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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 15th July 2015 at 7.00 pm at The Temple, Matlock Bath 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Lorraine Keeble, 

Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Jennifer Nettleship, Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman),  
Julie Baranek (Clerk) 

 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were four members of the public present. 
 
 A member of the public, on behalf of the other members present, raised the issue of 

increasing problems with parking on St Johns Road.  She outlined that some residents on 
artists’ corner were using St Johns Road to park their vehicles causing problems and 
obstructions.  Walkers to the area are ignoring the signs at the bottom of the road and 
leaving their cars on the road so as not to have to pay for parking in the car parks.  This 
causes major problems for residents of St Johns Road as they are either not able to drive up 
the road or they could not access their properties.  It was commented that parking was worse 
during the illuminations and last year the police were called to address incidents of 
obstruction and abuse by visitors to the area. 

 
 St Johns Road has two signs at the bottom – a police notice saying that there is no access 

and another notice saying no turning space.  Unfortunately these notices are not stopping 
people from entering or parking on the road. 

 
 The Chairman explained that parking issues do not come under the jurisdiction of the Parish 

Council but that they would do everything they could to support the residents and would take 
forward their concerns and comments to DDDC and DCC to see if any action can be taken.  
It was suggested that St Johns Road is made an Access Only Road.  Although this may not 
completely stop people parking on the road, it may deter some.  Various suggestions were 
put forward and the Parish Council agreed to talk to the District and County Councillors when 
they arrived for the meeting.  Residents on St Johns Road said they wish to be proactive and 
were willing to help try and solve the problem in any way they could. 

 
 The members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 There was no Police Representative present. 
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C Report from County Council 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that she would be speaking to a café on North Parade 
 concerning a licence for the music festival as there had been issues this year. 
 

 Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that the County Council were looking again at the issue of pay 
 and display on the Parades.  She reported that there is a need to formalise parking in 
 Matlock Bath and it needs to be better enforced in view of the increase in traffic in the 
village.  She added that this is a countywide initiative and would go out to formal consultation 
over the summer. 
 
Cllr Michael Wilderspin commented that in 2012 when the Parish Council had looked at this 
initiative they had submitted proposals to DCC.  It was noted that none of the suggestions 
made have been included in this new proposal.  Cllr Ratcliffe suggested that the Parish 
Council re-submit these comments.  Concern was expressed by the Parish Council that no 
prior notice had been given to it regarding the pay and display. 
 

D Report from District Council 
 
 Cllr Joyce Pawley reported that the Governance & Resources Committee will be meeting on 
  Thursday 16th July to consider a report on the Memorial Gardens toilets.  The report will 
 set out the options for the toilets/replacement facilities and their indicative costs.  Councillors 
 will then decide which of the options should be taken forward for public consultation over the 
 summer.   
 
 Cllr Pawley further added that she had been pleased to announce at a meeting on 24th June 
 that the illuminations will go ahead this year following the decision to make safe Lovers 
 Walks. 
 
 Cllr Pawley commented that the Parish Council needed an overall strategy to combat the 
 increasing problems in the village. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that the issue with regard overhanging trees and shrubbery on the 
 riverside will be dealt with. 
 
 Following a complaint about the litter on the Parades, Cllr Purdy confirmed that DDDC would 
 be looking at the broken locks on the litter bins.  It was acknowledged that litter was 
 becoming a problem in Matlock Bath but that DDDC would not introduce any extra bins.  
 However, they will consider re-siting an under-used bin or replacing a small bin with a large 
 one.  He further confirmed that there had not been a reduction in the service of emptying the 
 bins and that DDDC gave Matlock Bath strong attention to this in view of the number of 
 visitors coming. 
 
 Cllr Purdy reported that DDDC would be looking at better lighting for the illuminations and 
 get are hoping to get something in place this year.   However, the priority at the moment is to 
 sort out Lovers Walks which is costing the authority a lot of money.  Further surveys will have 
 to be done on the whole rock face and an annual inspection could ensue. 
 
  Cllr Dave Mowle reported that damage had been done to the fencing during the scaling.  

 This has been  reported to DDDC. 
 
  Cllr Purdy reported that the Enforcement Officer at DDDC had requested work to stop at the 

 Fishpond as planning permission had not been sought for some of the works. 
 

 Cllr Purdy reported that DDDC representatives had met with the company who had 
demonstrated the new lighting system in April.  There appears to be a misunderstanding 
over the timescale of a possible contract but that they would speak further to clarify the 
situation. 

