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 MINUTES of the Matlock Bath Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 29th November 2012 at the Community Centre at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle, , 
  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman)    
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were seven members of the public present with the following issues being brought to the 
 meeting: 
 

1 As part of Derbyshire County Council’s part night street lighting initiative, street lights had 
been turned off between the hours of 12.00 am and 5.30 am in St John’s Road, Charnwood 
Terrace and Common Wood.  A parishioner reported residents were unaware of these 
changes, did not support them and despite appeals to the District Council no action had 
been taken to switch the street lights back on.  Cllr Baranek informed the parishioner that 
County Cllr Garry Purdy was aware of the situation and that the Parish Council would pursue 
the matter on behalf of the residents concerned. 

 
2 Problems had been experienced by the residents of Charnwood Terrace in relation to the 

new waste and recycling services.  Steep steps and an apparent accident involving a waste 
operative had resulted in waste not being collected.  Cllr Baranek advised the resident to 
contact Cllr Garry Purdy (County Councillor) or Cllr Bob Cartwright (District Councillor), with 
a copy to the Parish Council Clerk.  The Parish Council would then be able to take up the 
matter. 

 
3 A parishioner registered disappointment that despite attending a recent Parish Council 

Committee meeting and an intention to become a co-opted Parish Councillor, no copy of the 
agenda for tonight’s meeting had been received.  Neither had a reply been received 
regarding queries concerning the Parish Council co-option procedure.   

 
4 A parishioner spoke about apparent difficulties with the relationship between the Playgroup 

and the Parish Council and suggested a separate committee be set up to run the Community 
Centre.  The proposed committee could offer a variety of skills and would operate with an 
emphasis on providing social/community value.  A set budget provided by the Parish Council 
would allow the committee to run the Community Centre as a resource for the community.  It 
was envisaged that the proposed committee would initially be independent of Parish Council 
and Playgroup members. 

 
5 A parishioner added, in support of the previous speaker, that the intention of the proposed 

committee, having consulted with villagers, would be to offer the facilities they wanted.  The 
proposed committee of 4, each member with a close connection to the village, would like to 
consider the possibility of the Community Centre being used for birthday parties, an after-
school club and youth centre. 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 
6 At this point Cllr Baranek referred to a recommendation from the Facilities Committee and 

read: 

 
 The Parish Council reaffirms minute 06.05.12 which states ‘It is stressed that the Parish 

Council fully supports Playgroup in its efforts to achieve financial sustainability and the 
importance of Playgroup to the village community.  The Parish Council will do everything 
within its power to help. 

 
 To this end, we will pursue all ideas submitted to us by residents.  To enable us to move 

forward, the clerk is asked to obtain from Playgroup all the documentation required by NALC 
and their legal advisors to investigate the issue of direct funding to playgroup.  The clerk will 
also request clarification on the proposal from a group of residents who wish to run the 
Community Centre as we want to investigate the possibility of this idea. 

 
 We further recommend that the Clerk holds in abeyance any further requests for rent.  
 
7 Further comment was made by a member of the public to keep matters simple to enable a 

quick solution to be found to the Playgroup/Community Centre issue.   Cllr Baranek assured 
the room that the Parish Council also wanted to progress matters as fast as possible and 
that to facilitate this, papers had been requested of the Playgroup so that they could be 
passed to the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) and the National Association 
of Local Councils (NALC).   

 
8 A parishioner asked whether there would be an opportunity for potential co-opted councillors 

to contribute to the meeting.  Cllr Baranek replied in the negative and said that the meeting 

would proceed as stated on the Agenda. 
 

 
B Police Matters 
 
 PCSO Laura Cox was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
C County Council 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy was unable to attend the meeting. 

 
D District Council 
 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright was unable to attend the meeting. 
  



 
01.11.12 Apologies 
 
  There were no apologies for absence. 
 
02.11.12 Resignation 
 

Cllr Baranek reported that Cllr Imelda Hanlon had resigned from the Parish Council.  The 
Parish Council RESOLVED to accept her resignation. 

 
03.11.12 Councillors’ Declaration of Interests 
 

Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 
agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 

 
04.11.12 Acceptance and signing of previous Minutes 
 

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 September 2012 be approved 
and were signed by the Chairman. 

 
05.11.12 Committees 
 
  (a) Activities Committee 

 
Photography Competition – Cllr Keeble reported that this event had proved very 
successful with a record number of entries received this year.  All details, together 
with the winning photographs will be in the next newsletter. 
 
