
Matlock Bath Parish Council 
 

Chair: Peter Baranek 
 
Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
Email: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
   
 

MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held at the Community Centre on Wednesday 15th September 2010 at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr D Collie, Cllr R Grindrod, Cllr D Mowle, Cllr M Wilderspin 
  (Vice Chairman), Cllr N Whitehead 
 
A Public Participation 
  
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
B Report from Police Representative 
 
 There were no police representatives present. 
 
C  Report from County Councillor 
 
 Cllr Purdy confirmed that the water seeping across the road by Masson Mills was a Severn 

Trent problem and DCC were monitoring the situation. 
 
 Cllr Purdy confirmed that Parish Councils were invited to County Offices on 21st October at 

6.00 pm to discuss the plans for the winter requirements, eg grit bins etc. 
 
D Report from District Councillors 
 
 Cllr Purdy informed the Parish Council that he had received a large number of telephone 

calls concerning scooters blocking the pavement.  Cllr Purdy confirmed that the issue was 
being passed to the emergency forum.  Cllr Baranek suggested that a letter from the Parish 
Council could be sent but after discussion it was agreed that they would monitor the situation 
until after the emergency forum had met to see if any solutions had been found. 

 
 Cllr Purdy confirmed that the number of visitors attending the illuminations so far this year 

was good. 
  

Cllr Hume confirmed that Dunsley Mill Action Group were meeting next Tuesday at the play 
school. 

 
Cllr Purdy and Cllr Hume were thanked for attending the meeting. 
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Council Meeting 
 

01.09.10 Apologies 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Grayshon. 
 
02.09.10 Casual Vacancies and Co-option 
 
 Cllr Baranek reported that there were currently two vacancies. 
 
 Cllr Grindrod reported that he had moved out of the Matlock Bath area into Matlock but 

would like to continue as Parish Councillor until the election in May 2011. 
 
 Cllr Whitehead was welcomed to the meeting.  Cllr Baranek asked the Acting Clerk to ensure 

that Cllr Whitehead was sent all the relevant paperwork and information relating to the role of 
Parish Councillor.        Acting Clerk 

 
 The Acting Clerk confirmed that she would provide a list of all training courses offered by 

DALC to all Councillors.       Acting Clerk  
 
03.09.10 Declaration of Members’ Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.  Cllr Baranek declared a 
prejudicial interest in the appointment of the Parish Clerk. 

 
04.09.10 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 16th June 2010 be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
05.09.10 Appointment of Parish Clerk 
 
 Cllr Baranek and J Baranek at this point left the meeting whilst the remaining Councillors 

discussed the matter of the appointment of Parish Clerk. 
 
 On return to the meeting, Cllr Wilderspin reported that the decision to elect Mrs Julie 

Baranek as Parish Clerk was unanimous.  Cllr Wilderspin confirmed that the appointment 
was on a 6 month probationary period and that a letter of appointment outlining the terms 
and conditions would be sent to her.  A contract of employment would be prepared as soon 
as possible.  As the Parish Council is her sole employer, it was suggested that HMRC should 
be approached to clarify what we need to put in place with regard to tax and NI. 

 
06.09.10 Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters 
 
 Identity Badges – The Clerk agreed to investigate the possibility of obtaining identity 

badges for the Councillors for use when on Parish business. 
            Parish Clerk 
 
07.09.10 Committees and their Membership 
 
 Discussions took place on the responsibilities and procedures for the Committees.   
 
 It was RESOLVED that Cllr Whitehead would serve on the Facilities Committee, the 

Allotments Committee and would be the Parish Council’s representative on the Illuminations 
Group. 

 



08.09.10 Standing Orders 
 
 It was confirmed that Cllr Baranek had circulated the draft Standing Orders.  It was 

RESOLVED that the draft Standing Orders would remain as a working document until May 
2011 when they would be formally adopted at the AGM. 

 
09.09.10 Committees 
 
 It was confirmed that the Minutes and Reports from Committee meetings held since the June 

Parish Meeting had been circulated.  It was RESOLVED to accept these documents as 
follows:  

 
 Activities Committee Report dated 30th June 2010 
 Allotments Committee Report dated 11th July 2010  
 Finance Meeting Minutes dated 30th June 2010  
 Planning Committee Report dated 12th July 2010  
 Planning Committee Report dated 13th August 2010  
  Planning Committee Report dated 2nd September 2010 
 

(a)  Facilities Committee (Community Centre, Sports Area, War Memorial) 
 

  Cllr Mowle gave a verbal report from the Facilities Committee. 
 

