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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 23rd September 2015 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal Hunt,  
 Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were three members of the public present. 
 
 Two members of the public wished to raise an issue with St Johns Road.  They reported that 

part of the road on Commonwood is collapsing and is currently an unadopted road.  The 
members of the public asked whether it would be possible for the Council to adopt the road 
in order that it is maintained. 

 
 The Chairman asked that the residents write in to the Parish Council with full details and a 

map showing the actual location of the road.  This would be passed on to DCC Highways 
with the support from the Parish Council. 

 
 They further added that the steps leading from St Johns Road to Dale Road could be cleared 

from overhanging shrubbery.  The residents stated that they had contacted DCC and were 
told that the path leading from St Johns Road upwards was not a footpath.  The Clerk was 
asked to investigate this issue. 

 
 The other member of the public wished to make the Parish Council aware that he was new 

to the area running a business on North Parade.  He had a background of arranging food 
festivals in the summer together with winter wonderlands in the winter and stated that he 
would like to bring this to Matlock Bath.  He further raised the issue of the pedlars during the 
illuminations.  The Chairman responded by saying that DDDC had investigated the 
complaints regarding the pedlars and it was found that only two of the pedlars in attendance 
on the 19th September had no licence.  The Clerk was asked to forward the e-mail the Parish 
Council had received from DDDC regarding the pedlars.  The member of the public also 
raised the issue of bins on the highway and wished to clean up the area. 

 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police Representative present. 
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C Report from County Council 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that DCC had issues with the scaffolding which had been 

erected outside one of the businesses on the Parades which would be followed up.  Concern 
had been expressed as the contractors had not applied for a licence and also the fact that 
tables and chairs had been tied to the scaffolding.  The Enforcement Officer has asked the 
owners to remove the tables and chairs. 

 
 Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that DCC was still looking into the options available to the 

residents of St Johns Road.  She suggested that the Parish Council ask DDDC if they would 
increase the number of resident’s parking spaces available in Artists Corner Car Park. 

 
 The Clerk, on behalf of Cllr Wilderspin who was not present at the meeting, asked Cllr 

Ratcliffe why Costa Coffee in Matlock have had their tables and chairs removed from the 
highway and had to apply for permission to site them. 

 
 Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that the issue of street furniture will be looked at. 
 
D Report from District Council 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that the Governance & Resources Committee had decided to vote 

 for Option A, to repair the toilets in Memorial Gardens.    In addition a further £70,000 
 (approx.) will be spent on vastly improving the interior.  The work will now go out to tender.  It 
is not known when the work will start or finish but it is hoped that the toilets will be open by 
the start of the 2016 visitor season.  Until that time is reached, the present temporary toilet 
arrangements will stay in place. 

 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that he and Cllr Joyce Pawley had met with Inspector Booth and 

discussed various issues including the lack of policing. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that DDDC is looking at long term plans for litter and waste bins. 
 
 In view of the increasing amount of litter and cigarette stubs, it was suggested the Parish 

Council look at employing someone to sweep the village.  It was agreed to look into this. 
 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that a meeting would be held to look at the future positively. 
 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that the Police would be monitoring the scooter event in the 

future.  The marshalling process and a code of conduct will be put on the website to ensure 
that the event runs smoothly in the future. 

 
  
Cllrs Purdy, Pawley and Ratcliffe were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 



Council Meeting 
 

01.09.15 Apologies 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Michael Wilderspin. 
 
02.09.15 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 
 
 Cllr Baranek signed the register for item 05.09.15 CiLCA. 
 
03.09.15 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th July 2015 be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.09.15 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  
 St Johns Road - The Clerk reported that she had contacted DDDC to see whether it would 

be possible for St Johns Road to be closed during the fireworks evenings of the 
illuminations.  DDDC had confirmed that although the road would be closed, they would not 
be able to provide marshals.  The Clerk had asked the residents to monitor the situation and 
report back as to the effectiveness of the road closure. 

