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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 25th November 2015 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal Hunt,  
 Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There was one member of the public present. 
 
 Two areas of concern were expressed.  Firstly, the member of the public expressed 

disappointment that there were no festoon lights or Christmas Tree in Matlock Bath. 
 
  The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council has arranged for the Christmas Tree to be 

erected in Memorial Gardens each year.  He further confirmed that the tree would be erected 
at the beginning of December complete with lights. 

 
 The Chairman further explained that the Parish Council had investigated purchasing festoon 

lighting for the festive season a few years ago.  Quotes received were very high and beyond 
what the Parish Council could afford.  The Chairman reported to the member of the public 
that the Parish Council had tried to encourage the traders to purchase Christmas Trees for 
the front of their businesses.  A local businessman agreed to provide the brackets and the 
Parish Council agreed to purchase the trees.  Only 3 traders had signed up for this initiative.   

 
 The member of public also raised the issue of the travellers.  The Chairman explained that 

DDDC were dealing with the travellers and outlined the circumstances surrounding their visit. 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police Representative present. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that the street furniture and St Johns Road issues were on going. 
 
 Cllr Ratcliffe was asked about the stone setts on West Bank between Temple Walk and 

Orchard Road.  She explained that the condition of West Bank is cobbled and is uneven with 
open mortar joints.  It is also difficult to walk on and in conjunction with the gradient could 
pose problems for people with restricted mobility.  She confirmed that Derbyshire County 
Council will be carrying these works out as part of an approved scheme for 2015/2016.  She 
confirmed that a response to a local resident who felt the money could be better spent in 
other areas had been sent.  
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D Report from District Council 
 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley confirmed that dispensation has been given to the travellers for two weeks 

to remain on the station car park.  Should they stay longer, DDDC will ask them to move into 
Tinti’s yard. 

 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that the trial of the big belly bins had finished but no feedback 

had been received.  She further reported that DDDC will be looking at the longer term and 
the cost effectiveness. 

 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley confirmed that letters had been sent to businesses regarding planning 

regulations.  No feedback has been received as yet. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that bats were nesting in the Memorial Shelter toilets.  As bats are 

protected, no work can commence on the shelter until March when the nesting season has 
finished.  In the meantime, DDDC will get on with tenders and quotes and be ready to start 
work on 1st April.  DDDC will liaise with Natural England for a ‘bat licence’. 

 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that the portaloos have been removed for the winter but will be 

brought back at the start of the 2016 season.  The disabled toilet will remain over the winter. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that a lot of money had been spent on Matlock Bath over the past 

few months. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that DDDC will be holding meetings before next season to discuss 

what can be done regarding the pedlars/street traders.  Cllr Nick Grayshon asked whether a 
bye-law could be introduced to prevent them trading.  Cllr Garry Purdy agreed to speak to 
the legal team to see if this was an option. 

 
  
Cllrs Purdy, Pawley and Ratcliffe were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 



Council Meeting 
 

01.11.15 Apologies 
 

There were no apologies for absence. 
 
02.11.15 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.11.15 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd September 

2015 be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.11.15 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
 Meeting with DDDC – The Clerk reported that DDDC had arranged a meeting to discuss the 

future of Matlock Bath.  The meeting was by invitation only.  The Clerk agreed to circulate an 
e-mail to ascertain who was available to attend.   

 
 OVO Energy Free Trees - The Clerk reported that an e-mail had been received offering free 

trees from OVO Energy.  It was agreed to apply for Pack 4 – Wildlife and Shrubs.  The 
Chairman asked Councillors that they identify areas where they could be planted and who 
would plant them before we apply.  It was suggested that an area by the Station could be 
appropriate as it had recently been cleared.  Other areas identified were Memorial Gardens. 
The Clerk was asked to contact Alistair Morley and DDDC to ascertain whether the plants 
would be suitable.  It was agreed that the matter be passed to the Environment Committee to 
discuss at their next meeting.       Parish Clerk 

 
 Travellers – The Clerk reported that the travellers would be staying for two weeks whilst 

they attended a family funeral.   DDDC has confirmed that they would not obtain a court 
order at the current time as there are valid welfare needs on site that need to be considered.  
However, DDDC will review the position once the funeral is over and the welfare needs have 
returned to their previous level.  In the meantime, Environmental Health will be visiting the 
site and keeping Ward Members updated who in turn will update the Parish Council. 

