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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 21st March 2018 at 7.00 pm at The New Bath Hotel, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Lorraine 

Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Philip Shields, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were 3 members of the public present.  They did not wish to speak. 
  
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police representative present. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe was welcomed to the meeting. 
 
 Cllr Ratcliffe reported that she was still trying to sort out the problem of the leak across the 

A6.  She further reported that an update on Waterloo Road had been sent through. 
 
D Report from District Council 
 
  Cllr Garry Purdy was welcomed to the meeting.   

 
Cllr Purdy reported that the Leisure Review was due and a report would be going to Council.  
It was thought that it will be recommended that leisure centres be taken over by public 
companies. 
 
Cllr Purdy further reported that the main issue at the moment was the consultation on the 
public conveniences.  He confirmed that the proposal is to install a turnstile at Memorial 
Gardens toilets and charge 20p per visit.  The toilets at Artists Corner and the Pavilion may 
close.  Garry reported that DDDC has to make a saving of £1.2 million pounds but that he 
and Cllr Joyce Pawley would be objecting to the closures.  Cllr Purdy felt that the toilets at 
Artists Corner could be made viable by putting a levy on the car parking.   
 
It was reported that it costs £22,000 to run the toilets at the Pavilion with around £50,000 of 
repairs needed but this could be reduced if they were taken over by a private company or 
group.  However, it was thought they could still be made viable if they were made a ‘pay on 
entry’. 
 
 It was hoped that the toilets would still be open for this season including the illuminations. 
 

Cllr Garry Purdy was thanked for attending the meeting. 
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Council Meeting 
 
01.03.18 Apologies 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Michael Wilderspin and Cllr Jennifer 

Nettleship.  Cllr Nick Grayshon sent his apologies for the first part of the meeting.   
 
02.03.18 Declaration of Members’ Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   
 
03.03.18 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th January be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.03.18 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
 
 Renewal of DALC Subscription – It was RESOLVED to renew the DALC subscription for 
 2018/2019. 
 
 Closure of Footpath 9 – The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from a resident 

 following the closure of Footpath 9.  DCC has been contacted to ascertain what the problem 
is and when the footpath will be re-opened.  It is understood that the fallen wall belongs to 
The Temple Hotel.  Once a response is received from DCC, Councillors will discuss any 
further possible action. 

 
It was RESOLVED to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 to allow Councillors to discuss this confidential item. 
 
05.03.18 Co-option 
 
  It was RESOLVED to co-opt Helen Keay to the Parish Council. 
 
  After signing the Declaration and completing the Register of Pecuniary Interests Form, Helen 
  joined the meeting. 
 
It was RESOLVED to re-open the meeting to the press and public. 
 
 
06.03.18 Committees 
 
  (a) Art and Photography Competitions – A poster for each competition has been set 

  up and these will be displayed around the village over the Easter holidays. 
 
   A meeting will be held in due course to discuss all other activities. 
 
   (b) Communications Committee 
 

 Newsletter – It was reported that the next Newsletter would be delivered to all 
residents and businesses hopefully before Easter. 

 
  (c) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
   There was nothing to report. 
 
  



 (d) Facilities Committee 
 
   It was noted that the War Memorial is now listed. 
 
 (e) Planning Committee 
 
  Neighbourhood Plan – It was reported that work on this had started and would take 

at least 18 months to complete.  It was confirmed that Notification of the intention of 
the Parish Council to produce a Neighbourhood Plan will be sent to  
 Derbyshire Dales District Council shortly. 

 
 Planning Applications – It was reported that the application for Rose Cottage for 

signage and development had been refused by DDDC. 
 

(f) Finance Committee 
 
 Payments 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 
 Spotless      £40.00 
 NEST (January)     £101.81 
 AO Cumbernauld     £63.34 
 Clerk, Salary, February 2018    £859.06 
 Clerk, Expenses, February 2018   £109.01 
 Amberol Limited     £1,542.24 
 Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 
 Crow Pie Marketing (renewal domain name)  £96.00 
 Denis Harvey (noticeboard repairs)   £220.00 
 Denis Harvey (footpaths)    £225.00 
 NEST (February)     £101.81 
 AO Cumbernauld     £63.34 
 NEST (March)      £101.81 
 Crow Pie Marketing (back up and admin)  £80.00 
 Clerk, Expenses, March 2018    £88.96 
 Clerk, Salary, March 2018    £859.06 
 
 Total       £5490.50 
 

07.03.18 LEADER Grant 
 
  It was reported that with the proposed changes for Phase 2, the Clerk would shortly be 

 writing to Peak Leader to request permission to change the specification together with three 
re-quotes. The revised quotes will include 3 more trees illuminated with branch wrap and 2 
fewer river crossings. 

 
 Although a request to meet with DDDC to discuss the use of the lights during the 

illuminations, no response had been received. 
 
