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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 23rd March 2016 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Neal Hunt, Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle,  
 Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 No members of the public were present. 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
  There was no Police Representative present but a report had been forwarded.   There have 

been 10 recorded crimes, 6 of which have been in relation to businesses.  There have been 
no ongoing/reoccurring reports.  There have been two reports of anti-social behaviour, both 
of which have been related to nuisance vehicles.  Overall crime and anti-social behaviour 
figures remain low with no immediate concerns.  

 
C Report from County Council 
 
  Biker’s Ride Out Protest – Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that she was arranging a meeting 

with the Police, representatives of DCC, District Councillors and the Parish Council.  The 
Clerk agreed to notify Cllr Ratcliffe who would be attending on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
 Inconsiderate Parking – Cllr Ratcliffe reported that there were increasing reports of 

inconsiderate parking especially at the bottom of Holme Road.  This issue seemed to be 
falling between the Police and the Enforcers.   

 
 Cllr Purdy responded by clarifying that if a vehicle is parked on the pavement within 15 

metres of the yellow lines, this is the job of the Enforcers.  If a vehicle is obstructing, this is a 
matter for the Police.   

 
 Cllr Ratcliffe stressed that there is a need to stop vehicles parking on pavements. 
 
 Pay and Display – Cllr Purdy asked Cllr Ratcliffe whether the pay and display would be 

going ahead.  She reported that with backing she felt confident it would proceed.  During 
discussions two Councillors felt that the County Council was not clear on the Parish 
Council’s position.  It was therefore confirmed that: 

 
 Matlock Bath Parish Council cannot support the TRO in its current format because it does 

not provide a comprehensive and holistic approach to parking in Matlock Bath as highlighted 
in earlier submissions made by the Parish Council to the County Council. It fails to take into 
consideration some of the specific needs of Matlock Bath including seasonal parking 
charges and the use of the Derbyshire Dales residents pass.  The Parish Council is 
concerned about the possible effect on trade in the village and on the limited parking on the 
side roads including the access only roads. 

 
 Cllr Ratcliffe further reported, that she was awaiting the full report on the representations 

made.     

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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D Report from District Council 
 
 The following items were raised by the District Councillors: 
 
 Public Toilets – Cllr Purdy reported that he and Cllr Joyce Pawley would be monitoring the 

provision of temporary public convenience facilities whilst the Memorial Gardens toilets are 
out of action.  Cllr Pawley asked if the Parish Council were happy with the number of toilets 
proposed as it was difficult to assess the demand.   

 
 Councillors expressed their concern that last year when more cubicles were provided, the 

ladies, especially, always had a queue.  Cllr Purdy and Cllr Pawley agreed to speak to 
Officers again. 

 
 Cllrs Purdy and Pawley were asked whether more signage explaining why the Memorial 

Gardens toilets are closed would be posted in the Gardens.  Cllr Purdy agreed to follow this 
up. 

 
 Local Plan – Cllr Purdy reported that Council approved the Local Plan which will now go 

forward for public consultation.  A series of workshops and public meetings have been 
planned to enable this public consultation and everyone is encouraged to attend.    Details of 
the meetings can be found on Derbyshire Dales website and the Parish Council’s website. 

 
 Trade and Litter Bins – Cllr Purdy reported that he and Cllr Pawley had met with Officers to 

discuss the long standing issue of large waste bins on the Parades.  Unfortunately no 
resolution can be found to this issue because of the difficulties traders have in finding an 
alternative place to site them.   

 
 Cllr Jennifer Nettleship raised the issue of litter bins.  Following the litter bin review and some 

bins removed has caused an increase in litter and dog poo in the village.  Cllr Purdy agreed 
to have a look at the provision. 

 
 Cllr Peter Baranek outlined the work the Parish Council was undertaking for the Clean for the 

Queen initiative.  He asked that thanks be given to the Clean Team for taking away the 
rubbish quickly and efficiently. 

 
 Big Belly Bins – Cllr Purdy reported that a report has been put forward to provide big belly 

bins in Matlock Bath and Bakewell.  The capital outlay for the bins is in the region of 
£208,000 but this would be offset by the cost savings as they require emptying less often.   

 
 Cllr Pawley explained that the big belly bins are large bins where the contents are completely 

crushed and sealed within the container.  They are solar powered and send a message to 
the office when they need emptying. 

 
  Bikers Ride-Out Protest – Cllr Purdy reported that he was disappointed at the lack of 

policing at the biker’s ride out protest on 6th March.  Although there was a Police presence, 
no actual policing was done.  There were lots of transgressions of law with a large number of 
complaints received.  Although both District Councillors and the Parish Council had sought 
assurances from the Police as to what arrangements were in place, he felt the public had 
been let down by the lack of policing. 

 
 He further reported that Officers had advised that the Enforcers not to come into Matlock 

Bath for fear of confrontation. 
 
 The Police had reported that there were no public offences during the protest. 
 