 
 Antique Signs from Upperwood – The Clerk reported that DCC has replaced the signs at 

the top of Upperwood Road and wanted to know if the Parish Council could use the old 
ones.  It was agreed to acquire them from DCC and contact the Mining Museum to see if 
they could use them in the heritage exhibition.    Parish Clerk 

 
05.09.15 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 

Village Evening – It was reported that the village evening was a success.  It was 
agreed to review the offer of a ‘free’ ride for village children as this year it had not 
gone to plan this year.  Cllrs Lorraine Keeble and Peter Baranek had awarded the 
prizes to the boatbuilders at the end of October.  Prizes included vouchers for local 
restaurants.  All boatbuilders were given a bottle of wine. 
 
Art and Photography Competitions – It was reported that both competitions had 
been well received with record entries this year.  The presentation of prizes had been 
made prior to the start of the meeting.  This had been very well attended.  The 2016 
competitions will open in the New Year. 
 
Remembrance – It was reported that the Remembrance had been well attended and 
the format had been well received.  It was further reported that the band had asked 
that their fee be donated to the Help the Heroes charity. 



 
Seniors Lunch – It was reported that this would be held on 10th December at The 
Temple and that 38 were attending. 
 
Christmas – It was reported that Mel and Chris from The Temple had offered to 
sponsor the Christmas Tree again this year.  The tree this year will be sited on the 
grass area in front of the Memorial Gardens shelter.  A new sleeve has been fitted 
this week and the tree erected and lights put on the first week in December.  It was 
further reported that a 2nd tree – purple larch – would be planted in one of the beds in 
Memorial Gardens. 
 
It was confirmed that Singing Round the Tree will be held on Monday 21st December 
2015 at 7.00 pm in Memorial Gardens.  A reminder would be put in the Newsletter to 
be delivered shortly. 
 
 WW1 – DDDC had agreed to light the display area under the shelter for the WW1 
display. The WW1 budget will fund any renovations to the display boards that are 
necessary.  
 
The committee are looking at preparing a bid for 2017 – 2019 to follow on when the 
current grant finishes 
 
The committee have to look at preparing a finance report to HLF as it is necessary to 
vire money between budget heads and HLF have to agree this. Certain aspects of 
the project have seen to be more important than first thought - website and other 
communication yet we have spent little on admin as the work has been completed by 
volunteers. 

 
(b) Communications Committee 

 
Newsletter – It was reported that the next Newsletter will be delivered at the 
beginning of December. 
 
Noticeboard – It was reported that the new Noticeboard had been fitted. 

 
(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Trade Bins – It was reported that DCC had written to the owners of the trade waste  

bins requesting their removal from land maintained by the authority.  The Clerk 
reported that she had contacted to DCC to see if a deadline had been set and what 
action would be taken if they were not removed.  No response has been received to 
date. 

 
 Street Furniture – It was reported that this issue is currently under discussion with 

the cabinet member which will require a formal report of the implications of any 
decision. 

 
(d) Facilities Committee  

 
Sports Area – It was confirmed that this will be deferred to the next meeting. 
 
Benches – It was confirmed that three new benches and plaques have been fitted on 
North Parade. 
 



Sale of Community Centre Items – Quooker Tap 
 
It was reported that an offer of £350 had been made for the Quooker Tap.  It was 
RESOLVED to accept this offer. 
 
Cllrs Michael Wilderspin and Nick Grayshon declared an interest and did not take part 
in the discussion or decision making. 

 
 (c) Finance Committee 
 
 Grants – Following a long discussion it was RESOLVED to award a grant of a 

maximum of £500 for the Childrens Christmas Party.  Councillors noted that there 
had been a large increase in the request from last year.  It was further RESOLVED 
that the grant could only be paid to suppliers who submit invoices as the grants policy 
states it cannot be paid to individuals.  The Clerk was asked to notify the organisers 
of the decision and the conditions under which this grant is awarded. 

