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Minutes of the Matlock Bath Parish Council Held  
on Wednesday 29th June 2011 at 7.00 pm at Holy Trinity Church 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr N Grayshon, Cllr D Mowle,  

Cllr M Wilderspin (Vice Chairman), J Baranek (Clerk) 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
B Report from Police Representative 
 
 PC Louise Neville attended as the new Police representative.  PC Neville reported that she had 

introduced herself to residents and traders and was keen to work with all concerned.  PC Neville 
reported that crime figures for May 2011 were much lower than in May 2010.   

 
C Report from County Councillor 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy outlined the parking problems in the village and explained to the police 

representative that the Parish Council were working with Derbyshire County Council to try and 
alleviate the problems with the proposed pay and display scheme to be introduced to Dale Road and 
the Parades. 

 
 Cllr Garry Purdy updated the Council on the road closure of Green Lane.  He explained that there 

was a legal dispute and therefore the road would be closed for the next 6 months or until the problem 
has been sorted. 

 
D Report from District Councillors 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that this year there had been a lack of pledges from traders for the 
 illuminations. 
 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright introduced himself as the new District Councillor.  He reported that the Saturday 

skip collection was being withdrawn from September due to a decline in the number of users and that 
a new recycling centre in Rowsley would be opened.  He was concerned that this withdrawal could 
encourage people to fly tip and that if anyone witnessed this, they should contact him as soon as 
possible.   

 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright reported that he intended to hold surgeries for residents.  Anything arising from 

these surgeries will be brought to the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
 The Clerk was asked to send Cllr Bob Cartwright the dates of all future Parish Council Meetings. 
             Parish Clerk 
 
Garry and Bob were thanked for attending the meeting.
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Council Meeting 

 
01.06.11 Apologies 
 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Nick Whitehead. 
 
02.06.11 Casual Vacancies and Co-option 
 
 There were no casual vacancies or co-option.  The Chairman reported that a request for more 

Councillors and helpers had been mentioned in the current Newsletter. 
 
03.06.11 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.  
 
04.06.11 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting, Annual Parish Council and the 

May General Meeting held on Monday 23rd May 2011 be approved and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
05.06.11 Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters 
 
 The Clerk reported that she had contacted the sub-aqua group concerning possible help the 

Parish Council could give to the Boxing Day raft event.  The group had thanked the Parish 
Council for the offer of help and that this would be taken to their next meeting for 
consideration.  Cllr Nick Grayshon asked if it would help if a representative from the Parish 
Council attended the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to contact the group.   
           Parish Clerk 

 
06.06.11 Proposed Pay & Display Scheme 
 
 The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held between Cllr Simon Spencer, Cllr Garry 

Purdy and representatives of the Parish Council concerning the proposed pay and display 
scheme to be introduced.  He reported that the meeting had been very positive and that an 
article asking for resident’s concerns/suggestions to the proposed scheme.  All suggestions 
are required by 1st August; the Parish Council will collate all responses and then invite 
residents to an open public meeting before proposals are given to Derbyshire County Council. 

 
07.06.11 Committees 
 
 (a) Activities – The Clerk reported that the recent Pro Loco Art Competition had been 

  well received and very successful.  She confirmed that £500 of the sponsorship  
  money received had been used for the competition. A full debrief of the competition 
  will be held in the autumn in order to plan for next year’s competition. 

 
 (b) Allotments – There was nothing further to report. 
 
 (c) Communications Committee – The Chairman reported that the latest edition of the 

  Newsletter had been printed and was been delivered in the next few days. 
 
   The Clerk reported that a report will be produced at the beginning of each month  

  showing the ‘hits’ on the website.  For the period 28th April-29th May there had been 
  296 visitors to the website. 

 



 
 

 (d) Community Centre Renovation Committee – This was discussed under Finance 
  Committee. 

 
 (e) Facilities Committee – There was nothing to report. 
 

(f) Finance Committee  
 
 Clerk’s Contract & Appointment - Cllr Dave Mowle reported that the Finance 

Committee had discussed the Clerk’s draft contact, job description and 
accompanying documents.  It was RESOLVED to adopt these documents and 
arrange for the signing of the Clerk’s contract.  Cllr Dave Mowle further reported that 
the Finance Committee had discussed the permanent appointment of the Clerk as 
her probationary period had ended.  It was therefore RESOLVED to confirm the 
permanent appointment of the Clerk.    Cllr Michael Wilderspin 

 
 Community Centre Costs - Cllr Dave Mowle reported that the Finance Committee 

had discussed the Community Centre’s costs and as a result were recommending an 
increase in rent by £1 per hour for all users.  This was due to rising utility bills and 
that by April 2012 the Community Centre should be self-financing. It was RESOLVED 
therefore to increase the rent as recommended by the Finance Committee.  The 
Clerk was asked to contact all user groups and notify them of the increase from 
September 2011.       Parish Clerk 

