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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 25th June 2014 at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowman, Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Neal Hunt, 

Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 Two items were reported by a member of the public: 
  1 A part-mended wall with temporary barriers around it in Holme Road was creating a 

   safety hazard for motorists and pedestrians. Two parking bays were taken up with 
   the work which had been on-going for many weeks.    

 
2 The bridge leading off the A6 to the Station had many small trees growing within the 
  cement which if left unchecked would result in roots destabilising the structure of the 
  bridge.    

  
 A sole representative of the Pavilion Group, Mr Whitehead, attended stating that he wished 
to clarify some perceived confusion regarding the lease on the Community Centre used by 
the Parish Council.   

 
The Chairman requested written confirmation of the statement being made by Mr Whitehead 
as it was not purported to be personal but on behalf of an organisation – The Pavilion 
Group.  The Chairman stated that without a written statement there would be no 
corroboration that he was actually speaking on behalf of the Pavilion Group. This was in 
accordance with advice to the Parish Council given by DALC. 

 
                        Mr Whitehead clarified the figure that the Pavilion Group had requested for the lease as  

  various figures had been quoted by other sources.  All Councillors agreed that there was 
  no confusion in their minds about this matter and a higher figure quoted had never 
  been on the table.   (See notes of Meeting held between the Parish Council and the  
  Pavilion Group held on 21st March 2014). 

                         
        At this point it was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow the representative  

  further time to speak further about the Community Centre lease. 
                         

It was discussed whether the Parish Council would receive any recompense from the 
Pavilion Group for money invested in the Community Centre room.  Nick Whitehead stated 
that this would not be possible and the terms of the lease did not afford this option, despite 
the Parish Council having considerably upgraded the room, in full consultation with the 
previous landlord, DDDC. 
                         

        Clerk’s Note: At the time of publishing the Minutes no written statement has been received. 
 
 Both members of the public were thanked for attending. 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


B Report from Police Representative 
 
 There was no representative from the Police. 
 
C  Report from County Councillor 
 

Cllr Irene Ratcliffe highlighted the Derbyshire County Council website section ‘have your say’ 
in which the public can feed back opinion and views on all DCC consultations. She then 
reported the following: 
 

  1 The impact of funding cuts and changes within Mental Health and Children’s  
   Services are being scrutinised by councillors and meetings have been held with  
   clinical commissioners and health providers. 

 
  2 The Derbyshire Mobile Library Service Review is at stage 2 – full details of the  

   consultation available on DCC website ‘have your say’. 
 
  3 Church Street/Starkholmes Road – road closure scheduled for 24 July – 21  

   September. 
 
  4 DCC and DDCC were working together regarding the ‘Bikers Day’ event, planned to 

   be held in Matlock Bath over the weekend of 16/17 August 2014.  
 
  5 Cllr Ratcliffe undertook to find out who the police representative is for Matlock Bath. 
 
 Cllr Irene Ratcliffe was thanked for her attendance. 
 
D Report from District Councillors 
 
 A report from Cllr Bob Cartwright was tabled confirming that at the June meeting of the 

Northern and Central Planning Committee it was agreed (with some opposition) to approve 
an application for a temporary three pitch site for Travellers in Homesford.  This will be in 
addition to any site the Council is still obliged to find for one family and may not therefore 
remove entirely any problems of illegal use of sites in Matlock Bath. 

 
 He further reported that some complaints had been highlighted in a local newspaper about 

the cost of repainting Jubilee Bridge.  One of the factors in the high cost was the length since 
it was last repainted.  When the repainting was agreed by the Council’s Corporate 
Committee, it was argued that the repainting would contribute significantly to the attraction of 
Matlock Bath to tourists and visitors. 

 
 A report from Cllr Garry Purdy was tabled confirming that the work on Jubilee Bridge is on 

schedule.  He further reported that the District Council was suffering complaints that the 
Street Clean Team is not doing their job as efficiently as in the past.  He asked that any 
issues highlighted by residents should be forwarded to him. 

 
 He reported that he had been approached by Peak District Mining Museum to provide a 

letter of support in their desire to put in a new mezzanine on the 1st floor to be able to be able 
to produce a Matlock Bath and Matlock Heritage display.  The letter will go to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund in their bid for monies.  He hoped that the Parish Council would support them in 
this endeavour. 

 
 Clerk’s Note:  It was confirmed that a letter of support from the Parish Council had also been 

sent to the Mining Museum.   
 



01.06.14 Apologies 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), and J Baranek 

(Clerk).  In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman) took the 
chair.  In the absence of the Clerk, Cllr Lorraine Keeble agreed to take the Minutes. 

 
02.06.14 Declaration of Members’ Interests 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.   Cllr Mowle signed the 
register for Item 05.06.14 (c) Community Centre Lease.  Cllr Neal Hunt signed the register 
for Item 12.06.14 Co-option. 

 
03.06.14  Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th March 2014 

2014 be approved and were signed by the Vice Chairman. 
 