 
 As there is a shortfall in the budget to cover this grant, it was RESOLVED to vire £50 

from contingency to grants.     Parish Clerk 
 
 Payments - The following payments were RESOLVED 
 

    SLCC (CiLCA resit)     £100.00 
    C Gregory      £52.85 
    Temple      £20.00 
    Clerk, Mileage      £9.90 
    Temple (BBQ)      £169.50 
    Spotless (September)     £40.00 
    DDDC (election costs)    £267.23 
    Ashover Print (WW1)     £72.00 
    Cllr Peter Baranek (mileage, WW1)   £17.10 
    Clerk (litter picks)     £11.90 
    Clerk (village favourite prizes)   £13.72 
    Clerk (mileage)     £18.45 
    Clerk (Infant Prizes, Art)    £60.00 
    Clerk (materials for Art competition)   £18.52 
    Platts Harris (repair to strimmer)   £95.03 
    Mining Museum     £40.00 
    J Baranek (WW1, prizes)    £15.93 
    You Name It (Art)     £107.40 
    HMRC (NI Payments, October 2015)   £38.75 
    M J Titterton (Ceiba Graphics, WW1)  £70.00 
    Matlock Media (WW1)    £84.00 
    Clerk, Salary (October 2015)    £806.05 
    Crow Pie Marketing (September)   £40.00 
    Clerk, Expenses (October 2015)   £101.50 
    Poppy Wreaths (300158)    £50.00 
    Spotless (October)     £40.00 
    Clerk (Junior Photography prize)   £30.00 
    Cathy Cresswell (plants for barrels)   £35.00 
    Twiggs       £3.94 
    Hot Graphix (plaques for benches)   £20.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing (October)   £40.00 
    Mining Museum     £50.00 
    David Webb (WW1)     £328.40 
    Crow Pie Marketing (November)   £40.00 
    Malcolm Lane (noticeboard, benches, info board) £6,280.80 
    HMRC (NI, November )    £38.75 
    Clerk, Salary (November 2015)     £806.05 
    300152 – Art 1st Prize     £150.00 
    300153 – Art 2nd Prize    £100.00 
    300154 – Art 3rd Prize     £50.00 



    300155 – Art Vill Fav     £50.00 
    300156 – Art Innovative    £50.00 
    300157 – Art PC Prize    £50.00 
    300159 – Art Commended    £25.00 
    300160 – Photography 1st Prize   £80.00 
    300161 – Photography 2nd Prize   £65.00 
    300162 – Photography 3rd Prize   £50.00 
    300163 – Photography Villager   £50.00 
    300164 – Photography – PC Award   £30.00 
    300165 – Photography – Holy Trinity   £30.00 
    300166 – Photography – Heights of Abraham £30.00 
    300167 – Photography – Illuminations  £30.00 
    300168 – Photography – Masson Mills  £30.00 
    300169 – Photography – High Tor   £30.00 
    300170 – Photography – Wildlife   £30.00 
    300171 – Photography Hidden Gem   £30.00 
    300172 – Photography – Heritage   £30.00 
    Help the Heroes (Remembrance)   £50.00 
    Spotless      £40.00 
    Clerk, Expenses (November)    £153.22 
 
    TOTAL      £11,265.99  

 
 
 Training – It was reported that the Clerk had passed the Certificate in Local Council 

Administration (CiLCA). The Council congratulated her on this success. 
 
 It was reported that Cllrs Michael Wilderspin and Jennifer Nettleship would be 

attending the Planning Training Session on 9th December organised by DALC.  It was 
further reported that a Planning Training Session was being held by DDDC. The Clerk 
agreed to circulate details to Councillors.    Parish Clerk 

 
 Bank Account – The Clerk reported that she had changed the Parish Council’s 

banking arrangements to a new account which would earn interest. 
 
 Litter Sweeper – It was agreed to refer this matter to the next meeting. 

 
(e) Planning Committee 
 
 15/00750/LBALT – New Fascia and Hanging Signs – 182 South Parade - The 

Clerk reported that she had raised a query regarding this sign and as a result it was 
not possible to discuss this application. 

 
 Holme Road – It was reported that the Road Traffic Regulation Order to extend the 

double yellow lines on Holme Road was out for consultation.  It was confirmed that 
following comments received from Councillors, the Clerk had submitted a request for 
the lines be extended by 5-6 metres rather than the 12 metres. 

 
 In addition, the Traffic Regulation Order for the limited waiting bay at the bottom of 

Holme Road is to be revoked (it is no longer enforced). 
 
  



 Walkabout by DDDC/Letter to Businesses - It was reported that following a 
walkabout by Planning Officers and District Councillors a letter had been prepared 
outlining the planning regulations for advertisements.  Comments discussed by the 
Parish Council by e-mail had been submitted to DDDC and these have been 
incorporated into the letter.  It was further reported that the letters have been 
delivered to all businesses. 