 
 Cllr Purdy stressed that the authority could not automatically give a contract to this company 

and it had to put it out for tender.  Cllr Grayshon felt that it would probably not be worth the 



company pursuing the contract as £10,000 for new lighting was not enough.  Cllr Purdy 
responded by saying that £10,000 was a lot of money for the authority and it was imperative 
that they were aware of what they were getting for this sort of money. 

 
 The Chairman informed Cllrs Purdy and Pawley that 4 members of the public had attended 

the meeting earlier to express their concerns over the parking problems on St Johns Road 
throughout the year and during the illuminations season.  Various options were spoken about 
and it was suggested that the Parish Council contact DDDC and DCC with these 
suggestions (see item 11.07.15) 

 
   

 Cllrs Purdy, Purley and Ratcliffe were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 
  

 
Council Meeting 

 
01.07.15 Apologies 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Neal Hunt and John Williams. 
 
02.07.15 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 
 
 Cllr Mowle signed the register for item 06.07.15(f) - Letter from resident and Cllr Baranek 

signed the register for any item involving the Clerk. 
 
03.07.15 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th May 2015 be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.07.15 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
 
 PC Lasers - The Clerk reported that she had received confirmation that the lasers were 

currently insured by the Parish Council.  It was confirmed that the lasers could be moved to 
the Church, as confirmed at the May meeting and that this would be done by the Friends of 
Matlock Bath.  Cllr Wilderspin asked that he be involved in arranging for the lasers to be 
moved as there could be a problem with electricity supply to them.  The Clerk agreed to pass 
this information on to the Friends who would then liaise with Cllr Wilderspin.   

 
 Street Entertainers – The Clerk reported that following a complaint about the street 

entertainers in the village, she had contacted DDDC.  DDDC has confirmed that the ‘statues’ 
and the busker are not classed as entertainment in licensable terms and is exempt from the 
provisions of the Licensing Act 2003.  These entertainers would only need to apply for a 
street trading consent if they were selling something.  Neither of these entertainers are street 
trading – accepting donations is not classed as selling.  Should there be concerns about 
them being a nuisance, obstruction or danger, it was advised that this should be reported to 
the Highways Authority (DCC) as they are responsible for the pavement areas.       

 



05.07.15 Declaration of Interests Form/Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 

The Clerk reported that a Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests form had not been 
completed and returned by John Williams within the 28 days limit.  Advice from our local 
association states unless the form is returned within 28 days of the date of co-option, the co-
optee has, in effect, lost his seat.  The Clerk agreed to contact Mr Williams to ascertain 
whether he wished to be co-opted again to the Parish Council at a future meeting. 
          Parish Clerk 

 
06.07.15 Committees 
 

(a) Facilities Committee 
 
Sports Area – It was confirmed that an article asking residents for their views 
regarding the sports area had been published in the June Newsletter. 
 
It was agreed that a decision concerning the sports area should be made in 
September. 
 
Benches – It was confirmed that all permissions have now been sought and agreed.  
An order for 3 new benches, a noticeboard and an information board (as part of the 
WW1 grant) will be placed.  Delivery and fitting would be split between the three 
budget heads. 
 
It was confirmed that an extra support had been fitted to the existing benches and the 
new ones would also have this support fitted. 
 

(b) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 South End – It was reported that a group of residents at South End had contacted 

the Parish Council as they wanted to tidy up their end of the village.  They were 
concerned about the amount of litter and fly tipping that was occurring.  Concern was 
also expressed over the wheelie bins which were constantly being left on the 
highway.  It was confirmed that the residents have been furnished with a litter pick 
and bags and that DDDC has arranged for the unused wheelie bins to be removed 
and replaced with black bags and recycling bags. 

 
 Cllr Wilderspin reported that shrubbery was again encroaching on the bus shelter at 

South End, opposite Masson Mills.  The Clerk agreed to look into this and notify the 
relevant authorities.      Parish Clerk 

 
  
 Fishpond Hill (Footpath 16) – It was reported that Trevor Milner, owner of the 

Fishpond, had arranged for the weeds to be strimmed on Fishpond Hill.  In addition, 
staff had cleared up the litter.   

 
 It was agreed to contact DDDC to request that the litter bin currently on Fishpond Hill 

be replaced with a much larger, lidded bin to accommodate the amount of litter which 
is being dropped in this area.     Parish Clerk 

 
 The Parish Council expressed their thanks to all the self-help groups of residents who 

have helped to tidy up the village recently. 
 
 It was confirmed that the reported fallen tree on Temple Road car park had been 

removed. 
 
