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 MINUTES of the Matlock Bath Parish Council Meeting 
held on Wednesday 16th May 2012 at the Community Centre at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe, Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Nick Grayshon, 
  Cllr Michael Wilderspin, Julie Baranek (Clerk)  
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
B Police Matters 
 
 PCSO Laura Coxhead was welcomed to the meeting.  Laura reported that there were no problems 
 to report in Matlock Bath.  She reminded Councillors that the Olympic torch would be passing 
 through the village on 29th June. 
 
C County Council 
 
 Cllr Purdy was welcomed to the meeting.  Cllr Purdy confirmed that the road was being resurfaced 

 at Artists Corner and the footpath resurfacing between Masson Mills and Cromford cross roads had 
been completed. 

 
 He further reported that in November the public across England and Wales will be asked to elect 

 police and crime commissioners for their area who will be accountable for how crime is tackled in 
their police force areas.  Police and crime commissioners (PCCs) will aim to cut crime and 
deliver an effective  and efficient police service within their force area. 

 
 Cllr Purdy reported that the county electoral boundaries would be changing but stressed 
 that this was  not the police boundaries. 
 
 Cllr Purdy reported that the Youth Service consultation had closed and that a report on the 
 consultation would be issued shortly. 
 
 Cllr Purdy reported that approval had been given for four turbines to be erected in 
 September near Carsington Water. 
  
D District Council 
 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright was welcomed to the meeting.  Cllr Cartwright referred to a document which was 

tabled concerning the local plan.  He outlined the aims of the local plan and reported that 
consultation would start in June, be submitted to Government in July 2013 and adopted by February 
2014.  Further details can be found on the Derbyshire Dales website. 

 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright confirmed that the illuminations this year would go ahead with no increase to the 

admission prices. 
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 Cllr Purdy reported that he had undertaken a great deal of work in ascertaining the position of the 
travellers in light of the correspondence received from residents.  The Chief Executive of DDDC has 
promised to respond to Cllr Purdy by the end of Friday (18th).  Cllr Purdy reported that matters had 
arisen concerning welfare problems which the County were dealing with.  The Clerk reported that e-
mails from residents concerning the travellers had been passed to DDDC. 

 
 
Cllr Purdy and Cllr Cartwright were thanked for attending the meeting. 
 
01.05.12 Apologies 
 
   Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Nick Whitehead and Cllr Imelda Hanlon. 
 
02.05.12 Casual Vacancies and Co-option 
 
   There were no casual vacancies or co-option. 
 
03.05.12 Councillors Declaration of Interests 
 
   Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the  

  agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 
 
04.05.12 Acceptance & Signing of Previous Minutes 
 
   It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2012 be approved 

  and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
05.05.12 Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters 
 
  Community Centre – The Clerk reported that now the current renovations in the Community 

Centre were complete, it was essential that the room was marketed to attract more user 
groups.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should place an advert on a directory of village 
halls website as well as the Derbyshire Directory website.   Parish Clerk 

 
 Code of Conduct – The Clerk reported that the Code of Conduct will be withdrawn due to 

the abolition of the standards board.  A new policy on the conduct of Parish Councils and 
Councillors will be introduced shortly and should be adopted by 1st July.  Further information 
should be received from the Monitoring Officer shortly. 

 
 Signed Leases – The Clerk reported that she had received the signed leases for the 

Bowling Green and Sports Area from 2010. 
 
 Cllr Michael Wilderspin at this point left the meeting due to a prior engagement. 
 
 Bus Shelter at Masson Mills – The Clerk reported that she had received a complaint about 

the unkempt state of the Victorian Bus Shelter opposite Masson Mills.  The shrubbery and 
overhanging trees were obscuring the roof and part of the structure.  She further reported 
that DCC Highways had been contacted and it had been agreed that they would arrange for 
the cutting back of the shrubbery.  On completion of this work the Parish Council will pay for 
the cleaning of the roof and Masson Mills had agreed to repaint it.  It will hopefully all be 
completed before the Jubilee Weekend. 

 
 Proposed Pay & Display – The Clerk confirmed that no details concerning the proposed 

pay and display had yet been received.   
 
  



  
 

 Christmas Lights – The Clerk reported that a new set of Christmas tree lights had been 
purchased.  She further reported that representatives of the Parish Council had had a fruitful 
meeting with DDDC concerning Christmas lights in the village.  It was agreed that the 
Activities Committee should meet shortly to discuss further Christmas lighting.  Any 
proposals would need to be sent to DDDC for approval.  Activities Committee  

 
   Grant for 2012 Jubilee – The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had received  

  notification of available grants for the Jubilee and Olympic celebrations.  She further reported 
  that she had contacted the organisers of the Street Party to enquire whether a grant would 
  be helpful to them.  The organisers confirmed that the grant could be used to produce a  
  photograph of the event to be hung in the Heritage Centre of the Pavilion. 