 Discussion took place concerning the trees overhanging the war memorial.  Due to 
 lack of funds, DDDC has confirmed that they would give the Parish Council consent 
for the works to be carried out providing the appointed contracts take all necessary 
steps in safeguarding members of the public whilst the works are being undertaken 
and must carry public liability insurance.  Although the Parish Council felt this did not 
come under their remit, it was RESOLVED to arrange for the undertaking of this work 
due to the impending cleaning of the war memorial. 
 
 Cllr Mowle proposed that the Parish Council should obtain quotes for the pruning 
work.  This was seconded by Cllr Wilderspin.  The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes 
and arrange for the work to be undertaken.    Parish Clerk 
   
 It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to DDDC confirming that the Parish Council 
will arrange the undertaking of this work this year as a ‘one-off’ but that in future it 
would expect DDDC to meet the cost.    Parish Clerk 
 
Cllr Mowle confirmed that a number of repairs needed addressing with the 
Community Centre.  Cllr Baranek suggested that at the next Facilities Committee 
meeting they look at a long term plan for the development of the Centre.  The 
Committee should then draw up a list of urgent jobs, proposals and costings that are 
in line with this plan which could then be considered. Facilities Committee 
 
Cllr Whitehead reported that one of the benches near the Jubilee bridge had been 
damaged.  Cllr Mowle agreed to remove the bench and dispose of it.  
          Cllr Mowle  
 
Cllr Baranek confirmed that the legs of the Matlock Bath signs were due to be painted 
by the end of this week. 

 
(b) Communications Committee (Website, Newsletter, Parish Council Banner, Matlock 

 Bath Signs, Noticeboard) 
 

A report from the Communications Committee was tabled.  Cllr Baranek reported that 
there had not been a great take up with residents receiving the Newsletter 
electronically rather than be delivered.  Although it was felt that most people enjoyed 
receiving the Newsletter in hard copy, it was pointed out that money could be saved 
and used elsewhere if residents signed up for electronic copies.  Cllr Baranek said 
that even with residents signing up for electronic copies of the Newsletter, there is no 
plan to withdraw hard copies completely. 



 
Cllr Baranek confirmed that the print date for the Autumn Issue of the Newsletter was 
25th September. 
 
Cllr Wilderspin reported that the website had been well received but still required 
some ‘tweaking’.   The Clerk confirmed that there were a number of ‘tweaks’ which 
needed to be undertaken by the Website Administrator.  
 Communications Committee 
 
Cllr Collie asked whether it was possible to link other websites to ours such as 
neighbouring Parish Councils, Tourist Information etc and vice versa.  Following 
discussion it was RESOLVED that each website would need to be looked at on an 
individual basis.   Communications Committee 
 

  (c) Wapping Nature Reserve Management Committee 
 

 A report from Mike Greenan was tabled and delivered by Cllr Wilderspin.  Cllr 
Wilderspin reported that Tarmac had donated materials free of charge and asked that 
the Clerk send a letter of thanks to the Managing Director of Tarmac.  Cllr Wilderspin 
would supply the appropriate address for this. 
          Parish Clerk 
 
Cllr Wilderspin reported that there was a surplus of materials from work recently done 
in the Nature Reserve.  Cllr Wilderspin reported that Mike Greenan would be calling a 
meeting of the Nature Reserve Committee shortly in order to discuss how the surplus 
of materials could be used.     Nature Reserve Committee 
 
Thanks were extended to Cllr Wilderspin, Mrs Wilderspin and Mike Greenan for all 
the work they had undertaken in the Nature Reserve. 
 

 (d) Activities Committee 
 
  Cllr Collie tabled a report from the Activities Committee.  She reported that there had 

been a good response to the Photography Competition and people were signing up 
for the Photography Workshop. 

 
  Cllr Baranek confirmed that the date of the presentation for village favourite had been 

changed to 23rd October. 
 
  Cllr Collie confirmed that an Activities Committee meeting would be held in the next 

week in order to establish and start preparing for forthcoming events. 
 
 (e) Allotments Committee 
 
  Cllr Grayshon confirmed, prior to the Parish Meeting, that there was nothing further to 

report since the Allotments Committee Meeting held in July at The Temple Hotel. 
 