 
 The Clerk reported that since 21st January 2014, it was against DCC policy to introduce any 

further Access Only roads.  As a result, Cllr Irene Ratcliffe had arranged a site meeting with 
the residents, an Officer at DCC and the Parish Council to discuss possible alternative 
options to help with the parking problems on the road.  DCC suggested a residents parking 
scheme.  However, it was felt that this sort of scheme may not solve the problems of 
residents of Dale Road parking on St Johns Road. Although there was a ‘no turning’ sign at 
the bottom of St Johns Road, with the current for sale signs, it was not always possible to 
see this sign clearly.  Cllr Ratcliffe agreed to look into the possibility of alternative signage 
and report back to the Parish Council in due course.  It was also agreed to contact DDDC to 
see whether there would be any possibility in increasing the number of residents parking 
permits in Artists Corner Car Park although the Clerk confirmed that DDDC had reported that 
this would not be increased. 

 
 Area Community Forum - The Clerk reported that the next meeting of the Area Community 

Forum would be held on Monday 2nd November 2015.  The Clerk asked for a volunteer to 
attend. 

 
 Defibrillator – The Clerk reported that she had received correspondence concerning the 

possibility of a defibrillator being located in the village.  Two other local Parish Councils had 
signed up for this scheme and the Clerk was asked to contact both of these councils to 
obtain further information.      Parish Clerk 

 
05.09.15 Committees 
 

(a) Facilities Committee 
 
Sports Area – It was confirmed that only one further response had been received 
from the appeal in the June Newsletter supporting the renovation of the sports area. 
 
Cllr Dave Mowle agreed to obtain a quote for a smaller renovation project. 
 
Benches – It was confirmed that three new benches have been ordered and will be 
fitted shortly.  Renovations to the benches in Memorial Gardens will also be done 
shortly. 
 



War Memorial – It was confirmed that the cleaning of the war memorial, usually 
undertaken in November, will be deferred until after the renovation to the public 
conveniences in Memorial Gardens is completed. 

 
(b) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Litter Bins – It was confirmed that DDDC has agreed to replace the bin on Fishpond 

Hill with a large, lidded one. 
 
 The suggestion about replacing the single bins outside the take away outlets with 

large lidded bins is still being pursued.  The Clerk agreed to follow this up. 
           Parish Clerk 
 
 Proposed Revised Minor Maintenance Scheme Consultation - Concerns were 

expressed regarding the proposed revised minor maintenance scheme.  Currently the 
Parish Council is paid a set amount per year to supplement the work undertaken by 
DCC.  Under the new proposed scheme the Parish Council would have to identify a 
project and bid for funds although more money could be available.  The Clerk was 
asked to enquire how many projects could be bid for per year and what constituted a 
project.         Parish Clerk 
   

  (c) Finance Committee 
 
 External Audit – It was reported that the external audit report had been received and 

there were no problems. 
 
 Membership of SLCC – It was RESOLVED to renew membership of the SLCC. 
 
 Payments - The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 

    Temple       £20.00 
    Peak District Mining Museum (grant)    £500.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
    Clerk, Expenses, July 2015      £57.07 
    Grant Thornton (audit)     £240.00 
    Spotless       £40.00 
    HMRC (NI payments, August 2015)    £38.75 
    Clerk, Expenses, August 2015     £44.43 
    Twigg        £7.91 
    Clerk Salary, August 2015      £806.05 
    Twigg        £1.58 
    Clerk (prizes for competitions)    £120.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing (WW1)     £16.00 
    Spotless       £40.00 
    Mining Museum (room hire, WW1)    £1,200.00 
    HMRC (NI payment, September 2015)   £38.75 
    Plantscape       £396.00 
    Dove Computer Solutions     £21.00 
    Clerk Salary, September 2015    £806.05 
     



    SLCC renewal       £131.00 
    Ashover print       £315.00 
    Cllr Michael Wilderspin (mileage)    £2.25 
    Cllr Peter Baranek (train fare)     £5.80 
    Hodgkinsons Hotel (Village Favourite Prize)   £40.00 
    Fishpond (Village Favourite Prize)    £40.00 
    Clerk, Expenses, September 2015     £95.36 
    Crow Pie       £40.00 
 
   TOTAL        £5,143.00 
 
          

 The Clerk reported the current bank balance, budgeted funds and 
contingency/reserve funds. 

