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MINUTES of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Thursday 16th November 2017 at 7.00 pm at The New Bath Hotel 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal Hunt, Cllr 

Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Cllr Philip Shields, Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie 
Baranek (Clerk) 

 
 
 
01.11.17 Apologies 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Dave Mowle.   
 
02.11.17 Declaration of Members’ Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.    
 
It was RESOLVED to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act to allow Councillors to discuss this confidential item. 
 
03.11.17 LEADER Grant 
 

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had been successful in obtaining a part grant 
from LEADER.  Eligible expenditure is as follows: 
 

Description of 
Item 

Eligible Cost 
(as per quotation) 

Grant 
Rate 

Total Grant 
Awarded 

 
Winter Lighting 

 
£20,469.00 

 
75% 

 
£15,351.75 

 
Fingerposts 

 
£2,806.00 

 
75% 

 
£2,104.50 

 
Lecterns 
Map 

 
£5,010.00 
£700.00 

 
75% 
75% 

 
£3,757.50 
£525.00 

 
 
Winter Lighting – It was reported that funding towards the lights have been received from: 
 
Local Projects Fund (DDDC) - £700 
 Community Priorities Fund (DCC) - £1,000 
Friends of Matlock Bath - £1,000 
 
Ringfenced and budgeted funds (PC) - £3,000 

 
Council discussed the possibility of having two phases for the lighting.  The first phase would 
include the lighting in the tree in Memorial Gardens and the festoon lighting between 
Memorial Gardens and Jubilee Bridge.  The remainder of the project would be completed for 
Christmas 2018.  The delay in phase 2 is due to the number of permissions required. 
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It was reported that DDDC has agreed for the Parish Council to utilise the current electrical 
infrastructure for the lighting.  A site meeting was held on 14th November to identify the 
infrastructure we would like to use for Phase 1 of the lighting.  Following that meeting, the 
Clerk was informed that a new policy was introduced in April 2017 whereby the Parish 
Council will need to apply for a licence to site the new lighting as well as the Christmas Tree 
in Memorial Gardens.  The fee for this is £50.  The Clerk reported that the matter was being 
taken up by our District Councillors since this new policy has not been notified to any 
Parish/Town Council. 
 
It was further reported that there could also be an implication with the storage of the 
Christmas lighting as DDDC wish the Parish Council to have a lease for the storage in the 
Memorial Shelter.  The Clerk reported that she was awaiting a return telephone call from 
DDDC to discuss this.  The matter will therefore be discussed further at a future Parish 
Council meeting. 
 
Fingerposts – As there is no budget, the Parish Council will need to fund the 25%.  It was 
agreed that this could be taken out of contingency. 
 
Lecterns (and Map) – It was reported that there was currently £1,000 in the budget for an 
information board which was no longer required.  Therefore this money will be used to fund 
the lecterns. 
 
For the winter lighting, fingerposts and lecterns (excluding the map), the Parish Council will 
also need to meet the costs of VAT.  This will be reclaimed at relevant intervals. 
 
It was reported that the terms of the grant mean that the Parish Council will be required to 
meet the invoice costs and then claim back from LEADER.   
 
Cllr Trevor Bowmer raised the issue of the outputs and whether there would be a penalty if 
the Parish Council could not meet the outputs listed in the application since they were all out 
of the control of the Parish Council.  The Clerk agreed to contact Project Leader to find out. 
 
Clerk’s Note: The Project Leader has confirmed that the Parish Council has to demonstrate 
and evidence that they have done everything possible to obtain the information needed to 
show outputs forecast. 
 

  Ineligible Expenditure – It was reported that no grant funding had been received for: 
 

• Renovation of sports area 

• Memorial Gardens surfacing 

• Memorial Gardens signage 
 

It was agreed that the Memorial Gardens surfacing and Memorial Gardens signage be 
passed to the Matlock Bath Development Association CIC to ascertain whether they would 
wish to submit a grant funding application for this. 
 
Regarding the Sports Area, the Clerk asked whether full Council wished to submit a grant 
application to Sport England (Community Asset Fund).  The grant is a two stage application 
and no deadlines are set so the application could be sent in once ready.  It was agreed that 
the Parish Council would need to show Sport England support for the sports area in the 
application.  As a result it was further agreed that there should be an article in the next 
Newsletter asking residents to contact the Parish Council with their thoughts on the sports 
area and what they would like see it used for.   
 
It was RESOLVED to sign the contract for the LEADER grant for winter lighting, fingerposts 
and lecterns. 
 

  The meeting closed at 8.15 pm. 
 
 


