Quarry, Matlock – No 

objection 
 

 To note the decision notice from DDDC regarding the following application: 
 
 17/00504/FUL – Land Adjacent to Rock Cottage, St Johns Road – Erection of 

Dwelling – Refused 
 
 To note the following: 
 
 APP/P1045/C/17/3178158 & 3178159 – 2 Primrose Cottages, St Johns Road – 

Appeal of Enforcement Notice. 
 
06.11.17 LEADER Grant 
 
 It was reported that the contract for the LEADER grant has now been signed after questions 

raised at the Extraordinary Meeting on 16th November 2017 had been answered satisfactorily. 
 
 It was reported that the quote for the first phase of the winter lighting had increased by £300.  

This will be covered by the income/donations received. 
 
 It was reported that any changes to the original specifications will have to be notified to the 

Peak Leader Team.  As a result, new quotes may need to be obtained. 
 
07.11.17 Matlock Bath Station 
 
 It was reported that the planting of the winter florals has been completed.  Cllr Wilderspin 

reported that he and another adopter had completed the painting of the fence on the station. 
 
 It was reported that Network Rail has erected a new fence at the station to prevent 

passengers from walking down the far end of the platform.  Cllr Wilderspin agreed to arrange 
the painting of the fence. 

 
08.11.17 Matlock Bath Development Association CIC 
 
 A document outlining the work currently being undertaken by Matlock Bath Development 

Association CIC was tabled. 
 
 Destination Matlock Bath – A new community Facebook page managed by MBDA where 

anyone can post things of interest about Matlock Bath for residents, businesses or visitors.   
 
 Heritage – The Heritage Committee is continuing their work on a series of interpretation 

panels to be sited around the village and linked with an app which can be downloaded and 
provide further information. 

 
 Communications – The Committee has developed a website, Facebook page, created a 

logo and continue to look at ways to promote and advertise what the village has to offer. 
 
 Frankenstein – This project with Sheffield University continues to develop.  Two students will 

be allocated to work on the project.  7 organisations have offered to organise events around 
the them and it is hoped to have a meeting with all interested parties in the New Year.  
Currently it is envisaged that the main ‘event’ will take place over a 9 day period in the 
autumn.   

 
  



 Historic England – Our joint application with DCC, DDDC, Marketing Peak District and 
Derbyshire and the Parish Council was not successful.  Historic England, however, were 
impressed with what MBDA wants to do in the village and have offered to assist, firstly by 
facilitating a conference in the Spring that will bring together all parties with an interest in 
taking the aims and objectives of the MBDA forward in a collaborative way. 

 
 Green Man Trail – DDDC has agreed that a Green Man Trail can be installed in Derwent 

Gardens and along Lovers Walk.  The Friends of Matlock Bath has kindly given a contribution 
to the initiative but the remaining funds for the project has yet to be secured. 

 
 Accessibility Survey – MBDA has been awarded a grant from DerwentWise to carry out an 

accessibility study of the village, all the public areas, parks etc.  Once the survey has been 
carried out, they will produce a leaflet that will be available for residents, businesses and 
visitors.  An action plan will also be produced to highlight problem areas. 

 
 New Members – MBDA is looking for new members to join the team and help take the 

Association forward.  Anyone interested can contact info@matlockbathda.co.uk or via the 
website – www.matlockbathda.co.uk  

 
09.11.17 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Cllr Wilderspin reported that he would be  

  attending the next meeting of the Derwent Valley Rail Partnership and would report 
  back at the next meeting. 

 
 (b) Illuminations – It was reported that a de-brief meeting for the 2017 illuminations had 

  been held on 28th November.  Notes of the meeting will be circulated to all  
  Councillors.  It was reported that a working group will meet regularly to discuss the 
  illuminations and suggestions made at the de-brief meeting.  It is expected that the 
  Parish Council will be invited to nominate a representative to join the working group. 

 
   (c) Footpaths – It was reported that undergrowth will be cleared from the footpaths  

   shortly. 
  

10.11.17 Urgent Matters/matters for the next agenda raised in public participation, District 
Council, County Council or Police Report 

 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
11.11.17 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items of correspondence were noted: 
 
   Circulated to all Councillors: 
 
   DCC – Update on Waterloo Road 
   DCC – Road closure – Starkholmes Road 
   DCC – Derbyshire Connect 
   DCC – Mobile Library Updated timetables 
   DCC – East Midlands Franchise Consultation 
   Matlock Town Council – Raft Event Judging 
   Amber Valley Borough Council – Pre-submission of Local Plan 
   DDDC – Pav Parking Meter vandalism 
   DCC – DfT Community Rail Strategy Consultation 
   Peak District National Park Authority – Modifications to the Publication Version of the  
   Development  Management Policies Document 
   DALC – e-mail regarding vending shops in Churches 
 
   E-mail from resident re water running down Clifton Road – Passed to DCC 
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12.11.17 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 24th January 2018. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 


