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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 28th September 2016 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal Hunt,  
 Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There was one member of the public in attendance.  He identified himself as a co-organiser 
 of the Matlock Bath Music Festival.  He stated that he was concerned about an article which 
 had appeared in the Parish Council’s Newsletter - “A View from the Bath”.  He stated that he 
  wants to work  with all agencies in the village to ensure that there are no problems in any 
 future Music Festival Event and that if the Parish Council receives complaints of noise or 
 behaviour to contact him direct. 
 
 He was thanked for attending. 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
  There was no Police Representative present.   
 
C Report from County Council 
 
 Cllr Irene Ratcliffe sent her apologies.  

  
D Report from District Council 
 
 Travellers Site – Cllr Pawley confirmed that at the DDDC Full Council meeting the traveller 

situation would be discussed.  Various preventative measures were being looked at to 
protect car parks such as barriers.  However, there was a cost implication when looking at 
barriers and the cheapest option would be to provide a permanent site for the travellers. She 
confirmed that DDDC was supporting the idea of 6 pitches at Ashbourne. 

 
 Pavilion Toilets – It was reported that after the current season the Pavilion toilets would 

receive a good clean. 
 
 Urinating in Public – It was reported that there had been an incident in the village with 

parents allowing children to urinate on the street and that the parents had become abusive 
when approached by a resident.   

 
 Consultations – It was reported that currently consultations are only advertised on the 

DDDC website.  Cllr Pawley has requested that in future a digital poster be sent to the Clerks 
of the relevant Parish Council so it can be advertised on their website and on the 
noticeboard. 

 
  

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 Cllr Pawley reported that she had met with a local trader who was concerned about a 
number of problems in the village.  One concern was the cleanliness of the pavements.  Cllr 
Pawley agreed to pursue this. 

 
 Cllr Pawley was asked if she knew why the fish had been removed from the pond outside the 

Pavilion.  She agreed to find out but thought it was because the pond was being cleaned. 
 
  
Cllr Pawley was thanked for attending the meeting. 
 

Council Meeting 
 

01.09.16 Apologies 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Michael Wilderspin, Lorraine Keeble and 
 Dave Mowle. 
 
02.09.16 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.09.16 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th July 2016 be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.09.16 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
   Area Community Forum – The Clerk reported that the next Area Community Forum  

  meeting will be held on 18th October.  She asked if anyone was available to attend to let her 
  know. 

 
   Grass Verges – The Clerk reported that a resident had complained about vehicles parking 

  on the grass verge outside of properties on the A6.  This was causing problems with the  
  grass, especially in inclement weather.  After consulting DCC, it was confirmed that very little 
  could be done to prevent this.  However, a proposal had come forward for a semi- 
  circular raised grass bed with “Welcome to Matlock Bath”.  After discussion it was agreed the 
  matter be passed to the Environment Committee to investigate.  It was acknowledged that 
  although this would not solve the problems with people parking on the grass verge, it was 
  something to consider.      Environment Committee 

 
  Open Meeting Re Travellers – The Clerk reminded Councillors that DDDC had organised a 

meeting for both residents and businesses to discuss the traveller situation.  The meeting will 
be held on 6th October at 6.00 pm in the Pump Room. 

 
 Matlock and Matlock Bath Guide – The Clerk confirmed that this guide had now been 

printed and was available at various outlets in Matlock and Matlock Bath.  It was raised as to 
how often the guide will be printed.  The Clerk agreed to find out. Parish Clerk 

 
 Spare Ground on Holme Road – The Clerk reported that work had been undertaken on the 

spare ground on Holme Road which used to be used as a children’s play area.  DDDC 
confirmed that a 3ft pedestrian gate, to open inwards onto the land, with fencing either side 
to deter dogs will be installed.  There is no intention to install play equipment and dog fouling 
signs have been installed and there will be patrols to enforce them.  However, a resident has 
said that in the 1980s the area was a designated children’s play area.  Although the Clerk 
had contacted DDDC about this, no response had yet been received.  She agreed to follow it 
up.         Parish Clerk 

 



05.09.16 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 

It was reported that the Activities Committee would be meeting on 3rd October to 
confirm all arrangements for forthcoming events. 
 
