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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 24th May 2017 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Lorraine Keeble,  
 Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 Two members of the public were present. 
 
 Concern was expressed about the amount of vehicles still trying to access Waterloo Road 

which is currently closed due to the subsidence.  Barriers have been erected but many 
vehicles are ignoring them and getting stuck and unable to turn round safely. 

 
 Councillors responded by saying that DCC had approached the Parish Council to ascertain if 

they had received any feedback on how the road has been operating since last summer and 
the effect this has had on the residents of the area.  The response will enable DCC to 
consider a proposal to take forward. 

 
 The two residents attending felt that the only way to stop vehicles from going up Waterloo 

Road was to have droppable bollards or permanent bollards which are removable for 
emergency vehicles.  It was felt that No Through Road signage should also be erected.  
Concern was expressed for two residents on Waterloo Road, who had been moved to 
temporary restbite during the current work.  As both residents are elderly and are not able to 
walk too far, their needs had to be taken into consideration. 

  
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police representative present. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
 Cllr Irene Ratcliffe did not attend the meeting.   
 
D Report from District Council 
 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley and Cllr Garry Purdy were unable to attend the meeting due to prior 
 commitments but forwarded a report to Councillors as follows: 
 
 Wall on Masson Road – Following concern over the safety of this wall, it has now been 

examined and confirmed as safe. 
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 Illuminations Meeting – Leaflets will be available soon.  Flyers advertising those 
businesses which sponsor the illuminations will be much larger than last year.  St John’s 
Road will not be manned.  DDDC has asked the Police for more cover on the fireworks 
nights even if it is only for the hour around the time when the fireworks finish.  Fresh ideas to 
deal with trading by pedlars are being considered.  More details to follow. 

 
 Bikers Meeting – The bikers are suggesting that another ride out takes place on 16th 

September to celebrate the withdrawal of the pay and display on the Parades.  As this is the 
second fireworks evening of the illuminations, DDDC has been asked to speak to the Police 
about crowd/number controls and if they can negotiate with the bikers to get the visit 
changed to another, less busy, day. 

 
 Derwent Gardens – The cleaning of the picnic tables and benches in Derwent Gardens has 

been added to the schedule of work and will be started shortly. 
 
 Noise from Gullivers – Tim Braund has been reminded that a weekend monitoring session 

to check on noise levels needs to be scheduled. 
 
 Big Belly Bins – By and large the big belly bins are proving a success.  Some minor 

adjustments might be required but they have proved their worth. 
 
 Leisure Services – This is under review with a report expected to come out before the 

Community Environment ~Committee soon no doubt with a recommendation that we go out 
to tender to look for a company that will take on the running of the leisure service. 

 
 Illuminations – On the first evening of the illuminations a ‘sting’ operation has been planned 

to tackle the issue of the pedlars and illegal traders.  At a recent meeting when the Police 
and Crime Commissioner attended to talk to the public, the strong complaint was the lack of 
police cover, not attending incidents.  Cllr Purdy pressed the PCC on the lack of police cover 
in the hot spot of Matlock Bath, especially on Sundays, Bank Holidays and the illuminations, 
with thousands of people present in the village, hundreds of motorbikes and the concerns re 
highway and public safety. 

 
Council Meeting 

 
01.05.17 Apologies 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal 

Hunt and Cllr Jennifer Nettleship. 
 
02.05.17 Declaration of Members’ Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.05.17 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd March 2017 

be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 



04.05.17 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
 Renewal of Public Space Protection Orders – It was agreed to defer this matter to a future 

meeting.   
 
 Parking on Temple Road – It was reported that following work to the retaining wall on 

Temple Road, DCC had suggested putting double yellow lines to keep traffic off the retaining 
wall.  This would displace three vehicles and keep the pedestrian access to the hotel clear.  
Councillors discussed the proposal and although agreed 2/3 parking spaces would be lost, it 
would help preserve the work done by DCC and improve the safety of the road. 

 
 Councillors discussed an area in Upperwood which would benefit also from having double 

yellow lines.  This is just below ‘the gap’.  If vehicles are parked it is not possible for vehicles 
to get through safely.  Cllr Trevor Bowmer agreed to measure the area where double yellow 
lines would be beneficial.  The Clerk will then report it to DCC. 

         Cllr Trevor Bowmer/Parish Clerk 
 
 Rose Garden – It was reported that following requests in the last two newsletters for help to 

look after the rose garden, no one had come forward.  However, the Clerk has spoken to a 
resident who currently looks after the barrels in the village.  She has agreed to do some work 
on the rose garden in the meantime. 