 It was confirmed that a fallen tree on footpath 5 had been notified to DCC. 
 
 Clerk’s Note: This tree has now been removed. 



 
 The Chairman reported that he had met with a local businessman on matters to do 

with the WW1 project and the many issues facing the village had come up in 
discussion.  They both agreed that a holistic multi-agency approach is what is 
required for the village (similar to the 1905 Matlock Bath Improvement Act of 
Parliament) and he suggested approaching Derby University as it is the sort of project 
they take on board with their students.  Councillors agreed that this possibility should 
be explored and Cllr Baranek agreed to contact the local businessman to encourage 
him to progress this idea if possible.  

 
(c) Finance Committee 
 
 The following payments were RESOLVED: 
 

   Temple       £40.00 
    Playgroup (Grant)     £381.45 
    Boatbuilders (Grant)     £250.00 
    Clerk, Expenses May 2015    £76.68 
    Clerk, Salary May 2015     £806.05 
    Crow Pie Marketing      £40.00 
    Spotless      £40.00 
    Clerk (bunting for WW1)    £11.91 
    Brian Wood (internal audit)    £60.00 
    David Russell (plants for trough)   £13.82 
    Cathy Cresswell (plants for barrels)   £40.00 
    Clerk (PC repair)     £40.00 
    David Russell (compost)    £4.99 
    Robin Hall (WW1 materials)    £46.29 
    Ashover Print (WW1 posters)    £107.40 
    Clerk, mileage (WW1, collect posters)  £6.30 
    Clerk (expenses)     £20.00 
    Denis Harvey (footpaths)    £288.50 
    HMRC       £38.75 
    Plantscape      £576.00 
    Clerk, Salary June 2015     £806.05 
    Clerk, Expenses     £90.76 
    Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00  
    Spotless      £40.00 
    DALC       £50.00 
    Clerk (WW1 flags)     £36.92 
    Ashover Print (WW1 Newsletter)   £75.00 
    Ashover Print (Newsletter)    £405.00 
    Laura Smith (WW1)     £7.76 
    Temple      £20.00   
    Clerk, Salary July 2015     £806.05 
    HMRC       £38.75 
    Glynn Waite (WW1)     £23.00 
    Ashover Print (WW1)     £30.00 
    Clerk, mileage (WW1)    £22.50 
    MDS (van hire to collect exhibits, WW1)  £40.00 
    Robin Hall (WW1)     £101.73 
  
   TOTAL       £5,521.66 
       

 It was requested that the balance of the Parish Council’s bank accounts should be 
made available at each full Council meeting.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that 
they each had access to the bank account and could find this information at any time. 

 
Grant Applications - It was RESOLVED to award a grant of £500 to the Mining 
Museum to support its project ‘Matlock Bath Through Time’. 
 
Signatories – There are no new signatories. 



 
Training – Cllr Lorraine Keeble reported that she had attended the Councillor 
Induction training hosted by Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC).  
Although she has been a Councillor for a few years, she found the training very 
useful.   
 
Cllr Nick Grayshon requested that a place be booked for himself.  The Clerk agreed 
to circulate the dates of the training to all.    Parish Clerk 
 

(d) Activities Committee 
 
  It was reported that more help was needed to ‘man the stand’ for the Art and  
  Photography Competitions.  The Clerk asked that times when Councillors were  
  available be e-mailed through so a schedule could be drawn up.  
          All Councillors 
 
  It was reported that the Activities Committee had agreed that this year’s Village  
  Favourite prizes would be vouchers to be used in three restaurants in the village. 
 
  It was reported that a resident had contacted DDDC regarding hosting a possible 
  Arts Festival in the village.  A meeting will be held between DDDC, Cllr Joyce Pawley 
  and the resident concerned on Friday 17th July to ascertain further information.  Cllr 
  Pawley has promised to keep the Parish Council informed.  
 

It was reported that the opening ceremony had been attended by a good number of
 invited guests.  The ceremony had been opened by Brigadier Edward Wilkinson, 
 retired, who has an ex Sherwood Forester. A letter of thanks had been subsequently 
 received from him thanking the Committee for inviting him to open the exhibition.  
 The exhibition is open daily and closes on 20st September.  The Chairman reported 
 that Radio Derby will visit on 21st July and record interviews with the main 
 contributors.  
 
  It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Activities Committee meeting dated 6th 
  July 2015. 
 
 Cllr Jennifer Nettleship left the meeting at this point. 
 
