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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 24th January 2018 at 7.00 pm at The New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle,  
 Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were 3 members of the public present.  They did not wish to raise any issues. 
  
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police representative present. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
  There was no County Council representative present. 
 
D Report from District Council 
 
  Cllrs Garry Purdy and Joyce Pawley were welcomed to the meeting. 

 
Cllr Purdy reported that he and Cllr Pawley had met with the Leader of the Council regarding 
issues raised by the Parish Council.  As a result, Matlock Bath Parish Council will now have 
quarterly meetings with a dedicated member of the senior staff to go through issues and 
relay plans the Parish Council has etc. 
 
Cllr Purdy reported that a meeting would be held on 26th January to sort out the litter 
problems by Riverside. 
 
Clerk’s Note: Since the meeting, it has been agreed to re-site one bin (removed from the 
highway) in the walkway behind the Pavilion Car Park with a sign on the adjacent pole 
indicating where the bin is.  The existing bin close to the Fish & Chip shop will be re-sited 
closer to the crossing.  The owner of the properties has offered to purchase a new big belly 
bin to site on his property by his seating area. 

 
Cllr Purdy reported that the Parish Council will be invited to join the Illuminations Working 
Group.  The next meeting will be held in February.  DDDC is anxious to accelerate meetings 
and to get arrangements for the illuminations 2018 in place by April.  It was confirmed that 
the illuminations in 2017 did make a small profit. 
 
Cllr Purdy reiterated that all enquiries from the Parish Council now have to be sent to the 
Heads of Service.  There should be no direct contact with Officers.  The Clerk asked that a 
list of Heads of Service be sent.  
 
Cllr Pawley reported that decisions on the leisure review and toilet review were coming up 
shortly. 
 

Cllrs Garry Purdy and Joyce Pawley were thanked for attending the meeting. 
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Council Meeting 
 
01.01.18 Apologies 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Trevor Bowmer and Cllr Philip Shields.  Cllr 

Nick Grayshon sent his apologies for the first part of the meeting.   
 
02.01.18 Declaration of Members’ Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.01.18 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29th November be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.01.18 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
 Events in Derwent Gardens – An Events Form for the Pirate Mutiny 2018 was circulated to 

Councillors for comment.  No issues were raised.  The event is welcomed to the village.  
 
 Derbyshire Dales Local Plan – The Clerk reported that the Derbyshire Dales Local Plan 

was formally adopted on 7th December 2017.  Matlock Bath is specifically mentioned in the 
plan. 

 
 Residents Parking at Artists Corner – The Clerk reported that 2 residents had contacted 

the Parish Council concerning the increase in residents parking at Artist Corner.  The 
increase will be from £91 to £331 per annum.  The increase will be phased in over a 3 year 
period beginning in April 2019.  A number of residents have lodged a complaint with 
Derbyshire Dales District Council.  The residents have asked for the Parish Council’s 
support.  The Clerk was asked to write a letter of support to the residents.  Parish Clerk 

 
 Storage in Memorial Shelter – The Clerk reported that Derbyshire Dales District Council 

had indicated that the cost of a 6 year lease for storage in Memorial Shelter would cost £400.  
The Parish Council would in addition, have to pay their own legal costs.  Two other offers of 
storage have been received although one is outside of the village.  Peter reported that he 
would be looking at the storage in the village shortly to see if it was feasible.  The Clerk was 
asked to write to DDDC informing them that we will no longer require storage facilities in 
Memorial Shelter.        Parish Clerk 

 
 Clerk’s Note: Since the meeting one of the offers of storage has proved suitable.  The 

Parish Council has been very kindly offered the storage free of charge. 
 
 Area Community Forums – The Clerk reported the dates of the next Area Community 

Forum meetings.  
 