 
05.05.17 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 

Illuminations Village Evening – Cllr Lorraine Keeble reported that the boatbuilders 
had reported that they were unable to row at the village evening this year. This was 
due to insufficient rowers.  Councillors agreed that without the boatbuilders we could 
not hold the village favourite competition and therefore the village evening would not 
be held this year.  There will also be no BBQ.  Should the boatbuilders change their 
minds arrangements would be reinstated for this event. 
 

    Christmas Lighting – Cllr Lorraine Keeble reported that quotes had been received 
   for lights in a tree and festoons.  A further supplier was also supplying a quote.   
   Arrangements all depend on whether the Parish Council is successful with its grant 
   application.  More details will be available at the next meeting. 

 
(b) Communications Committee 

 
Deadline for articles for the June Newsletter is 1st June. 

 
(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Waterloo Road – It was agreed to forward to DCC the Parish Council’s comments on 

Waterloo Road with a suggestion that a barrier is fitted. 
 
 Ivy at Masson Mills – The ivy which had come down and was covering the Matlock 

Bath sign and the barrel has now been removed. 
 
 Wall on Masson Road – See District Councillor’s Report. 
  
 Retaining Wall on Upperwood – No response received from DCC - still ongoing. 
 
 Holme Road/Masson Road – DCC has confirmed that Severn Trent Water have 

been working directly on this junction recently and why the road had been blocked by 
a grab wagon.  DCC has inspected the roadside walls in the immediate area and 
cannot find any damage. 

 
 Graffiti on Artists Corner Toilets – This has now been removed. 
 



 Wapping Nature Reserve – It was reported that the new hedge is nearly finished.  
Thanks go to the volunteers who have helped with planting.  Some tree work has 
been undertaken to clear the ivy with another day planned shortly.  Following 
discussions with DerwentWise, they have agreed to bring in some volunteers to do 
some work. 

 
 (d) Facilities Committee  

 
Benches by Riverside Fish Bar – It was reported that the benches by Riverside 
Fish Bar do belong to the Parish Council.  It was further reported that the owner of 
this building had agreed to renovate the benches on this occasion.   

 
(e) Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 
 The following payments were RESOLVED 
 
 Twigg        £3.24 
 DALC        £201.83 
 Matlock Bath Balti (Village Favourite 2016)   £80.00 
 Twigg        £19.67 
  Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
 Allen & Orr       £72.96 
 Temple (storage)      £30.00 
 Temple (refreshments)     £20.00 
 Denis Harvey       £220.00 
 Brian Wood        £60.00 
 Twigg        £6.80 
 HMRC (NI, April)      £63.34 
 C Gregory & Sons      £126.96 
 C Gregory & Sons      £5.45 
 Twigg        £6.80 
 Denis Harvey       £335.00 
 Clerk, Salary (April)      £859.09 
 Clerk, Expenses (April)     £59.75 
 Spotless       £40.00 
 NEST        £101.75 
 Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
 Twigg        £10.80 
 HMRC (NI, May)      £63.34 
 C Cresswell (plants)      £28.98 
 Came & Company       £638.17 
 Clerk, Salary (May)      £859.06 
 Clerk, Expenses (May)     £95.44 
 NEST        £101.81 
 DDDC (lease)       £10.00 
 David Russell (300203, plants)    £7.98 
 
 TOTAL        £4,208.21 
 
 Insurance – It was RESOLVED to renew the Parish Council insurance. 
 
 Financial Regulations – It was RESOLVED to adopt the amended financial 

regulations. 
 



(e) Planning Committee 
 
 The following recommendations from the Planning Committee were noted:  
 
 17/00171 – 1 High Mount, Upperwood – Dormer & Single Storey Extension – No 

objection. 
 
 17/00209/FUL – Whistlestop Centre – Change of Use to mixed use exhibition 

area, hot food takeway and retail with associated outdoor seating area – No 
objection 

 
 T/17/00035/TCA – Upperwood House – Works to Trees – No objection 
 
 17/00308/LBALT – 182 South Parade – External Alterations – Objection 
 
 17/004209/FUL – 136 North Parade – Change of Use – Although the Committee 

had no objection to this application for change of use the following were noted: 
 

- The wrong address is on the form 
- The grade listing of the building is incorrect – it is Grade 2 listed (not 1) 
- Application form says that no alterations to a listed building have been made.  

However, new signage has been erected and the building has been re-painted. 
 

 Decision Notices 
 
 The decisions notices for the following applications were noted: 
 
 17/00050/LBALT – Whistlestop – Internal and External Roof Works – Granted 
 17/00029/FUL – 2 Primrose Cottages, St Johns Road – Creation of Decking Area – 

Refused 
 17/00356/VCOND – Chapel Hill, Cromford – Variation of Condition 1 of permission 

16/00082/FUL to allow time to secure the closure of the highway prior to works 
commencing. 

 
 Planning Training – It was reported that only one person could now attend the 

planning training.  It was therefore agreed to request that the training be deferred until 
week beginning 19th June.  The Clerk was asked to contact DDDC. 

