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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 27th January 2016 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Neal Hunt, Cllr Lorraine Keeble,  
 Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 No members of the public were present. 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police Representative present but a report had been forwarded.  During the 

period 1st December 2015-21st January 2016 there had been 8 recorded crimes (two of 
which were theft from Masson Mill where an offender had been arrested and charged).  
There had been 2 reports of ASB with no reoccurring issues. 

 
C Report from County Council 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that there had been problems with visibility with vehicles exiting 

Holme Road onto the A6 due to scaffolding and parked vehicles.  She confirmed that this 
was been addressed. 

 
D Report from District Council 
 
  Cllr Garry Purdy reported that although it was originally hoped that the work to the Memorial 

Gardens toilets would start at the end of March once the bat nesting season had finished, a 
survey had uncovered further structural issues.  It is now estimated that the work will be 
finished in time for the illuminations. It was requested that notices explaining the situation be 
posted at the site. 

 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that the Local Plan Committee had approved the sites provisionally 

set aside for future house building.  No sites have been identified in Matlock Bath. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy and Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that they have been pursuing the trade and 

litter bin issues in order that a better service can be provided for the 2016 season.  The trial 
of the big belly bins had been successful and a report will be provided shortly. 

 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that the rubbish which had been tipped last year at South End 

had been screened by tree growth but now is visible.  This matter is ongoing. 
 
 Both Councillors reported that the Police Inspector had been in contact with the organisers of 

the bikers’ protest on 6th March.  He has impressed upon them that it is incumbent of the 
motor bikers to behave in a proper and civilised manner, otherwise they could alienate 
themselves from the public of Matlock Bath. 
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 The Clerk reported that the Police Inspector had reported that he would be speaking again to 
the organiser to reiterate that the protest needs to pass without any problems and all health 
and safety procedures adhered to.  Concerns had been expressed following comments on 
social media.  On the day, there will be three SNT officers present and 2 motorcycle officers. 

  
 
Cllrs Purdy, Pawley and Ratcliffe were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 

 
Council Meeting 

 
01.01.16 Apologies 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nick Grayshon. 
 
02.01.16 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.01.16 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th November 

2015 be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.01.16 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  

 Area Community Forum – Cllr Michael Wilderspin agreed to attend this meeting on 
23rd February 2016. 

 Trade Waste (DCC) – The Clerk reported that she was still awaiting confirmation as 
to how long traders have been given to remove their trade waste bins from DCC land 
and what the consequence would be if they were not. 

 New PCSO – It was reported that the new PCSO was Chloe Burrell.  She will attend 
a future meeting of the Parish Council with PC Chad Fullerton in order to introduce 
herself. 

 Street Furniture – The Clerk reported that no further information was available 
regarding the issue of street furniture.  Councillors agreed that DCC should be 
approached to send a letter to all businesses along the Parades requesting that they 
think about the amount and location of their street furniture to help progress this 
before the start of the new season.  The Clerk was asked to prepare a suggested 
letter and contact DCC.     Parish Clerk 

 
05.01.16 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 

Christmas Lighting – It was reported that the Committee had discussed extra 
lighting at Christmas at their last meeting.  It was hoped that further 
lighting/decorations could be provided but this would be discussed at a future meeting 
of the Committee.  The Chair of Activities acknowledged that a local trader was trying 
to organise a meeting of traders to discuss possible options and that following that 
meeting they should contact the Parish Council. 
 
Art Exhibition – It was reported that an exhibition of the past winners of the Pro 
Local Art Competition organised by the Parish Council would be held Spring Bank 
Holiday week in the Pump Room. 
 



  
 

Cllr Dave Mowle offered the use of the old Tourist Information Centre for free if that 
was any use. 
 
Clerk’s Note: Although this offer is appreciated, the Parish Council does not have its 
own display boards.  In addition, by holding it at the old TIC, the exhibition would 
have to be manned throughout the duration of the exhibition.  
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Activities Committee meeting held on 
11th January 2016. 

 
(b) Communications Committee 

 
It was reported that the Committee had agreed that the cost of an advert in the 
Newsletter should rise from £10 to £15 for an A6 size advert. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Communications Committee meeting 
held on 11th January 2016. 

 
(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 It was reported that the Pay Back Community Team will undertake some work in the 

village.  Three projects have been identified – clear and remove shrubbery/leaves in 
the sports area, clear shrubbery/litter around the cattle trough and along the A6 and 
clear shrubbery in the Nature Reserve.  In addition, a request would be made to clear 
shrubbery at South End behind the bus shelter. 

 
 Councillors were asked to identify any other areas where work could be carried out.  

The area of spare ground on Holme Road was identified and the Chair agreed to 
speak to the team to see if this could be added. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Environment and Conservation 

Committee meeting held on 8th December 2015. 
 
(d) Facilities Committee  

 
Sports Area – Cllr Dave Mowle outlined the proposal for the sports area.  He 
confirmed that a renovation project could cost in the region of £14,000.  He confirmed 
that the following would be done: 
 

 Remove the current fence and replace with new 

 Clean and maintain the posts and timber boarding 

 Lay tarmac and re-line 

 Create a surfaced walkway round outside of court 

 Extend area close to the wall on A6  

 Include trunking for electrical work at a future date 
 

 He reported that Twiggs had offered to sell brackets and other items at cost price to 
the Parish Council. 
 