05.01.18 Committees 
 
   (a) Activities Committee 

 
Christmas – It was reported that DDDC had indicated that the Parish Council will 
need to take out a lease to site the village Christmas Tree and lights.  The cost will be 
£200 for a 6 year lease.  The Parish Council will also have to pay their own legal 
costs.  In addition, DDDC has also indicated that from 2018 they will no longer collect 
and dispose of the village Christmas Tree despite doing this for the past number of 
years.  It was further reported that the cost of the Christmas Tree itself had increased 
and as a result the Activities Committee in due course will look at all costings. 
 
Cllr Nick Grayshon joined the meeting. 
 
Winter Lighting Phase 2 – It was reported that the Committee had discussed Phase 
2 of the Winter Lighting and decided to change the specification.  The reasons for this 
include: increasing costs and unsustainable on-costs.  In addition, the contractors had 
advised that the column lighting which was originally planned, would not be as 
effective as the street lamps are too bright and are too close to the buildings.  It was 
therefore agreed to have more trees with lights in.  Depending on quotes, there 
should be sufficient funding for a further 3 trees. 
 
Cllrs Lorraine Keeble and Peter Baranek will meet with the contractors in February to 
discuss the options and further lighting.  Cllrs Keeble & Baranek 

 
It was therefore RESOLVED to change the specification.  As a result of the change, 
the Clerk will contact Peak LEADER to request the change and obtain 2 further 
quotes for submission.    Parish Clerk 
 
Discussions will also take place in due course with DDDC regarding the use of the 
Parish Council’s lighting during the illuminations. 
 
Remembrance – Cllr Nick Grayshon raised the issue of whether this event should be 
Parish Council led or Church led.  Some Councillors felt that the Church should 
organise and lead the event.  The Clerk reported that following investigations as to 
what other Parish Councils do, it had revealed that the majority of services are 
arranged and led by the British Legion, others by the Church and some the Parish 
Council organise.  The current service is not led by anyone in particular – everyone 
has their own ‘slot’.  After some discussion, it was agreed to leave the programme as 
it currently is. 
 
However, Cllr Nick Grayshon suggested that the service this year be held at 11.00 
am as Remembrance Sunday falls on Armistice Day.  This was agreed.   The Clerk 
was asked to contact the band to see if they were available. Parish Clerk 
 
Cllr Nick Grayshon left the meeting. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Activities Committee meeting held on 
11th January 2018. 
 

   (b) Communications Committee 
 

 It was reported that the noticeboard at Artists Corner has now been renovated apart 
from the lettering. 

 



(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Summer Florals – It was reported that a discount of £260 had been given off the 

summer 2017 florals due to poor standard of plants. 
 
 Trees by River – It was reported that DerwentWise would be undertaking one further 

day clearing by the riverbank, clearing the back of the Pavilion Car Park or clearing 
area on Lovers Walk. 

 
 Footpaths – There will be further clearing in the Spring.  It was reported that Jacobs 

Ladder needs clearing.  This will be arranged. 
 
 Nature Reserve – It was reported that the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust had undertaken 

work clearing brambles in the Nature Reserve.  It is hoped that they will return next 
year. However, if the Parish Council wish further work to be done, it will be at a 
charge of £350 per day.  It was further reported that the new lease for the Nature 
Reserve will be sorted shortly. 

 
  (d) Facilities Committee  

 
   This item will be discussed at the end of the agenda. 
 

(e) Planning Committee 
 
 Applications – The Committee recommended No Objection to the following 

applications: 
 
 T/17/00159/TCA – Works to Trees – Yew Tree Cottage, Upperwood Road  
 
 17/01215/FUL – Single Storey Extension – Rockvale Terrace  
 
 17/01187/FUL – Change of Use – Southlands, 98 North Parade  
 
 It was reported that the Committee had discussed the following applications and 

recommended that full Council should Object: 
 
 17/01172/LBALT & 17/01164/FUL – Addition of 2 verandas to front, alterations to 

boundary wall and window – 124-126 North Parade - The Committee agreed that 
the new structure would not be in keeping with the existing building and will severely 
detract from the current ‘quaintness’.  The canopy would be attached to a listed 
building and would completely change the front elevation and hide many of the 
important features which are listed.  The plan is also to change the copings on the 
wall. 