 
 Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) – It was RESOLVED for the 

Clerk to re-sit failed units. 
 
(d) Activities Committee 
 
 Village Evening – Councillors were reminded that the village evening would be 

held on Friday 25th September.  The boats will row at 8.00 pm followed by a BBQ at 
The Temple. 

 
 Prizes for the Village Favourite were confirmed as vouchers for local restaurants in 

the village.   
 
 Seniors Lunch – It was confirmed that there are currently 31 attendees and will be 

held this year at The Temple on 10th December. 
 
 It was further reported that The Temple had very kindly offered to pay for a glass of 

wine or soft drink for each senior attending. 
 
 Christmas Tree – It was reported that discussions had taken place with DDDC to 

discuss the siting of the Christmas Tree this year.  There were three suggestions 
but it was agreed to site the tree on the grass in front of the Memorial Shelter.  The 
Clerk would in due course inform DDDC what size sleeve would be required for the 
tree.  It was further agreed that a rooted tree be planted in Memorial Gardens. 

 
 WW1 – It was reported that the exhibition had now closed but had been well 

attended.  A meeting will be held shortly to discuss next year’s exhibition.  It was 
recommended that the Committee apply for another grant.  This was agreed by 
Councillors. 

 
(e) Communications Committee 
 
 Website – It was confirmed that the website is up and running in light of the 

‘hacking’ in the summer.  The website will be moved over to a new host server 
shortly. 

 
 15/00661/LBALT – Re-painting of shop front (retrospective) – 182 South 

Parade, Matlock Bath 
 
 Councillors discussed the above application.  Councillors were disappointed that the 

new signage and other renovations had not been included in this retrospective 
application.  It was, however, confirmed that DDDC Planning is in correspondence 
with the applicant regarding this.  Cllr Trevor Bowmer agreed to draft a response to 
this application.      Cllr Trevor Bowmer 



 
 T/15/00086/TCA – Works to Trees – 46 Clifton Road, Matlock Bath 
 
 It was RESOLVED to raise no objection to the above application. 

 
 Planning & Signage Issues – It was reported that DDDC had confirmed that they 

are in correspondence with Gullivers to try and reassess the advertising signage. 
 
 Lighting on Upperwood Road – This matter will be referred to the next meeting. 
 
 Walkabouts by DDDC – It was reported that Cllrs Purdy and Pawley, a 

Conservation Officer and a Planning Officer had walked around the village to 
identify any planning contraventions.  A report has subsequently been produced and 
the Clerk agreed to circulate this to all Councillors.  A response will then be made to 
DDDC.       Parish Clerk 

 
 Street Furniture – It was reported that no further information was available 

concerning a meeting with all interested parties to discuss the street furniture issue. 
 
 Notification of Decision Notices- It was reported that a new way of notifying the 

Parish Council of Planning decisions had been introduced.  
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the notes of 11th August 2015. 
 

07.09.15 Proposed Pay and Display 
 
 The response from DCC to the Parish Council’s comments on the proposed pay and display 

scheme was circulated. 
 

Councillors raised concerns that they felt this proposal is a ‘done deal’ and a letter to DCC 
needs to be sent expressing this.  Further concerns included the impact the scheme will 
have on visitor numbers and cars parking on side roads.  It was agreed to write to DCC to 
outline the concerns.  The matter will be discussed at the next meeting when it is hoped the 
formal consultation process will have opened. 
 