04.06.13 Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters 
 
 There were no ongoing matters to report. 
 
05.06.13  Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee 
 
  WW1 Commemoration - It was reported that the grant application had been 

submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Committee would look at the 
application on 20th August.   

 
  It was further reported that the Finance Committee had been approached concerning 

the possibility of the Parish Council supporting the initial stages of the exhibition.  
Finance Committee reported that they wished to recommend the Parish Council 
supports this project.  As the exhibition is due to open before the Heritage Lottery 
Fund decision is made to award a grant, it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council 
would underwrite the costs of the exhibition.  The Clerk was asked to ascertain 
possible budget heads funds could be vired from.  The Clerk was further asked to 
look at the financial risk assessment should the organisers not be awarded a grant.
         Parish Clerk 

 
  It was suggested that the Parish Council organise a WW1 commemoration event on 3 

August at 2.00pm in the Remembrance Garden.  Cllr Nick Grayshon 
          
  Pro Loco Art Competition - Following the postponement of the competition, it was 

confirmed that the display and voting would be held on Saturday 27th September.  
The presentation ceremony will be held on Sunday 28th September.  It was further 
confirmed that all entrants have been notified of the new date and work would be 
dropped off at the Mining Museum over the weekend of 5th/6th July. 

 
  Village Evening - It was confirmed that the Village Evening will be held on Friday 

26th September.  The Temple Hotel has confirmed that they will host a BBQ 
afterwards using unspent funds from the street party. 

 
  Remembrance – It was reported that the BM&W Training Band are not available for 

the remembrance service but that another band has been approached.   
    
 
  



 (b) Communications Committee 
 
 Poster Cabinets – It was reported that 6 poster cabinets have been put up in the 

toilets.  A licence has been applied for to put the cabinets in other places around the 
village as confirmed at the March meeting. 

  
Newsletter – It was confirmed that the Summer Newsletter would shortly be going to 
print and be delivered at the beginning of July.  

 
 (c) Facilities Committee 
 
   Community Centre Lease – It was confirmed that an independent valuer had been 

 to inspect the Community Centre and was preparing a report.  As soon as the report 
 is available it will be sent to all Councillors.  A copy will also be sent to the Chairman 
 of the Pavilion Group requesting feedback on the report. 

 
   Bench Plaques – It was confirmed that the bench plaques have now been fitted to 

 the benches.  The Clerk was asked to investigate the signs so that the Parish Council 
plaques are less obvious.  

              
   It was reported that the Parish Council has two other benches sited in Memorial  

 Gardens.  These two benches are in memory of Cllr Cyril White (ex Clerk and  
 Councillor of the Parish Council) and to commemorate the 40th anniversary of VE 
 Day 8th May 1985.  Unfortunately the wording on the plaques is unreadable and it 
 was RESOLVED to order replacement plaques.  Parish Clerk  

 
   It was confirmed that a response to the four members of the public who attended the 

 March Parish Council meeting to raise their concerns over the new benches had  
 been sent. 

  
 (d) Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
   It was RESOLVED to accept the following payments: 
  
    DALC subscription        £231.74 
    Clerk (Poster Cabinets)       £175.00 
    Hot Graphix (plaques)        £43.80 
    Crow Pie Marketing        £40.00 
    Spotless         £40.00 
    Severn Trent Water        £53.90 
    DDDC (lease sports area)       £10.00 
    Denis Harvey (footpaths, nature reserve)     £323.99 
    C Gregory         £31.25 
    HMRC (NI payments, April)       £20.00 
    Clerk, Salary April        £731.22 
    Clerk, Expenses April        £151.95 
    Spotless         £40.00 
    Crow Pie Marketing        £40.00 
    Twiggs          £59.94 
    HMRC (NI payments, May)       £20.00 
    Clerk, Expenses May        £50.68 
    Clerk, Salary May        £731.22 
    DALC (Councillor Induction Training)      £20.00 
    British Gas (Gas)        £179.86 
    Came & Company (Insurance)      £579.03 
    Brunel Engraving Company       £40.08 
    Crow Pie Marketing        £40.00 
    Matlock Bath Theatre Group (Grant)      £300.00 
    O Heap & Son         £88.74 
    Hot Graphix (plaques)        £22.50 
    Spotless         £40.00 
    Cllr M Wilderspin (paraffin)       £26.85 



    Twiggs          £15.56 
    Matlock Bath Boatbuilders (Grant)      £250.00 
    HMRC (NI payments, June)       £20.00 
 
    Total Payments        £4,417.31
    
 

  Annual Return & Internal Audit Arrangements –  It was RESOLVED to accept the 

  end of  year accounts, annual return and statement of Assurance for 2013/2014.  
 
   Grants – It was RESOLVED to award the following grants: 
 

Boatbuilders Association - £250 
Matlock Bath Pantomime - £300 
Matlock Bath Bowling Club - £300 
Children’s Christmas Party - £350 

   Raft Event - £300 
 

   Amendments to Standing Orders – It was RESOLVED to refer this item to the next 
full Parish Council meeting in order for the Finance Committee to discuss further the 
recommended amendments.   
 