 
   Cllr Dave Mowle further suggested that any underspend could be put towards producing a 

  video of the event which could also be shown in the Heritage Centre. 
 
   It was RESOLVED that the Clerk apply for a grant for these uses.  Parish Clerk 
 
   Public Conveniences – The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from DDDC 

  concerning working in partnership with the Parish Council on the toilets in Memorial  
  Gardens.  It was agreed that the Facilities Committee should meet to discuss ways in which 
  the Parish Council could work in partnership before arranging a meeting with DDDC to  
  discuss further.       Facilities Committee 

 
06.05.12 Committees 
 

(a) Activities Committee  
 
 Art Competition – Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe confirmed that the response to the Art 

Competition this year had been good and the closing date was 25th May.  The 
shortlisted work will be displayed in the Pump Room on Monday 4th June and would 
need volunteers to ‘man the stand’. The awards to the winners would be made at 
noon on Tuesday 5th June. The Clerk was asked to circulate an e-mail so Councillors 
could identify the time slots they could assist.   Parish Clerk 

 
 Cllr Baranek reported that he had done a press release on the Art Competition which 

would hopefully appear in local papers. 
 
 Photography Competition – Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe confirmed that entries had 

already been received but further advertising would be undertaken once the Art 
Competition had been completed.  Posters advertising the event would be put around 
the village prior to the Jubilee weekend advertising the competition. 

 
 Illuminations Village Evening – Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe reported that verbal 

confirmation had been received that the boatbuilders were happy to support the 
illuminations village evening on a Friday.  It was felt that the evening should be in 
early October.  Cllr Metcalfe further reported that the Activities Committee would meet 
shortly to discuss the arrangements for this evening. Activities Committee 

 
(b) Allotments Committee – The Clerk reported that she had contacted the landowners 

to ascertain whether a valuation of the land had been undertaken.  The landowners 
had confirmed that they had consulted with their bank who require three valuations 
for the site.  The Clerk was asked to contact the landowners to ascertain if there was 
anyone in particular the bank suggests to value the land and also the cost involved.  
However, before committing any money to this, it was also suggested that a local 
estate agent be asked to give an approximate market value of the land.  This would 
then assist the Parish Council greatly in ascertaining whether they would be in a 
position to consider the purchase of the land.   Parish Clerk 

 



  
 

(c) Communications Committee  
 
 Website – Cllr Peter Baranek reported that there had been 202 visitors and 226 

visitors during March and April respectively.  Cllr Baranek reported that the website 
now contained a great deal of information about the Parish Council to inform the 
village as well as visitors of news, information and events around the village. 

 
 Newsletter – Cllr Baranek reported that the deadline for the receipt of articles for the 

June Newsletter is 18th June. 
 
(d) Community Centre Renovation Committee – Cllr Dave Mowle reported that the 

next stage of the renovation was to refit the kitchen with units which had been 
donated.  The Clerk was asked to contact the joiner and schedule work to be done in 
late July/early August.  The Clerk requested that a cupboard be available to be put in 
the toilet area as storage for underwear, nappies and baby wipes. Parish Clerk 

 
(e) Facilities Committee  
 
 Sports Area – It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting. 
 
 Playgroup – Cllr Grayshon reported that a letter had been received from the 

Playgroup Vice Chair, a copy of which had been sent to the Clerk. 
 
 The Clerk tabled a report on the legal status of the Parish Council to the contents of 

the letter. 
 

 It is stressed that the Parish Council fully supports Playgroup in its efforts to achieve 
financial sustainability and the importance of Playgroup to the village community.  
The Parish Council will do everything within its power to help. 

 
 In order to take this forward it was agreed that Cllr Grayshon meet with Playgroup to 

discuss the content of the letter and to report back to the next meeting. 
           Cllr Grayshon 
 
(f) Finance Committee 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the following payments: 
 

 P Servante (Joiner)     £300.00 
 M Wilderspin (paraffin/chain saw oil)   £34.08 
 M Wilderspin (neighbourhood planning training) £13.05 
 DALC (renewal of membership)   £229.45 
 DDDC (Lease of Sports Area)    £10.00 
 Crowpie Marketing (website)    £100.00 
 Holy Trinity Church (grant)    £150.00 
 A6 Tree Care      £350.00 
 Severn Trent Water     £49.75 
 Geoff Lowry (Decorator)    £895.00 
 HMRC (NI & Tax, April 2012)    £38.48 
 Clerk (Salary, April 2012)    £710.28 
 Clerk (Office Expenses, April 2012)   £66.47 
 British Gas (Gas)     £168.28 
 Spotless (Bus Shelter maintenance)   £66.00 
 DASAC (Raft Event, Grant)    £450.00 
 Matlock Electrical Services    £36.00 
 Came & Company (Insurance)   £632.38 
 Lights 4 Fun      £144.95 
 Clerk (Salary, May 2012)    £710.28 
 HMRC (NI & Tax, May 2012)    £38.48 