 
 17/01229/ADV & 17/01230/LBALT – Erection of signage and Lighting – The 

Committee agreed that some of the signage does not conform to ASCA.  In addition, 
there are concerns that the number of signs is excessive on such a small listed 
building.  The Committee felt that the signage should be in traditional materials – 
either wood or iron but not aluminium.  The Committee also had concerns about the 
positioning of the 2 freestanding chalkboards and that they may be put on the 
highway blocking pedestrian access on a narrow part of the pavement. 

 
 Co-option – It was agreed to co-opt Cllr Philip Shields to the Planning Committee. 
 



(f) Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED 
 

     New Bath Hotel     £1,100.00 
    DASAC (grant)     £350.00 
    Ashover Print      £348.00 
    David Russell (planting, 300225)   £16.84 
    Spotless       £40.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    RDS (Christmas tree lights)    £225.00 
    AO Cumbernauld (HMRC)    £63.34 
    Dave Williams (300226)    £228.00 
    Clerk, Expenses, December    £65.29 
    Wish Computers Ltd     £60.00 
    Plantscape      £660.00 
    Midland Hotel      £200.00 
    Clerk, Salary, December 2017   £859.06 
    L Sidebottom (grant)     £94.70 
    Unity Bank Charges     £18.00 
    Millenniumquest      £7,783.20 
    Brunel Engraving     £33.00 
    NEST (pension)     £101.81 
    Carrwood Farm (Christmas Tree)   £300.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
    Fishpond (grant)     £200.00 
    AO Cumbernauld (HMRC)    £63.34 
    Clerk, Salary, January 2018    £859.06 
    Clerk, Expenses, January 2018   £89.67 
    NEST       £101.81 
    Information Commissioner (Data Protection)  £35.00 
   
    TOTAL      £13,975.12 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Finance Committee dated 17th January 2018. 
 
07.01.18 Precept for 2018/2019 
 
 It was reported that the Finance Committee had met and discussed the budget requirements 

for each Committee.  Based on the current balance, ringfenced funds and Committee budget 
requirements, it was agreed that the precept should be raised to £28,000.  The reasoning 
behind the small increase was the fact that additional costings have been passed to the 
Parish Council, for example leases and licences for siting things on DDDC land.  In addition, 
a small budget had to be created for the GDPR (Data Protection).  The increase will also give 
the Parish Council a small contingency for any unexpected expenditure. 

 
 It was therefore RESOLVED to set the 2018/2019 precept at £28,000. 
 
08.01.18 Closer Working with DDDC 
 
 It was reported that the first of the quarterly meetings with DDDC had been held.  Discussions 

had taken place around the new policy introduced by DDDC whereby the Parish Council will 
be issued with a lease or licence for siting things on DDDC property.  The Parish Council 
stressed to DDDC that they were disappointed that they had not been informed last year of 
the introduction of these new charges.  DDDC apologised for this error and agreed that a 
better communication is needed. 

 
  



 Discussion also took place concerning the Winter Lighting.  Although problems had occurred 
with power to the lights for Phase 1, the Parish Council was appreciative of the help given by 
DDDC.  DDDC suggested that in order to avoid any problems with Phase 2 and any 
additional costs, the contractors/electricians investigate the infrastructure beforehand to 
ensure that what is being proposed will work.  DDDC asked that an outline of the proposals 
and location of the lighting be sent to them.  

 
 It was agreed that the meetings will be useful in order to forge a stable working relationship 

between the two Councils. 
 
09.01.18 LEADER Grant 
 
 It was reported that because DDDC had introduced their new policy for siting things on their 

land, an additional cost had been identified for the lecterns.  A charge of £400 will be payable 
for the lease plus legal costs.  In addition, DDDC Planning had advised that the Parish 
Council will need to seek advertising consent.  In view of these increased costs, Councillors 
agreed that we should still proceed with the LEADER grant funding. 