Remembrance Service – Cllr Keeble reported that the Service was very well 
attended, with excellent music being provided by the Brassington, Middleton and 
Wirksworth (BM&W) Training Band. 
 
Singing Around the Christmas Tree – Cllr Keeble reminded Councillors that this 
will be held on 18 December at 7.00pm, with further details to be published in the 
next newsletter.  Music will be provided by John Phillips, together with the BM&W 
Training Band.  Refreshments will be available afterwards at the Midland Hotel. 
 
Christmas – Cllr Keeble reported that following a successful laser demonstration 
earlier in the month, there will be laser projections to the Christmas Tree and in 
Memorial Gardens this year.  It is hoped that the Parish Council will be able to add 
further laser projections in coming years.  Cllr Baranek added that arrangements 
were in place for the Christmas Tree to be put up week commencing 4th December. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Activities Committee held on 12th 
November 2012. 

 
  (b) Allotments Committee 
 

An update document had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting, stating 
that The Temple Hotel were now in a position to sell some of their land.  The total 
land area available, valued at £20,000, is approximately  2700 sq m which could 
potentially offer 10 - 11 allotments.  The update included a suggested action plan 
listing the following: 
 

 Have the soil tested for suitability 

 Investigate the possibility of grants available to buy the land 

 Obtain estimates as to the cost of clearing the land 

 Obtain estimates for the provision of water to the site 



 Investigate the access issues 

 Have the land independently valued 

 Investigate the issues with Green Lane/right of way etc. 

 Contact the residents who have shown an interest in having an allotment 
 

After a brief discussion, it was RESOLVED that investigations should be made 
regarding the above.  The Clerk would be asked to contact The Temple Hotel to 
inform them of this decision.     Parish Clerk 

 
  (c) Communications Committee 
 

Cllr Baranek reported that feedback had been received from Councillors regarding 
the previously circulated draft document ‘Communication Protocol’.  It was agreed 
that this matter be referred back to the Communications Committee for further 
consideration.  
  
Newsletter – Cllr Baranek informed Councillors that the deadline for articles for 
inclusion in the next Newsletter was this coming Saturday 1st December.   Cllr 
Baranek added that some flexibility around preparation/delivery of the Newsletter 
may be required due to current circumstances and the indisposition of the Clerk. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Communications Committee held on 
12th November 2012. 
 

  (d) Facilities Committee 
 

Playgroup / Community Centre - Cllr Baranek reported that the Committee had 
discussed an e-mail received from a resident regarding the proposal to set up an 
independent committee to run the Community Centre.  The possibility of the Parish 
Council being able to directly fund the Playgroup had also been discussed.  As a 
result, documents received at the Facilities Committee meeting held on 21st 
November had been passed to DALC, who were seeking clarification with the 
National Association of Local Councils (NALC).  Cllr Baranek also reported that 
documentation had been requested from the Playgroup to help NALC with this 
process. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation of the Facilities Committee, as 
quoted earlier in these Minutes: 
 
The Parish Council reaffirms minute 06.05.12 which states ‘It is stressed that the 
Parish Council fully supports Playgroup in its efforts to achieve financial sustainability 
and the importance of Playgroup to the village community.  The Parish Council will do 
everything within its power to help’. 
 
To this end, we will pursue all ideas submitted to us by residents.  To enable us to 
move forward, the clerk is asked to obtain from Playgroup all the documentation 
required by NALC and their legal advisors to investigate the issue of direct funding to 
playgroup.  The Clerk will also request clarification on the proposal from a group of 
residents who wish to run the Community Centre as we want to investigate the 
possibility of this idea. 
 
We further recommend that the Clerk holds in abeyance any further requests for rent. 
 
Community Centre Lease – Cllr Baranek reported that an email had been received 
from the Pavilion Group who expected to secure ownership of the Grand Pavilion for 
£1.00 on 13 December.  At this point the Parish Council would either anticipate a roll-
over of the lease for the Community Centre or a re-negotiation of the lease with the 
new owners of the Grand Pavilion.   



 
It was RESOLVED that, if the Pavilion Group does secure ownership of the Grand 
Pavilion for £1.00 on 13 December 2012, that the Parish Council requests written 
confirmation of a roll-over lease for the Community Centre.  The Parish Council will 
continue to gain clarification regarding the legal position of an independent group 
running the Community Centre. 
 
Cllr Baranek reported that tiling in the kitchen had been completed and storage 
cupboards in the toilets were now in place.  Quotes were being obtained for new 
flooring in the toilets.   
 