  
 

 
 Cllr Dave Mowle reported that the Finance Committee were recommending a grant 
 application from the Matlock Bath Bowling Club for £300 be awarded. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to award a grant of £300 to the Matlock Bath Bowling Club. 

 
 (g) Planning Committee  
 
   Affordable Housing – The Clerk reported that she had received an update on  
   proposed affordable housing in the village.  DDDC confirmed that they would be  
   looking at any land in the area that could be used more creatively to deliver a small 
   scheme of affordable housing.  Although this was felt to be a long shot, DDDC felt it 
   is worth having a look at this to see what can be done. 
 
   Local Plan – The Clerk reported that an exhibition of the proposed local plan will be 
   held in the Community Centre on Wednesday 4th July between 2.00 pm-6.00 pm. 
 
   Business Properties – The Clerk reported that the Planning Committee had  
   received a number of concerns over properties which were now been rented out as 
   holiday lets.  She further reported that a meeting has been arranged with Cllr Garry 
   Purdy to discuss the issues and concerns raised by residents. 

 
   It was RESOLVED to accept the notes of the meeting held on 10th April and 8th May 

  2012. 
 
(h) Wapping Nature Reserve Committee – The Clerk reported that a Sycamore tree on 

New Bath land had fallen onto the Reserve blocking the pathway.  The New Bath 
Hotel had been proactive in arranging the removal of this tree and has been thanked 
for this.  Concern was raised concerning a number of other trees which are being 
affected by Ivy, the cause of this fall. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the notes of the meeting held on 10th April and 8th May 

2012. 
 

07.05.12 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
  (a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 
  (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – The Clerk reported that details concerning the 
   Parish Council adopting Matlock Bath Railway Station had been received.  As a  
   result Cllr Wilderspin and the Clerk had met with the DVLCRP Officer who had  
   outlined the duties of adoptees.  It was felt that if the Parish Council adopted  
   the station, residents could then be encouraged to join the scheme to improve the 
   appearance of the station.  One of the things discussed was the Parish Council  
   planting flowers in the two planters on the platform.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
   Councillors to ascertain who would be willing to become an adoptee.  A decision  
   would then be resolved at the next meeting.    Parish Clerk 
 

(c)  SNT Forum – Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported that the next meeting will be held at 
the Matlock Bath Community Centre on 17th July.       

 
(d) Illuminations – The Clerk reported that the Minutes of the Illuminations Liaison 

Group would be available shortly. 
 
(e) Footpaths – The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from a lady who was 

enquiring as to whether she could assist the Parish Council regarding footpaths.  In 
view of the vacancy for a Footpaths Officer, the Clerk was asked to contact the lady 
concerned to ascertain how she felt she could assist.  Parish Clerk 

 



  
 

(f) Town & Parish Council Liaison Meeting – Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe reported on the 
liaison meeting.   A number of grants are available up to £1,000 for clubs and groups 
to develop activities and getting people involved. 

 
 An update on the part night lighting was given and that the Parish Council would be 

consulted in July regarding streetlights in the village. 
 

08.05.12 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
09.05.12 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council report 
 
   There were no urgent matters. 
 
10.05.12 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the County Council report 
 
   There were no urgent matters 
 
11.05.12 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
   E-mail from visitor concerning disabled parking in Pavilion – passed to DDDC. 
   E-mail from resident concerning the Royal Well Sign – passed to DDDC. 
   E-mail from resident re Miniature Railway in Derwent Gardens – passed to DDDC. 
   E-mail resident – Japanese Knotweed in Clifton Road – passed to DCC Highways 
   DCC – Works to A6 Artists Corner for 2 weeks – circulated to all Councillors 
   E-mail Alex Webster re Chess Coaching – put on website & Noticeboard 
   E-mail DCC re composting week – put on website & Noticeboard 
   E-mail resident – wooden fence at the junction of Upperwood Road & Waterloo – passed to 
   DCC Highways 
   E-mail from Garry Purdy re Broadband champion – forwarded to all Councillors 
 
12.5.12 Date of next meeting  
 
   The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 27th June 2012. 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
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