 
 St Johns Road – It was reported that there is no approved sign which can be erected 

to help solve the parking problem.  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe however has agreed to pursue 
this issue to see if there was anything else which could be done to alleviate the 
problem.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
 Variation Application for The Fishpond – This application was discussed.  It was 

RESOLVED to submit a representation which states that the Parish Council has no 
objection to the application for an alcohol licence for the outside area of The 
Fishpond.  However, major concerns were raised about the change to licensing 
provision that allows an entertainment licence to automatically ‘piggy back’ an alcohol 
licence.  The Parish Council felt that there needs to be some provision to protect the 
conservation area of Matlock Bath with its topography in a gorge from the pollution of 
amplified sound produced in outdoor areas.  The District Council should be asked to 
investigate the possibility of a bye law that requires the production of amplified sound 
outdoors to be regulated. 

 
Cllrs Nick Grayshon and Dave Mowle left the meeting at this point. 
 
06.11.15 Local Plan 
 
 Cllr Michael Wilderspin gave a brief report on the meeting he had attended in connection 

with the Local Plan.  The plan will go out for consultation. 
 
07.11.15 Winter Service Plan 
 
 It was confirmed that Cllr Michael Wilderspin has been nominated as the Snow Warden.  No 

other resident has volunteered for the post. 
 
 Although a request for volunteers to help clear snow on the pavements had been made in 

the September Newsletter, only 4 traders and one resident had come forward.  It was agreed 
to put another article in the December issue of the newsletter.  

 
08.11.15 Derby University Project 
 
 An outline of the project and timescale was given by Cllr Peter Baranek.  He said that 

Andrew Pugh, Managing Director of The Heights of Abraham had agreed to chair the partner 
organisation support group. This group will also consist of the key contact (Cllr Peter 
Baranek), two other Parish Councillors with a representative of each of the following: DCC, 
DDDC, the hospitably sector, the attractions sector and the outlet sector (shops/food/ cafes).  
It is hoped that a full report will be prepared by the autumn. 

 
 It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council give this project its full support.     
 



09.11.15 Memorial Shelter 
 
 The Chairman confirmed that DDDC has agreed for the Parish Council to continue to use the 

display area under the canopy of the Memorial Shelter for the WW1 project and in the longer 
term to use it as a community display area for a specific purpose.  It had also been agreed 
for the Parish Council to use the toilet reception areas to display pictures of ‘Old Matlock 
Bath’ which will fit in well with the Matlock Bath Heritage theme.  A provisional estimate for 4 
pictures about 2 metres x 1 metre would cost between £400-£500.  They will be mounted 
above door height on the wall facing the glass windows – visible from outside and the wall 
facing the entrance.  DDDC have agreed to include suitable display lighting in the 
refurbishment specification. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to budget for this project in next year’s budget. 
 
10.11.15 Reports from Outside Bodies 
 
 (a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 

(b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – The notes from the last meeting have been 
circulated to all Councillors.  There was nothing further to report. 

 
(c) Illuminations – It was reported that a meeting to discuss this year’s illuminations will 

be held on Wednesday 2nd December.  Cllrs Lorraine Keeble, Peter Baranek and 
Nick Grayshon will attend on behalf of the Parish Council.  All complaints received 
with regards the illuminations, pedlars/street traders and problems encountered 
during the illuminations have been forwarded to DDDC. 

 
(d) Friends of Matlock Bath – It was reported that the Friends of Matlock Bath had 

raised funds during the illuminations by marshalling the New Bath Hotel car park.  
Funds raised have been split between Holy Trinity School, Matlock Bath Pre-school 
Playgroup and the Friends of Matlock Bath. 

 
(e) Town and Parish Council Liaison – A short verbal report was given. 
 

11.11.15 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
12.11.15 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the District and County Council 

Reports 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
13.11.15 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items have been circulated to all Councillors: 
 
 DDDC – Update on Travellers 
 DDDC – e-mail re Council budgets 
 DDDC – recycling survey 
 E-mail to DDDC from resident regarding travellers 
 
 The following items have been forwarded to DDDC: 
 
 E-mail from member of public regarding Art display during summer 
 E-mail from resident regarding parking during illuminations 
 E-mails (2) from residents regarding marshalling during illuminations 
 
  



 The following items have been noted: 
 
 Dales Housing – Community Chest Fund 
 DCC – Funding from Tesco 
 DDDC – Local Projects Fund 
  
14.11.15 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th January 2015.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 