  Cllr Whitehead, who attended as an interested party, outlined the feelings of the 

owners of the land.  It was noted that a further meeting of the Committee should be 
arranged as soon as possible to progress this matter.   

  



 
 (f) Finance Committee 
 
  Cllr Mowle gave a verbal report from the Finance Committee of 14th September. 
 
  Bank Account – It was RESOLVED to move the Parish Council Bank Account from 

Nat West to Unity Trust as soon as possible.  It was further RESOLVED to have 
seven signatories to this account (all Councillors).   Chairman 

 
  The Clerk agreed to circulate electronically the new Claim Form which should be 

completed when claiming expenses.     Parish Clerk 
 
  Cllr Collie outlined the new financial spreadsheet which had been devised by the 

Finance Committee.  It was RESOLVED that all Committees should meet to discuss 
their budget for 2010-2011 as soon as possible and if they required an increase in 
budget on the previous year, they would need to justify why. 

 
  It was RESOLVED to make the following payments: 
 
  1598 Plantscape       £493.50 
  1600 E-on (Community Centre electricity)    £100.19 
  1601 Spotless (cleaning of bus shelters)    £30.00 
  1602 Crowpie Marketing (website)     £80.00 
  1603 Matlock Copy Print (Newsletter)    £246.50 
  1604 Newsletter Production & Delivery (J Baranek)  £160.00 
  1605 Art Weekend exhibition Expenses (P Baranek)  £12.21 
  1606 British Gas (Community Centre electricity)   £18.32 
  1607 John Gregory & Son (Nature Reserve)   £240.88 
  1608 Johnson Publishing (Advert to Clerk Post)   £140.44 
  1609 British Gas (Community Centre Gas)    £75.39 
  1610 Michael Wilderspin (Tarmac invoice)    £121.19 
  1613 Spotless (cleaning of bus shelters June-August)  £90.00 
  1614 Crowpie Marketing (website July & August)   £50.00 
  1615 E Boswell (interview expenses)    £16.60 
  1616 J Baranek – General Expenses £8.89  
             Photography Competition - £50.07   £58.96 
  1617 Matlock Copy Print (Photography Workshop poster)  £14.00 
  1618 Michael Wilderspin (Lights for Community Centre)  £83.01 
  1619 Acting Clerk Salary June-September    £888.00 
 
 (g) Planning Committee 
 
  Cllr Wilderspin confirmed that a letter supporting Mrs Lu Chen’s appeal had been 

submitted. 
 
  It was RESOLVED that the Housing Survey report which had been conducted earlier 

this year should be passed to the Planning Committee for response. 
           Planning Committee 
  It was RESOLVED that the Planning Committee should draw up a tree policy. 

         Planning Committee 
 



09.09.10 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – Cllr Mowle reported that they had received a positive response from 

 Derbyshire Dales. 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – The Annual meeting had had to be postponed 

until 19th October at East Midlands Trains Training Centre in Derby. 
 (c) SNT Forum – The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd September from  
  3pm-4pm at The Riverside Tea Rooms. 
 (d) Illuminations – There was nothing to report. 
 (e) Footpaths – Cllr Wilderspin reported that Green Lane is currently closed. 
 
10.09.10 Parish Plan 
 
 This item will be deferred until the January meeting when the future role of the Council 

should be clearer. 
 
11.09.10 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
12.09.10 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next Agenda Raised in the District Council Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
13.09.10 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next Agenda Raised in the County Council Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
14.09.10 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 

Whistlestop Country Centre – The Clerk reported that a letter from the Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust Centre had been received asking for support in their request for funding from 
the Ernest Bailey Trust.  The money would be used for broadband connection at the 
Whistlestop Countryside Centre.  It was RESOLVED that a letter of support be prepared 
and sent to the Wildlife Trust Centre by 30th September 2010.  Parish Clerk 
 
Eve Harper re Parking – The Clerk reported that an e-mail had been received from Eve 
Harper concerning the parking problems in the village.  After lengthy discussions it was felt 
that parking provision was a major issue that should be addressed by the Planning 
Committee. Planning Committee 
 
Bowling Club – Richard Evans – The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from 
Richard Evans concerning the possibility of a grant from the Parish Council to repair the 
bowling green.  It was RESOLVED to fully support this grant to the value of £300.  Cllr 
Mowle agreed to ascertain whether the materials could be purchased at a discounted price. 
          Cllr Mowle 
 

15.09.10 Risk Assessment - none 
 
16.09.10 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 17th November 2010. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 
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