(e) Communications Committee 
 
  It was reported that the first 12 page Newsletter had been delivered at the beginning 
  of July along with the latest edition of the Matlock Bath and Scarthin UDC vintage  
  Newsletter (1915). 
 
 (f) Planning Committee 
 

Gullivers Planning & Signage Issues – It was reported that the largest of the 
unauthorised  sign has been removed.   It has been agreed that some signs that 
were considered not so intrusive will be left in place until proposals for an alternative 
acceptable advertising scheme is submitted later this month.  Although the Parish 
Council has asked for confirmation of which signs are staying, this information has 
not yet been received.  The Clerk was asked to follow this up.   
         Parish Clerk 



 
Former Harveydale Quarry, Dale Road – It was confirmed that the Parish Council is 
in full support of this residential development of up to 20 dwellings and felt it was not 
necessary to attend the Planning meeting to make any further representations in 
person. 
 
Derbyshire and Derby Minerals Local Plan – It was reported that Cllr Bowmer and 
Mike Greenan, members of the Planning Committee, had agreed to look at the 
proposals which were out for consultation.  The Clerk confirmed that Mike Greenan 
had submitted some comments and these would be looked at by the Planning 
Committee so that a response could be submitted.  Cllr Bowmer agreed to submit his 
comments to the Clerk shortly.     Cllr Bowmer 
 
Cllr Mowle asked that the Clerk re-send the link to the documents. Parish Clerk 
 
Correspondence from Resident on Temple Walk 
 
Cllr Mowle declared an interest in this item. 
 
Copies of correspondence from the resident had been circulated with the agenda. 
 
Although the Parish Council supports in principle what the resident wishes to achieve, 
it was agreed that it was not appropriate to comment further until a formal planning 
application is submitted. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Planning Committee meeting dated 2nd 
June 2015. 
 

07.07.15 Proposed Pay and Display 
 
 Councillors considered the latest proposal concerning pay and display on the Parades.  It 

 was felt that DCC had not taken on board the Parish Council’s comments submitted in 2012. 
 
 Concern was expressed over the fact that the Parish Council had not received notification of 

the resurrection of this initiative and only found out when residents contacted the Clerk. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to re-submit the comments previously submitted, making minor 

amendments to points which are no longer applicable. 
 
08.07.15 Annual Return & Internal Audit Arrangements 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Internal Auditor’s Report. 
 
 The Clerk confirmed that the report reflected the checks undertaken by the Internal Auditor.  

It was further confirmed that the annual return had been sent to the External Auditor and a 
report will be sent to the Parish Council in September. 

 
09.07.15 Street Lighting 
 
 Councillors considered a request from DCC to highlight areas of high crime and ASB to 

install additional and improved street lighting.  No specific areas were identified. 
 
10.07.15 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 

(b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – It was reported that the electrification of the line 
has been cancelled.   

 
(c) Illuminations – There was nothing further to report. 
 



(d) Friends of Matlock Bath – It was reported that the Friends of Matlock Bath had 
cleared Footpath number 1 of weeds, litter and overhanging trees.  The Parish 
Council wish to thank the “Friends” for undertaking this work. 

 
11.07.15 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 

Councillors discussed the issues raised by members of the public living on St Johns Road.  
The Clerk was asked to: 
 

 Write to DCC to request the road is made an Access Only Road; 

 Contact the Car Parks Manager to ascertain the parking arrangements for residents 
on Artists Corner. 

 Contact DDDC to ask that the road be closed during the illuminations season.  This 
will ensure that only those with parking permits will be allowed access to St Johns 
Road. 
 

12.07.15 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council or County 
  Council Reports  
 
  Nothing was raised. 
 
13.07.15 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
  The following have been circulated to all Councillors: 
   
  NDVA Network Newsletter 
  DerwentWise courses 
  National Rural Crime Survey 2015 
  DCC – Road closure 
  Rural Network – Building a rural community 
  DCC – Big energy saving network programme 
  DDDC – Be portion size wise 
  DCC – street lighting 
  DCC – Fostering 
  DDDC – Arts Matters** 

E-mail DDDC – request to put advertising banner for illuminations on the fence of the sports 
area. 
Rural Action Village SOS Event 
 
Footpath number 7 – rubbish being dumped on Clifton Road – passed to DCC 
Resident – refuse left on street – passed to DDDC 
 
**The Clerk reported that ArtsMatters will no longer be produced.  However, DDDC will 
continue to publicise events as and when they are sent to them. 
 

14.07.15 Date of Next Meeting 
 
  The date of the next meeting is 23rd September. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm. 
 

     
 
 
 
 