          Parish Clerk 
. 

   
06.05.17 Annual Governance Statement 2016/2017 
   
 It was RESOLVED to approve the annual governance statement for 2016/2017 of the annual 

return. 
 
07.05.17 Audit for 2016/2017 
 
 It was confirmed that the internal audit for 2016/2017 had been completed and 

documentation was signed.  Councillors noted the Internal Auditor’s Report – no issues were 
raised. 

   



08.05.17 LEADER Grant 
 
 It was reported that the Parish Council had been successful in the first round of applying for a 

LEADER grant.  The next stage will be to submit a full application together with three quotes 
for each of the areas covered in the grant – Christmas lighting, sports area, tarmacking 
Memorial Gardens and signage and interpretation boards by 31st July 2017. 

 
 The outcome of the application will be known by the 2nd week in October but work will not be 

able to commence until the 1st November.  It is hoped that a draft application can be 
submitted in June where feedback will be given which will help finalise the actual submission.  
The biggest hurdle will be to obtain the quotes.  75% of the funding will be met by the grant 
with the Parish Council meeting the remainder.  As the funding will not be paid until the work 
has been done, the project will be split into three phases.  For a £74000 grant, the Parish 
Council will pay £18500 which will be taken out of the ringfenced funds. 

 
09.05.17 Matlock Bath Railway Station 
 
 It was reported that a Community Work Day will be held on 16th June.  Adopters from all 

stations are invited to work for the day at Matlock Bath.  Work to be done includes the 
painting of the benches and tidying up the platform and waiting shelter. 

 
 The planting of the summer plants will be done in early June. 
 
10.05.17 Review of Public Conveniences 
 
 It was reported that DDDC is exploring four basic options for the future of the public 

conveniences in Matlock Bath.  As providing public conveniences is not a service DDDC is 
required to do, as part of a drive to make savings they will be reducing the £460,000 per 
annum it spends currently on public toilets, with the aim of developing a cost neutral 
approach. 

 
 Four basic options are being looked at: 

o Closure of facilities 
o Transfer of buildings and operation of the facilities to the local community 
o Commercial sponsorship of the facilities to run them in the long term 
o Charging for any facilities they retain 

 
Councillors discussed this at length but RESOLVED that they were unable to take on the 
running of the facilities.  In the main this was due to the financial cost to the Parish Council 
including the increase in insurance costs, staffing costs (cleaning and opening and closing) 
and the health and safety issues. 

 
 The Clerk was asked to contact DDDC to notify them of this decision. Parish Clerk  

 
11.05.17 Matlock Bath Development Association CIC 
 
 It was reported that a Members meeting will be held on 31st May to look at the aims and 

vision for the CIC as well as earmarking grants suitable for application.  A full update will be 
given at the next full Council meeting. 

 



12.05.17 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 

(a) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Minutes circulated to all Councillors. 
 
(b) Illuminations – It was noted that the District Councillors were meeting with DDDC 

Officers to discuss the 2017 event.  The Clerk was asked to contact the District 
Councillors to obtain feedback on the meetings.   

 
 Concern was expressed with regard to the non-manning of St Johns Road during the 

illuminations. 
 
(d) Friends of Matlock Bath – There was nothing to report. 
 
(e) Footpaths – There was nothing to report. 

 
13.05.17 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation, District 

Council, County Council or Police Report 
 

Recommend to DCC that a physical barrier, removable for emergency vehicles and in 
snowy/icy weather be installed with clear signage as to ‘No through road’. 
  
There were no urgent matters for the next agenda. 

 
14.05.17 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items of correspondence were circulated with the agenda and noted: 
 
 E-mail complaint from visitor regarding travellers in the car park – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail from dance and fitness teacher regarding outdoor dance classes – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail complaint from resident regarding travellers – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail from visitor re car park problems, closed shops, lack of eateries – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail from DCC regarding closure of Waterloo Road (July) 
 E-mail from visitor regarding Memorial Gardens toilets closed – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail from visitor regarding parking ticket – passed to DDDC and DCC 
 E-mail from resident regarding band playing in bandstand – passed to DDDC 
 
 E-mail from DDDC regarding OVO Energy Women’s Tour (June) 
 
 Copy of e-mail from resident to DDDC regarding Gullivers new ride 
 Copy of e-mail from resident to DDDC regarding noise at Gullivers 
 
 The following were noted: 
 
 E-mail regarding new book by Sophie Beardmore 
 E-mail from JACS regarding village gateways 
 E-mail from DCC regarding removal of charges for building and demolition waste at 

household waste recycling centres 
 E-mail from resident regarding band playing in bandstand – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail regarding the sports area 
 
15.05.17 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th July 2017 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
 
 
 