 It was reported that in view of the public conveniences consultation, it was not possible to 

order the fingerposts until the decision of the closure of toilets has been made.  The map for 
the lecterns is nearly finished but as with the fingerposts, it is not possible to go ahead yet 
with the lecterns until the consultation has ended and a decision made by DDDC.   

 
It was reported that pre-planning permission had been sought for the fingerposts and 
lecterns and had been advised that advertising consent was required.   
 
It was agreed to speak to Peak Leader about the problems to ensure that the grant was not 
at risk. 

 



 Cllr Peter Baranek requested that the contractor who has designed the map should be paid 
for his work when he submits his invoice although it is recognised that this will be before the 
grant is paid.  This was agreed. 

 
08.03.18 Matlock Bath Station 
 
   New Planting Barrels – It was reported that 10 new barrels have been purchased to  

  replace the existing ones which were in dis-repair.  Three new barrels have been planted up 
  and the remainder will be done in due course. 

 
09.03.18 Matlock Bath Development Association CIC 
 
  It was reported that the Frankenstein Festival will be launched on 28th March.  Posters have 

been designed and will be displayed in the village. 
 
 The Arts Council grant to assist in funding the Festival had been refused.  However, this has 

now been re-submitted and it is hoped that a decision will be made by the middle of April.  
Within the grant is funding to employ a Festival Co-ordinator/Promoter. 

 
 It was reported that the Development Association will oversee the Festival including 

promotion, but businesses and groups will host some of the events. 
 
 It was reported that an accessibility study had been undertaken which had resulted in a 40+ 

page report.  The report contains a number of recommendations.  It is hoped that this will 
‘open doors’ for grants. 

 
Cllr Nick Grayshon joined the meeting. 
 
10.03.18 Appointment of Internal Auditor 
 
  It was RESOLVED to approach Brian Wood to act as Internal Auditor again this year. 
 
11.03.18 Review of Matlock Bath Public Conveniences 
 
 Councillors discussed the report from DDDC regarding the possible closures of the public 

conveniences at Artists Corner and the Pavilion.  It was noted that the toilets at Memorial 
Gardens will have a turnstile fitted and a charge of 20p will be made. 

 
 It was reported that the Canoe Club had wanted to take over the toilets at Artists Corner.  

This however has failed as there is an issue with shafts underneath the toilet block.  This 
would prevent any extension work being made to the building.   

 
 It was acknowledged that it was important for the toilets to be kept open in view of the 

number of visitors the village gets each year.  Concern was expressed for the Mining 
Museum as without toilet facilities it would not be possible for school parties to attend. 

 
 It was reported that the Pavilion Group has met to discuss if they are able to assist with 

keeping the Pavilion toilets open. 
 
 The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from the Mining Museum requesting that 

the Parish Council (or the Development Association) take over the toilets.  Councillors 
discussed this but felt that whilst grants may be obtained for renovations etc, the on-going 
costs were not sustainable by the Parish Council. 

 
 Councillors agreed that a response to the consultation should be sent in to DDDC outlining 

their concerns with the possible closure of the public conveniences.  The Clerk agreed to put 
together a response and circulate it to all Councillors before submission. 

 



12.03.18 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 

(a) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – It was reported that a request had been made to 
Peak Rail to ascertain whether it would be possible for them to run a service during 
the illuminations whilst the renovations to Derby Station are been done.  No response 
has been received. 

 
(b) Illuminations – It was reported that the Illuminations Working Group had met at the 

beginning of February.  Although the Parish Council should have been invited, no 
invitation had been forthcoming.  The Clerk reported that she had contacted the 
Illuminations Manager regarding this. 

 
(c) Footpaths – It was reported that a resident had reported a dangerous tree on 

Footpath 14.  This has been referred to DCC. 
 
(d) Pavilion – It was reported that the Pavilion Group have received a grant for £40,000 

for gutter work.  Work will start during half term. 
 

 
13.03.18 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation, District 

Council, County Council or Police Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
14.03.18 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following correspondence has been received: 
 
 DDDC – The Great British Spring Clean, 2-4 March - noted 
 DCC – Mobile Library Route Updates – noted 
 
 DCC – Temporary Closure of Footpath 9 x2 – circulated to all Councillors 
 DDDC – Review of Public Conveniences Report – circulated to all Councillors 
 
15.03.18 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meetings will be held on Wednesday 9th May 2018 as follows: 
 
 Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – 6.00 pm 
 Annual Parish Meeting – 6.30 pm 
 Full Council Meeting – 7.00 pm 
  
It was RESOLVED to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 to allow Councillors to discuss this confidential item. 
 
16.03.18 Rental of Sports Area 
 
 Councillors discussed the three proposals received to rent the Sports Area.  It was 

RESOLVED to offer the Agreement to one of the interested parties. 
 
 It was confirmed that we are still awaiting the outcome of the planning permission.  
 
The meeting closed at 10.00 am. 
 

 
  

 