08.09.15 Winter Service Plan 
 
 It was reported that Cllr Michael Wilderspin had offered to act as Snow Warden for the winter 

service plan. As part of this scheme, DCC will deliver ‘free’ salt for distribution to volunteers 
who clear the pavements and pathways of the village.  It is hoped that other volunteers will 
work alongside Cllr Wilderspin to distribute ‘free’ grit to residents.   

 
 It was confirmed that volunteers on Woodland Terrace, Derby Road and the pathway by the 

Fishpond would clear snow and ice in these areas.  Although the Parish Council is aware of 
self-help groups around the village who already clear snow and ice, in order to use the ‘free’ 
salt, volunteers must register with the Parish Council for this scheme. 

 
 The Clerk reported that an e-mail had been received regarding the lack of grit bins on Holme 

Road.  Although DCC will not provide any additional bins, they will re-locate under-used bins.  
It was agreed to ask DCC to relocate a bin currently on Upperwood to Holme Road.  
Councillors asked whether it would be possible for the Parish Council to provide more grit 
bins.   

 
 It was agreed that the Facilities Committee look at the location of grit bins, grit spreaders and 

the possibility of purchasing further bins and report back to full Council as soon as possible. 



 
09.09.15 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 

(b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – The Notes from the last meeting will be 
circulated once available.   

 
(c) Illuminations – It was reported that complaints had been received in connection with 

pedlars during illuminations.  All complaints have been referred to DDDC.  A full 
response regarding conditions for pedlars has been received by the Parish Council. 

 
(d) Friends of Matlock Bath – It was reported that the Friends of Matlock Bath had met 

with Cllrs Purdy and Pawley to discuss issues and questions they had.  The Friends 
of Matlock Bath have been advised to discuss issues with the Parish Council before 
embarking on any work to ensure that there is no duplication.  It was further reported 
that the Friends, in agreement with the owners of the New Bath Hotel, will provide car 
parking during the seven fireworks evenings of the illuminations.  On the first night, 
£645 was raised.  All money will be split between 3 community groups. 

 
10.09.15 Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 
 
  It was reported that DALC had asked that the Parish Council give feedback on the service 
  they receive.  The Clerk was asked to send through comments. Parish Clerk  
 
11.09.15 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
   The Clerk was asked to respond to the members of public. 

 
12.09.15 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council or County 
  Council Reports  
 
  Nothing was raised. 
 
13.09.15 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
  The following have been circulated to all Councillors: 
   
  DCC – 20mph speed limits on residential roads consultation 
  DDDC – Tour of Britain 
  DDC – Waste and Recycling Issues 
  DDDC – Pedlars or street trading during the illuminations explanation 
  Peak District National Park Authority – New Trees for Peak District 
  Resident – copy of e-mail sent to DCC on overhanging trees/branches on Upperwood 
  E-mail from visitor re signage on footpaths (and passed to DCC) 
  Copy of e-mail from resident re pedlars/street traders  
  DDDC – Material Planning Considerations Guide 
  E-mail re re-siting of laser boxes 
  E-mail from owners of Rose Cottage (Riva) 
  E-mail from resident re fire hydrant signage removal on Upperwood 
 
  The following have been passed to DCC: 
  E-mail from resident re obstructive parking on Upperwood  
  E-mail from resident re parking on Holme Road during the illuminations 
  E-mail from resident re cones on the highway 

E-mail from resident re water running on A6 by Masson Mills  
E-mail from resident re tarmac path by artists corner car park 

  E-mail from resident re tree blocking footpath number 5 
  E-mail from resident re movement on Upperwood Road 
  E-mail from resident – complaint about A boards along the Parades 
   

  



 The following have been passed to DDDC: 
  E-mail from resident re rats in Artists Corner Car Park 
  E-mail from resident re chain across car park area  
  E-mail from residents re scaffolding 
  E-mail from resident – complaint & additional request about fireworks/illuminations 
  E-mail from resident – complaint about fireworks/illuminations 
  E-mail from resident re litter bin emptying schedule 
   
14.09.15 Date of Next Meeting 
 
  The date of the next meeting is 25th November 2015. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm. 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