It was reported that after the weekend of 30th/31st January the area would be cleared 
of all debris and ready for the next stage.  The next stage will be to remove the 
existing fence.   DDDC will then arrange for all surrounding trees to be 
pruned/removed to prevent any further problems of overhanging shrubbery. 
 
Cllr Dave Mowle agreed to supply an outline of works to the Clerk to be forwarded to 
DDDC to ensure that no planning permission was required.  Cllr Dave Mowle 
 
It was RESOLVED to go ahead with this project. 



  
 

 
 (c) Finance Committee 
 
 Grants – It was reported that a retrospective application had been received from the 

Raft Event organisers.  It was reported that the Committee agreed that as the 
application had missed the deadline and the fact that there was no further funding in 
the budget, the application could not be approved.  Funds may be available if a 
previous applicant does not submit any further invoices.  It was agreed to wait until 
the end of February and should no further invoices be supplied, the Committee will 
re-visit this retrospective application.  This was RESOLVED. 

 
 Payments 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 

 Temple        £175.00 
 Hot Graphix        £6.00 
 DALC        £50.00 
 Temple        £20.00 
 School Library (WW1)      £65.00 
 Clerk expenses, December 2015    £85.74 
 Clerk (prizes)       £40.78 
 Ashover Print       £405.00 
 Denis Harvey       £358.98 
 Gemma Books Ltd (grant)     £147.75 
 RDS         £248.23 
 Temple        £760.00 
 Flexiform        £89.00 
 HMRC (NI, December)     £38.75 
 Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
 Denis Harvey       £310.00 
 Spotless       £40.00 
 Clerk, Salary, December     £806.05 
 Brunel Engraving      £53.70 
 DALC        £50.00 
 Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
 Temple        £40.00 
 David Russell (300173)     £5.00 
 Clerk, Expenses, January 2016     £112.06 
 Midland Hotel       £350.00 
 Clerk, Salary, January 2016      £875.09 
 DDDC (training)      £70.00 
 Spotless (January 2016)     £40.00 
 HMRC (NI, January 2016)     £58.98 
 
 Total        £5,381.11 
 
 Litter Sweeper – It was reported that the Committee had discussed the possibility of 

employing a litter sweeper.  However, after discussion it was RESOLVED that the 
appointment of a litter sweeper/cleaner was not possible due to lack of funds. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 

25th January 2016. 
 



  
 

(e) Planning Committee 
 
 St Johns Road – It was reported that there was no official sign which could be 

erected at the bottom of St Johns Road to help solve the parking problems 
encountered by residents.  It was agreed to contact the spokesperson for St Johns 
Road to let her know that the Parish Council had investigated this matter fully with the 
County Council and that there was nothing further which could be done.  However, 
the Parish Council will pursue with DDDC the possibility of closing the road during the 
illuminations season.      Parish Clerk 

 
 Holme Road – It was reported that the new order for the extension of double yellow 

lines at the top of Holme Road was out for consultation. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 

5th January 2016. 
 

06.01.16 Power of General Competence 
 
  Council considered a report submitted by the Clerk on adopting the Power of General 

Competence.  A discrepancy arose as to whether Councillors had to receive training before 
this power could be adopted.  The Clerk agreed to obtain clarification.  It was therefore 
agreed that a decision as to whether this Power be adopted to be deferred to the next 
meeting. 

 
 Clerk’s Note: Councillor training is no longer required in order for Councils to adopt the 

Power of General Competence. 
 
07.01.16 Precept for 2016/2017 
 
 Council discussed the precept for 2016/2017.  It was RESOLVED to set the precept at 

£27,000.   
 
08.01.16 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – It was reported that the Pavilion would be acting as a collection centre for 

  the Hummingbird project.  Good, warm clothes can be dropped off at the Pavilion on 
  Friday and Saturday mornings for refugees.  For more information, contact the  
  Pavilion Group. 

 
(b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – The notes from the last meeting had been 

circulated to all Councillors.  There was nothing further to report. 
 
(c) Illuminations – It was reported at the meeting held in December that 68,000 visitors 

had attended the illuminations in 2015 compared to 45,000 in 2014.   This was due to 
the increased firework evenings.  Although it was confirmed that a profit had been 
made the figures were as yet not available.  DDDC is looking to reinvest into this 
year’s illuminations and confirmed that they would be held between 10th September-
29th October. 

 
(d) Friends of Matlock Bath – There was nothing to report. 
 
(e) Footpaths – It was reported that Robin Mitton had agreed to be the Footpaths 

Officer.  Robin will walk the paths and report any problems to the Parish Council. 
 

09.01.16 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 



  
 

10.01.16 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the District and County Council 
Reports 

 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
11.11.15 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items have been received: 
 
 6 complaints from non-residents re pay and display charges – sent to DCC 
 1 letter of support from resident for pay and display – sent to DCC 
 1 letter of complaint about the lack of Christmas decorations – passed to Activities 
 1 e-mail from resident re sounding of car horns on Waterloo Road - noted 
 E-mail from Dales housing re estate walkabouts - noted 
 1 e-mail from resident re arrangements for ride out - noted 
 1 e-mail from trader re project meeting on 15th February – passed to team 
 DCC – e-mail re budget cuts – circulated to all Councillors 
 DDDC – e-mail re the closing of bring sites - noted 
 E-mail of complaint from resident re travellers – passed to DDDC 
 DCC – amended road closure in Cromford – Circulated to all Councillors 
 Clean for the Queen project – Circulated to all Councillors 
  
12.01.16 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd March 2016.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 