 
 Cllr Dave Mowle reported that as agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, the 

renovations to the Community Centre would be on hold until the Pavilion Group’s 
plans were known.  However, the Finance Committee felt that some short term 
renovations should be made.  It was RESOLVED that in order to make the running of 
the Community Centre more cost effective, the heating should be updated (new 
pipework and radiators, fitting of thermostat) and to make the heating more user 
friendly, a one hour over-ride button be fitted.  In addition to encourage more users 
and therefore to increase income and cost effectiveness, when the heating is 
updated, an overhaul of the décor is undertaken.  This work needs to be carried out 
before the heating is required again from September. 

 
  Cllr Dave Mowle agreed to obtain quotes for the work and oversee the project. 

          Cllr Dave Mowle 
 

 The Finance Committee suggested that a meeting should be set up for all user 
groups to explain the rationale about the increase in rent and to ascertain their 
requirements for the room.  It was RESOLVED to set up a meeting for all user groups 
and the Clerk was asked to contact all concerned in order to ascertain a mutually 
convenient date for the meeting.  In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Wilderspin 
should chair this meeting. 

 
 Grants Policy - The Finance Committee re-visited the draft Grants Policy which was 

circulated to the full Council in April 2011.  It was RESOLVED that the Council adopt 
this policy.  The Clerk was asked to contact all groups who had previously applied for 
a grant informing them of the new policy.    Parish Clerk 

 
 Post Office Counter Service - Cllr Dave Mowle reported that the Finance 

Committee had discussed the proposed post office counter service.  It was agreed 
that negotiations should be opened immediately outlining details which would then 
need to be ratified at the full Parish Council meeting in September.  All Councillors 
agreed that the Parish Council should help support the setting up of the counter. 

 
    



 
 

   The following payments were approved: 
 

   Derbyshire Dales District Council (Sports Area Lease) £10.00 
   O Heap & Son       £76.38 
   Spotless       £33.00 
   B McCrea (Internal Auditor)     £90.00 
   HMRC (NI June)      £13.48 
   Mrs B Newton (planting of cattle trough)   £20.98 
   Cllr M Wilderspin (oil, petrol for strimmer)   £33.17 
   J Baranek (Salary, June)     £641.88 
   Alan Piggott – 1st Prize Art Competition (300024)  £150.00 
   Lynda Turner – 2nd Prize Art Competition (300025)  £100.00 
   Anne Wilderspin – Best Villager, Art Competition (300027) £50.00 
   Lynne Naylor – 1st Prize (One Day) (300026)  £100.00 
   J Baranek (Expenses, June 2011)    £87.08 
   Plantscape       £576.00 
   British Gas (Electricity)     £64.65 
   J Baranek (Prizes, Art Competition)    £108.45 
   Twiggs (key for PC cupboard)    £4.80 
   Crowpie Marketing (website)     £160.00 
   J Baranek (Prizes, Art Competition, kids)   £45.94 
   Matlock Design & Print (Newsletter)    £168.00 
 

(g) Planning Committee – There was nothing to report. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the notes of the meetings held on 10th March, 26th 

March & 8th June 2011. 
 
(h) Wapping Nature Reserve – Cllr Wilderspin reported that the Committee had decided 

that a seat around the large tree in the reserve should be constructed.  Cllr Baranek 
suggested that a design should be drawn up and the Parish Council should pay for its 
construction under the direction of Cllr Wilderspin. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the notes of the meeting held on 8th June. 
 

08.06.11 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Cllr Wilderspin reported that the 2nd edition of 

  the Newsletter had been produced and was been distributed with the Parish Council 
  newsletter. 

 
 (c) SNT Forum – It was reported that the next meeting of the SNT will be held on the 

  14th July 2011 at the Cromford Institute at 7.00 pm. 
 
 (d) Illuminations – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (e) Footpaths – It was reported that the overgrown path by the school had been  

  cleared.  The Parish Council wished to thank Mike Greenan for undertaking this.  
 
   It was decided to defer the matter of a Footpaths Officer to the next full Parish  

  Council meeting. 
 
09.06.11 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 



 
 

10.06.11 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the District Council Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
11.06.11 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the County Council Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
12.06.11 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 Derbyshire Fire & Rescue – Contents noted. 
 
 Area Community Forum – Cllr Wilderspin agreed to attend the next Forum on 25th July. 
 
 Thank You Card from the children of Holy Trinity School – Received 
 
13.06.11 Date of the Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 28th September 2011. 
 
 

   