It was confirmed that four eateries in the village had agreed to sponsor the prizes in 
the Village Favourite Competition. 

 
 Christmas & Lighting – It was reported that following a meeting with the FOMB and 

DDDC and after further investigations, it had been confirmed that all the lighting used 
during the illuminations would be moved to Matlock for the Christmas period.  
Therefore we would not have lighting in the village as had been hoped. 

 
 After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council should look at providing 

Christmas lights.  However, it was agreed that this would have to be done over a 
period of years.  Cllr Nick Grayshon suggested purchasing laser boxes for the 
traders.  This will be discussed fully at the Activities Committee meeting. 

 
 WW1 – It was reported that the exhibition currently on in the Pump Room would close 

on Sunday 2nd October. 
 
 It was further reported that the project had been held up considerably because of the 

work currently in Memorial Gardens.  Cllr Peter Baranek outlined the plans for further 
ideas for the project.  However, this would be subject to applying for a further grant 
and manpower available.  It was agreed that a further grant should be pursued. 

 
 Communications Committee 

 
It was reported that the Newsletter had now been delivered to all residents and 
businesses in the village.   

 
(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 DerwentWise – It was reported that DerwentWise had send through a first draft of a 

comprehensive report for the work to be carried out in November.  It included opening 
the views in Matlock Bath.  The report will be circulated to all Councillors. 

 
 Overhanging Trees – Following concerns raised by a resident, DCC had contacted a 

landowner requesting that their overhanging trees/shrubbery be pruned so it did not 
overhang the highway.  The landowner has agreed to do the work in due course.  
This will be monitored by the Highway Inspector. 

 
 Further problems with overhanging shrubbery were identified and the Clerk agreed to 

ask DCC to write to the landowners requesting they cut back their trees/shrubs. 
           Parish Clerk 
 
 Winter Service Scheme – It was RESOLVED to continue participating in the Winter 

Service Scheme. 
 
 Litter Picks & Bags – Cllr Nick Grayshon asked if the “Clean for the Queen” initiative 

was still active as he knew of volunteers who would be willing to collect litter around 
Holy Trinity Church.  The Clerk agreed to contact DDDC to see whether it was still 
possible to obtain litter picks from them.    Parish Clerk 

 
  
 



(d) Facilities Committee  
 
Sports Area – It was reported that over the summer the Community Payback Team 
had cleared undergrowth, stripped, wire-brushed and applied preservative to the 
kickboards and metal posts.  The area was now ready for the next stage of the 
renovation. 

 
 War Memorial – It was confirmed that the war memorial had been cleaned in July. 

 
(c) Finance Committee 
 
 Payments 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 

     Ashover Print      £66.00 
    Clerk (sports area expenses)    £31.08 
    Temple      £20.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    Clerk, Expenses, July 2016    £134.19 
    Cllr P Baranek (travelling expenses)   £10.55 
    Denis Harvey (footpaths)    £230.00 
    HMRC, July 2016      £54.92 
    Spotless      £40.00 
    Clerk, Salary, July 2016     £861.22 
    Cllr Michael Wilderspin (materials for sports area) £41.95 
    Clerk (WW1)      £17.22 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    HMRC, August 2016     £54.92 
    School Library Service (WW1)   £50.00 
    Plantscape      £396.00 
    Clerk, Expenses, August 2016   £47.56 
    Clerk, Salary, August 2016    £861.22 
    Spotless      £40.00 
    Stone & Marble     £360.00 
    Cllr Michael Wilderspin (petrol)   £36.30 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    Grant Thornton (audit)    £240.00 
    HMRC, September 2016     £54.92 
    Spotless      £40.00 
    Brunel Engraving (plaque for bench)   £36.54 
    Ashover Print      £320.00 
    Clerk, Salary, September 2016    £861.22 
    Clerk, Expenses, September 2016    £99.95 
    SLCC renewal      £149.00 
    Unity Bank Charges     £10.37 
    Robin Hall (WW1)     £57.35 
    Peak District Mining Museum (WW1)   £1,200.00 
     
 

  TOTAL      £6,542.48 
 
  
 The Clerk tabled a copy of the statement of accounts for the period 1st April-30th 

September 2016. 
 