Cllr Baranek reported that a sensor had been installed in the corridor which 
addressed the security issue of children being able to open the main door.  
Furthermore, Cllr Baranek had met earlier in the day with the Chairman of the 
Playgroup Committee, together with the two Playgroup Leaders, who all expressed 
their thanks and relief that the problem had been solved. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Facilities Committee held on 21st 
November 2012. 

 
  (e) Finance Committee 
 

Cllr Mowle explained that budget requirements for 2013/2014 would be considered 
by the Finance Committee prior to being discussed at the next meeting of the Parish 
Council on 23rdJanuary 2013.  
 
It was RESOLVED to vire £400 to the Finance (Grants) budget from the Finance 
(Contingency) budget. This would cover the grant application received for the 
Childrens Christmas Party. 
  
It was RESOLVED to vire £1,000 to the Activities Committee (Christmas) budget 
from the Finance (Contingency) budget.  This would cover the cost of the laser 
projections in Memorial Gardens.   
 

   It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
 

 Crowpie Marketing     £80.00 
 Severn Trent Water    £52.35 
Clerk (Storage Units for CC)   £120.75 
Clerk (Tiles & Grout for CC)   £19.97 
 Clerk (Cleaning materials for CC)  £44.22 
 Mark Fairman (300057)   £75.00 
 Emily Stone (300058)    £50.00 
 Peter Keeble (300059)   £30.00 
 Deborah Judd (300060)   £50.00 
 Nora Walters (300067)   £30.00 
 Jonathan Hollands (300066)   £30.00 
 Steven Fox (300064)    £30.00 
 Shaun Richards (300063)   £30.00 
 Jo Walton (300062)    £30.00 
 Simon Beynon (300061)   £30.00 
 Sid Harvey (300065)    £30.00 
 Hellison Trophies (300068)   £50.24 
 Clerk (fire exit signage)   £38.31 
 Clerk (Photo comp, Kids prizes)  £65.06 
  



HMRC (NI & Tax, October 2012)  £38.48 
Clerk (Expenses, October 2012)  £63.10 
Clerk (AVG Internet Security)   £36.82 
 Royal British Legion    £30.00 
 Clerk, Salary October 2012   £710.28 
 Peak District Mining Museum (rent)  £40.00 
 Spotless     £33.00 
 Stone & Marble Ltd    £600.00 
 Spotless     £40.00 
 HMRC (NI & Tax, November 2012)  £38.48 
 Clerk, Salary November 2012)  £710.28 
 Clerk (Flowers for trough)   £80.79 
 BM&W Band      £50.00 
 British Gas (Gas)    £102.76 
 Twiggs (salt for CC)    £5.94 
 Cllr M Wilderspin (expenses for training) £24.75 
 Hope Education (playgroup grant)  £298.33 

 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 21st 
November 2012. 

   
(f) Planning Committee 
 

Cllr Wilderspin reported some occasionally confusing decisions made by DDDC 
Planning Department and considerable time spent dealing with Officers.  
 
Cllr Wilderspin confirmed that the Planning Committee would support the resident 
who earlier brought the part street light issue to the Meeting.    
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Planning Committee held on 15th 
November 2012. 
 

  (g) Wapping Nature Reserve Management Committee 
 

Cllr Wilderspin reported that the Nature Reserve had suffered with the exceptional 
rain received this year and undergrowth had grown intensely.  Help would probably 
be needed and Cllr Wilderspin thought a working party likely in the near future. 
 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Planning Committee held on 15th 
November 2012. 

 
06.11.12 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
  E-mail from resident – request for running costs for Community Centre – discussed 
  Revised Draft Consultation Policy – The Gambling Act 2005 (advisory only) – noted 
  Emails in support of Playgroup – noted 
  Email from resident – thanks and congratulations on photography competition – noted 
  Letter from Chair of Playgroup – thanks for waterproofs – noted 
 
At this point it was RESOLVED to close the Meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to allow Councillors to discuss this confidential item.   
 
Cllr Mowle requested that his vote against this resolution be recorded. 



 
 
07.11.12 Vacancies and co-options 
 
  (a) It was RESOLVED to co-opt Trevor Bowmer to Matlock Bath Parish Council 
  (b) No resolution was proposed to co-opt Joe McCrae to Matlock Bath Parish  
   Council. 
 
 
08.11.12 Date of next meeting 
 
  Councillors noted the date of the next meeting is Wednesday 23 January 2013. 
 
 
 