Training – Cllr Neal Hunt gave verbal feedback on the New Councillor Induction 
Training held in April.  Any negative comments regarding the training will be fed back 
to DALC.           

    
 (e) Planning Committee   
 
  Street Furniture – It was reported that the Committee was still awaiting a response 

from DCC concerning the street furniture. 
 
 Signage & Planning Issues – It was reported that issues relating to Gullivers 

Kingdom and planning applications for the Slater’s Building were currently been 
chased up by DDDC. 

 
 Councillors expressed their disappointment concerning these outstanding issues.  

The Clerk was asked to write to DDDC.  
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the meeting held on 9th April 2014. 
 

(f) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
 Tree Management Petition – It was reported that members of the Committee had 

met with DDDC, DCC and Natural England in April.  The outcome of the meeting was 
as follows: 

 
 The Parish Council is to provide DDDC with key vantage points within Matlock 

Woods / Lovers Walks which have become obscured over the years and 
which they consider need to be cut-back in order to open up historic views. 

 The District Council will review the scale of work identified and liaise with 
Natural England in order to obtain their views on the acceptability of any works 
that are considered necessary. 

 Once an agreed scale of work has been identified, DDDC will then present a 
report to the relevant Council Committee advising of the resources that would 
be involved in undertaking such works (unless they were to be undertaken 
voluntarily). 

 The Committee will be asked whether the works can be funded from the 
District Council’s resources. 

 DCC will look at using rangers to do some work. 
 



Nature Reserve – It was reported that whilst work was continuing in the Nature 
Reserve, more help was needed. 
 
Floral Displays – It was reported that the three barrels and the trough had been 
planted up by two residents.  In addition, much needed work had been done at the 
Rose Garden to tidy up the area and to prevent pedestrians walking through it to get 
the toilets.  The Committee wished to extend their thanks and appreciation to the 
pupils at Holy Trinity School for ‘potting on’ the plants and to the two residents who 
have undertaken the planting work for the Parish Council again.  It was also 
confirmed that the four plant towers were now out. 
 
Right of Way Minor Maintenance Scheme – It was reported that again this year the 
Parish Council would be required to nominate the paths that work will be undertaken 
on.  The Clerk was asked to complete and return the form to DCC.  All Councillors 
were asked to notify the Clerk of any other paths they knew of which needed clearing. 
          Parish Clerk 
 
Cllr Hunt highlighted various issues regarding trade bins and pavement holes in the 
village.  Cllr Hunt agreed to supply photographs to the Clerk for action. 
          Cllr Neal Hunt 
                

06.06.14 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 

(a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 

(b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Cllr Wilderspin reported that there was no further 
news on the electrification of the Matlock line but the summer timetable to London 
had been improved. 

 
(c)  SNT Forum – There was nothing to report. 

 
(d)  Illuminations – It was reported that a letter and parking passes have been prepared 

 by DDDC to try and eliminate the problems in the village during fireworks evenings.  
 The letter will explain the procedures residents will need to follow on fireworks 
 evenings with regard to using the passes.  The letter and passes will be delivered 
 with the Summer Newsletter. 

 
(e)  Raft Event – It was reported that the Raft Event organisers wished to thank the 

 Parish Council once again for the kind and generous grant for the 2014 event. 
 
07.06.14 Matlock Bath Railway Station 
 
   It was reported that the summer plants have been planted at the station by the   

  adoptees.  
 
08.06.14 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in public participation 
 
 The issues raised in public participation will be followed up and reported at the next full 

Council Meeting. 
 
09.06.14 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council Report 
 
  There were no urgent matters. 
 
10.06.14 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in the County Council Report 
 
  There were no urgent matters. 
 



11.06.14 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 The following correspondence has been received: 
 

 Holy Trinity School – e-mail regarding the piece of woodland that adjoins the school 
playing field – pass to Environment Committee.  Cllr Grayshon suggested that the Diocesan 
Board of Education be contacted. 

   E-mails concerning access for ponies/horses on to the Nature Reserve – pass to   
   Environment Committee. 
 
 The following items have been circulated to all Councillors: 
  
   DDDC – e-mail concerning the new local plan. 
   DDDC – e-mail concerning the new gully cleaning arrangements. 
   Cllr Irene Ratcliffe – e-mail concerning consultation on mobile library arrangements. 
     
   E-mail from member of the public concerning the plaque on Pic Tor Memorial – passed to 
   Matlock Town Council. 
   E-mail regarding charity motorcycle rideout and parking – passed to DDDC. 
 
     
It was RESOLVED to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies Act (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 in order to discuss co-options. 
 
12.06.14 Co-option 
 
   It was RESOLVED to co-opt Jenny Nettleship to the Parish Council. 
 
13.06.14 Date of Next Meeting 
 
   The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 24th September 2014. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 