  



 Pension Scheme for Employees – It was reported that new legislation meant that 
all employers were bound to provide a pension scheme for their employees if they 
meet certain criteria.  Information had been provided for the Finance Committee to 
discuss but it was agreed that a separate meeting would be arranged for the Finance 
Committee to look at the two options available.  Finance Committee 

 
 Annual Return/External Audit – The Clerk confirmed that the External Audit had 

been completed with no problems. 
 
 Storage – The Clerk reported that The Temple had agreed to provide storage for the 

Parish Council’s materials.  It was agreed that a monthly fee be paid for this. 
 
(e) Planning Committee 
 

    It was RESOLVED to accept the Planning Committee’s recommendations on the  
   following applications: 

 
    16/00441/FUL – Whistlestop Education Centre - Erection of Metal Storage Shed    
    16/00440/FUL - Heights of Abraham – Extension to cable car base station 
    16/00543/FUL - 2 Birklands, Brunswood Road – Single storey extension 
    T/16/00105/TCA – Land Opposite the Stables, Waterloo Road – Tree works 
    16/00658/FUL – 172 Dale Road – Rendering of rear and side elevations of dwelling 
    16/00645/FUL – Whistlestop Education Centre - Erection of Replacement Steps & 
    information boards 
 
    It was reported that DCC was currently investigating the unauthorised tree works  
    which had been reported in the village. 
 
06.09.16 Into the Future Project 
 
 Cllr Peter Baranek reported that he had hoped to circulate a copy of the Destination Report 

of the project undertaken by Derby University students.  However, the Steering Group 
meeting which was to have been held on 27th September had to be postponed.  The meeting 
will be re-arranged shortly.   

 
 It was agreed that the report would be circulated to the Parish Council but it was stressed 

that the report was only the first draft and still confidential.  It was reiterated that the Parish 
Council were leading on this project and would decide on the implementation of any 
recommendations and involve other agencies it affected.  It was reported that there were 
some very good recommendations in the report.  Cllr Peter Baranek 

 
07.09.16 Neighbourhood Planning 
 
 Cllr Trevor Bowmer reported that the Planning Committee would be meeting with Derbyshire 

Dales on 13th October to inform them of the Parish Council’s intention of submitting and 
adopting a neighbourhood plan.  He confirmed that consultation with residents/businesses 
would begin once there was more ‘concrete’ information to report. 

 
08.09.16 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a)  Pavilion – There was no report. 
 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Minutes of the last meeting had been circulated 

  to all Councillors. 
 

 (c) Illuminations – There was no report. 

 
 (d) Friends of Matlock Bath – There was no report. 
 
 (e) Footpaths – It was reported that Footpath 11 had been cleared by rangers following 

  a complaint by a resident. 



 
09.07.16 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation, District 

Council, County Council or Police Report 
 
 There was nothing to report. 
 
10.09.16 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items were noted: 
 
   E-mail from visitor re rats on the Parades – Passed to DDDC 
   E-mail from visitor re pirate ship – Passed to DDDC 
   E-mail from resident re chain on ground by High Tor – passed to DDDC 
   E-mail from resident re vandalism to Jubilee Bridge – passed to DDDC 
   E-mail from visitor re name of new business – passed to DDDC 
   E-mail re Green Man Sculpture Trail – passed to DDDC 
   E-mail from resident re noise from Music Festival – passed to DDDC 
 
    
   E-mail from DDDC re Local Plan – circulated to all Councillors 
   E-mail from resident re ‘boy races’ in Station Car Park – circulated to all Councillors 
   Copy of e-mail from two residents re Music Festival – circulated to all Councillors 
   E-mail from organisers of Music Festival – circulated to all Councillors 
 
   E-mail from resident re spare ground on Holme Road – see Clerk’s ongoing matters 
   Copy of e-mail from resident to DDDC re illuminations noise – noted 
   DCC – survey re travel patterns – pass to Environment Committee 
 
   E-mail re closure of Newholme Hospital – circulated to all Councillors – it was agreed that a 
   response be sent on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to draft a response 
   and circulate.        Parish Clerk 
 
 
11.09.16 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 23rd November 2016. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 