 Cllr Purdy stated that he would like to see a letter sent to the Chief Constable or Police 
Commissioner with the support of the Parish Council to express his concerns.  Cllr Pawley 
felt that a meeting between interested parties as outlined by Cllr Irene Ratcliffe should be 
held before a letter is sent. 

 
Cllrs Purdy, Pawley and Ratcliffe were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 

 
Council Meeting 

 
01.03.16 Apologies 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nick Grayshon and Cllr Trevor Bowmer. 
 
02.03.16 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.03.16 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27th January 2016 

be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.03.16 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
  

 Street Furniture – The Clerk reported that she had written to the Leader at 
Derbyshire County Council as agreed at the January meeting regarding street 
furniture.  This letter had been passed to the Cabinet Member for Highways, 
Transport and Infrastructure.  He had responded by stating that DCC is aware of the 
problems being caused by items placed within the public highway along the Parades 
but also of the opposite concerns of the businesses for reduced trade etc.  He further 
confirmed that a letter would be sent to all premises along the Parades, hopefully 
before Easter, to remind them of both the extent of their frontage and the requirement 
to keep the public highway clear for pedestrians to use. 
 

 Toilet Provision – The Clerk reported that it had been confirmed that only 2 toilets 
would be provided in Memorial Gardens.  This would be monitored in the lead up to 
the illuminations.   

 

 Travellers – It was reported that the travellers had vacated Station Car Park and that 
DDDC was seeking to obtain an order preventing them returning to the car park for 
12 months.  However, it was reported that the travellers had now returned to Temple 
Road Car Park.  The Clerk agreed to report this to DDDC as there was still an order 
in place banning them from returning to this car park. 

 
Clerk’s Note: Following the meeting it was confirmed by DDDC that the existing 
order on Temple Road Car Park expires on 26th May.  They are looking to implement 
that through appointing bailiffs as soon as possible. 
 

 Bikers Ride Out – 6th March – It was reported that a number of written and verbal 
responses had been received regarding the ride-out, all of which had been passed to 
both DDDC and DCC. 

 



05.03.16 Committees 
 
   (a) Activities Committee 
 

Art Exhibition – It was reported that an Art Exhibition would be held from 28th May-
5th June which would showcase the past 36 years’ winners of the Pro Loco Art 
Competition.  The exhibition will be held in the Pump Room of the Pavilion.  Details 
are in the March Newsletter and on the website. 

 
   (b) Communications Committee 

 
It was reported that the March Newsletter would be delivered over the next few days. 
 
It was reported that a local community group had circulated an e-mail containing 
information relating to events the Parish Council is hosting.  Some of the information 
was incorrect.  It was agreed that whilst the Parish Council was appreciative of any 
group highlighting the work of the Parish Council, the information should be checked 
for accuracy before circulation.  The Clerk agreed to speak to the administrator of the 
community group. 

 
(c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Clean for the Queen – It was reported that the Payback Team had collected litter on 

behalf of the Parish Council for the Clean for the Queen initiative.  24 bags had been 
filled.  A supply of purple bags can be obtained from Town Hall for anyone wishing to 
be part of the initiative.  The Chairman reported that DDDC had acted quickly and 
efficiently in collecting the bags of rubbish. 

 
 Derwentwise Project – It was reported that this project had been set up by 

Derbyshire Wildlife who had obtained a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund with a 
view to opening up vistas along the River Derwent.  It was further reported that the 
Chairman had met with representatives of the Project to discuss proposed sites which 
had been identified by the Environment & Conservation Committee.  4 sites were 
discussed – Around Artists Corner, land opposite Cables B&B, land from Memorial 
Shelter to the bridge and the land behind the Pavilion.  A specification will now be 
drawn up and they will liaise with DDDC and the Environment Agency for all of the 
necessary permissions.  This will be Phase 1 of a 5 year project.  

 
 Community Pay Back Team – It was reported that the Community Pay Back Team 

had cleared the sports area of shrubbery/undergrowth around the cattle trough and 
some other areas along the A6.  All brash removed will be chipped and scattered. 

 
(d) Facilities Committee  

 
Sports Area –It was reported that as we were planning to extend the court area, an 
application for planning permission had been submitted to DDDC..  As soon as a 
decision has been made, work will continue in the area. 

 
It was further reported that DDDC had arranged for the overhanging trees to be 
removed.   

 
 (e) Finance Committee 
 
 Grants – It was reported that one of the applicants had not used up the whole 

amount of the grant awarded.  As a result, a grant of £340 had therefore been 
awarded to the Raft Event as agreed at the January meeting. 