 
10.01.18 Matlock Bath Station 
 
 It was reported that a grant had been awarded to fund 10 new self watering barrels at the 

station.  Adopters will look at the old barrels to see if they can be utilised elsewhere. 
 
11.01.18 Matlock Bath Development Association CIC 
 
 It was reported that the Development Association is looking for new members.  Through 

Marketing Peak District, a Town Team had been set up.  The Town Team is aimed at 
businesses/traders and Marketing Peak District can provide support and finance to promote 
tourism.  It is hoped that the Town Team will have a representative on the Illuminations 
Working Group. 

 
 Frankenstein Festival – It is hoped that small events will be held during the season which 

will culminate in a Festival between 27th October and 4th November.  The first night of the 
Festival will be the last evening of illuminations. 

 
 Although there is nothing currently ‘firmed up’, a meeting was held for interested parties 

where numerous suggestions were made.  It is anticipated that although the Development 
Association will not put any events on, they will be overseeing and co-ordinating all events.  
The Development Association has the assistance of two students and two lecturers from 
Sheffield University who will be involved in the Project. 

 
12.01.18 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – The Minutes of the last meeting were circulated 

  prior to the meeting.  Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported three issues: 
 
   1 There are planned works at Derby Station so between 30thJuly - 24th August 

   there will be no through service from Nottingham to Derby.  Between 25th  
   August-7th October there will no trains between Matlock and Derby.  There 
   will be a bus replacement service during these dates. 

 
   2 The franchise is up for renewal.  The Rail Partnership submitted proposals 

   incorporated into the franchise and they are hoping that East Midlands Trains 
   will be successful with the franchise. 

 
   3 The Partnership has tried hard to encourage Network Rail to re-think the  

   proposed closure of the crossing at the station.  Strong representation has 
   been made together with legal action.   

 
  (b) Illuminations – It was reported that the Parish Council will receive an invitation to 

  join the Illuminations Working Group. 
 



   (c) Footpaths – It was reported that there are now only two Footpaths Officers at DCC 
   for the county. One is responsible for the North of the County and the other South.   

  
13.01.18 Urgent Matters/matters for the next agenda raised in public participation, District 

Council, County Council or Police Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
14.01.18 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items of correspondence were noted: 
 
   Circulated to all Councillors: 
 
   DDDC – e-mail re Great British Spring Clean 2-4 March 
   DDDC – e-mail Christmas & New Year Waste and Recycling Collections 
   DCC – e-mail update on Waterloo Road  
   DCC – e-mail re Schools Library Service Consultation on proposal to close 
 
   Resident – copy of e-mail sent to DDDC regarding the litter and dog mess problems on  
   Holme Road 
   Resident – copy of e-mail sent to DDDC regarding the litter and mess at Artists Corner. 
 
   DCC – e-mail re Electric January Poster – placed on noticeboard and website 
   Derbyshire Law Centre – information on the work they do. 
 
15.01.18 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 21st March 2018. 
 
It was RESOLVED to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 to allow Councillors to discuss this confidential item. 
 
06.01.18 (d) Facilities Committee 
 
  Sports Area – It was reported that members of the Parish Council had met with 

 DDDC Planning.  Discussions had taken place concerning the re-submission of the 
 planning application for the sports area. 

 
A copy of a Design and Access Statement, prepared by Cllr Dave Mowle, was tabled.  
Some minor amendments were made to the statement.  A copy will be sent with the 
application form. 
 
Councillors discussed the specification which will be sent out to those interested 
parties.  A copy will also be sent with the application form. 
 
Benches – It was noted that a meeting would be held regarding the benches by 
Riverside shortly. 
 

The meeting closed at 10.00 pm 
 
 
 
  
 
 