 
  



 Payments 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 
 Temple     £40.00 
 Twiggs     £18.79 
 David Russell (plants)   £6.00 
 XL Displays    £121.80 
 Platts Harris    £38.08  
 Crow Pie Marketing   £40.00 
 Hot Graphix    £25.00 
 HMRC (NI, February 2016)  £59.82 
 Clerk, Salary (February)  £877.94 
 Clerk, Expenses (February)  £101.02 
 Spotless (February)   £40.00 
 Information Commissioner  £35.00 
 A Tatum (tree work)   £50.00 
 DASAC (grant)    £340.00 
 Crow Pie Marketing   £236.00 
 HMRC (NI, March 2016)  £52.66 
 Clerk, Salary (March)   £853.50 
 Clerk, Expenses (March)  £126.81 
 DDDC (planning application)  £97.50 
 Temple     £20.00 
 Spotless (March)   £40.00 
 Ashover Print    £340.00 
 Temple     £20.00  
 DALC     £185.85 
 

 Total     £3,765.77 
 
 Data Protection – It was reported that the Parish Council needed to obtain a licence 

in order to store and process information.  This was RESOLVED. 
 
 DALC Renewal – It was RESOLVED to renew DALC membership for 2016/2017. 
 
 Internal Auditor – It was RESOLVED to approach Brian Wood to act as Internal 

Auditor for the 2015/2016 accounts. 
 

(f) Planning Committee 
 
 182 South Parade (Notification of Appeal Letter) – It was reported that a decision 

on the appeal of the enforcement order was imminent. 
 
 Gullivers, Temple Road (Notification of Appeal Letter) – It was reported that a 

decision on the appeal of the planning outcome was imminent. 
 
 Clerk’s Note: Since the meeting, we have received notification that the appeal has 

been dismissed.  
 
 Holme Road – Extension of Double Yellow Lines – It was reported that the order 

for the extension of the double yellow lines at the top of Holme Road was out for 
consultation.  The Clerk was asked to circulate the order to all Councillors.  As the 
Parish Council had already made representation, further responses should be made 
directly to DCC.      Parish Clerk 

 



06.03.16 Power of General Competence 
 
  It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.  The Clerk was asked to circulate 

information pertaining to the PoGC.     Parish Clerk 
 
07.03.16 Into the Future Project 
 
 It was reported that all information relating to the project was now on the website.  It was 

further reported that a business focus group meeting had been held recently and was well 
attended.  A resident focus group meeting will be held on 14th April where it is hoped that as 
many residents will attend as possible. 

 
 Cllr Peter Baranek reported that a request had been received from a resident who had asked 

if two residents could be members of the Steering Group or as observers.  Councillors 
agreed that the Parish Council represented all residents together with both District 
Councillors and the County Council.  As a result, it was felt that the residents were 
sufficiently represented.  It was agreed that it was difficult to include observers as they would 
not be allowed to speak during meetings.  Councillors therefore, agreed that the structure of 
the Steering Group should not be changed.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the resident.
          Parish Clerk   

 
08.03.16 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – A ‘gig’ had been held recently and had made a £5,000 profit.  There was 

  nothing further to report. 
 

(b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported that he had 
been unable to attend the last DVRP meeting in March but the Minutes of the 
meeting would be circulated as soon as they have been received. 

 
(c) Illuminations – There was nothing to report 
 
(d) Friends of Matlock Bath – There was nothing to report. 
 
(e) Footpaths – There was nothing to report. 
 

09.03.16 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
10.03.16 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the District and County Council 

Reports 
 
 Biker’s Ride Out Protest – Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Cllr Dave Mowle and Cllr Jennifer 

Nettleship agreed to attend a meeting called by DCC with the Police to discuss the 
arrangements for the ride-out.  The Clerk was asked to ascertain a date from Cllr Ratcliffe 
and they would ensure that a representative was sent. 

 
11.03.16 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following items have been received: 
 

 1 e-mail complaint from visitor re toilets – passed to DDDC  
 1 e-mail complaint from resident re travellers – passed to DDDC 
 
 1 copy of e-mail complaint from resident re parking on 6th March – passed to DDC/DDDC 
1 e-mail from resident regarding ride out on 6th March – passed to DCC/DDDC 
 
  



1 copy of e-mail from trader re suggestion for pay and display – passed to DCC & circulated 
to all Councillors 
 
Councillors felt that this was a good initiative but were unsure how it could only apply to 
bikers and not all road users.  As the Parish Council was not in a position to move this 
initiative forward, it was agreed to forward it to DCC.  The Clerk agreed to contact the trader 
to inform him of the action. 
 
1 e-mail re use of Nature Reserve for school children – passed to Environment Committee 
 
1 e-mail – DDDC re removal of bring sites – circulated to all Councillors 
DDDC – Area Community Forum Notes – circulated to all Councillors 
 
1 e-mail – DCC – consultation for community bus services – noted 
 1 e-mail – DCC – Blue Badge crackdown campaign – noted 
 2 e-mails from residents regarding tree removal – noted 
 DDDC – Notice of Election of Police Commissioner – noted 
 
1 e-mail from resident re dog poo – noted and passed to DDDC. 
  

12.03.16 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th May 2016.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 


