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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 28th March 2012 at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Nick Grayshon, Cllr Imelda Hanlon, Cllr Lorraine Metcalfe, 
  Cllr Dave Mowle, Cllr Nick Whitehead, Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman),  
  Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 PCSO Laura Coxhead was welcomed to the meeting.  Laura confirmed that she would be 
 taking over from PC Louise Neville as Matlock Bath’s police representative and would attend 
 future Parish Council meetings. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that a number of complaints had been received concerning the 
 travellers.  Cllr Purdy confirmed that the County Council had an obligation to find the 
 travellers an alternative site and would be negotiating with the travellers shortly. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy confirmed that an Officer of the Council was looking into the provision of a 
 Post Office in the light of an offer from a local resident to run one.  However, it seemed that 
 the Post Office did not want to support a sub Post Office only a Post Office Local. 
 
 It was confirmed that pressure had been put on the County Council to arrange the painting of 
 Jubilee Bridge.  Although it had been agreed to undertake this, no date has yet been agreed. 
 
D Report from District Council 
 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright sent his apologies. 
 
 

Council Meeting 
 

01.03.12 Apologies 
 
 There were no apologies for absence. 
 
02.03.12 Casual Vacancies and Co-option 
 
 There were no casual vacancies or co-option. 
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03.03.12 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 
 
04.03.12 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th January 2012 

be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
05.03.12 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
 

(a) Christmas Lights for 2012 – The Clerk reported that she had obtained a quote for 
replacement Christmas Tree lights.  The Clerk was asked to purchase the new lights.
          Parish Clerk 

 
 Cllr Nick Grayshon asked if the Parish Council would consider purchasing strings of 

lights to be erected along the Parades and whether a donation towards these lights 
could be obtained from the traders.  The Clerk agreed to obtain quotes for the lights 
and report back to the next meeting.     Parish Clerk 

 
 The Clerk confirmed that a meeting between DDDC and Parish Council 

representatives had been arranged for May to discuss the Memorial Shelter lighting 
and other redundant lighting which was stored in the Memorial Shelter. 

 
(b) Post Office Update – The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been 

approached by a local resident who was looking to re-open the Post Office and 
combine it with selling her own goods.  After extensive research into this combined 
with a search for suitable premises in Matlock Bath, the Post Office had confirmed 
that they were looking to open a Post Office Local (a Post Office within other 
premises) rather than a Sub-Post Office.  Unfortunately this may not be a viable 
option for the lady concerned.  The Clerk reported that she had met with the lady 
concerned and confirmed that following a resolution at a previous meeting, the Parish 
Council would support the setting up of a Post Office counter should it become a 
viable option.  However, the Parish Council would only be able to support the project 
within its own constraints. 

 
(c) Memorial Gardens – The Clerk reported that following a complaint from a local 

resident, she had contacted DDDC who had confirmed that they would look into it.  
The problem surrounded contractors’ vans driving over the grass which had not only 
churned up the grass but may have damaged the spring bulbs planted by the Parish 
Council. 

 
(d) Travellers – See report from Cllr Garry Purdy above. 
 
(e) Footpath No 4 – The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by DCC to say that 

some land above Cromford Court was being sectioned off for wildlife.  As a result the 
flight of steps which go onto private land would be removed as they are not on the 
definitive right of way.  

 
06.03.12 Parking Proposal 
 
 The Chairman reported that following the recent meeting with Mike Ashworth from DCC the 

Parish Council needed to consider whether it was appropriate at this time to recommend the 
introduction of a residents parking scheme.  The Chairman reminded Councillors that a 
recommendation to DCC concerning the introduction of the Pay and Display scheme needed 
to be agreed. 

 
 It was, therefore, RESOLVED to accept the preliminary scheme as outlined to the Parish 

Council at the meeting with Mike Ashworth.  However, Councillors felt that the introduction of 
the residents parking scheme should be withheld for the present to see what effect the 
introduction of the pay and display scheme had on parking. 



  
 There was concern from some Councillors that the pay and display scheme may have an 

effect on local trade. 
 
 The Chairman confirmed that DCC had agreed to forward us all details concerning the 

scheme in due course.  DCC would then undertake their own consultation with the village.   
 
07.03.12 Parochial Hall (Youth Centre) 
 
 Cllr Nick Grayshon confirmed that the Parochial Hall had not been used for a number of 

years but after meeting with interested parties, he hoped that a refurbishment could be 
undertaken.  However, a preliminary inspection raised issues with asbestos in the roof and 
also boundary disputes.  Cllr Grayshon agreed to keep the Parish Council up-to-date with 
developments. 

 
08.03.12 Committees 
 

(a) Activities 
 
 Pro Loco Art Competition – Cllr Metcalfe confirmed that posters had been sent to 

local schools, previous entrants, Matlock Library, Art Groups etc as well as displayed 
on our website and noticeboards.  She also confirmed that the number entries so far 
was good. 

 
 Pro Loco Photography Competition – Cllr Metcalfe reported that some publicity 

material had been sent out but further information would be sent out in May/June.  
She confirmed that posters advertising the competition would be put around the 
village ready for the Easter holidays. 

 
 Cllr Metcalfe reported that advertisements for both competitions had been put into 

ArtsMatters, a publication produced by DDDC.  She further confirmed that 
sponsorship for both competitions had reached £950. 

 
 Seniors Christmas Lunch – Cllr Metcalfe confirmed that the Seniors Christmas 

Lunch this year will be held at the New Bath Hotel on Monday 3rd December.  Further 
information about this event is on our website and will be advertised in the June and 
September Newsletters. 

 
(b)  Allotments Committee – The Clerk reported that she had contacted the owners of 

the proposed land to ascertain the size of the plot and the price of the land.  To date 
the owners have not been able to obtain a valuation but would let the Parish Council 
have a map showing the size of the plot.  

 
 The Clerk further reported that she had contacted all of the interested parties who 

had signed up so far to confirm that they were still interested.   
 
(c) Communications Committee  
 
 Website – Cllr Peter Baranek reported that there had been 101 unique visitors to the 

website during the period 1st-31st January and 144 visitors during the period 1st-29th 
February.   

 
(d) Community Centre Renovation Committee – The Clerk reported that the painter 

would re-paint the Community Room, toilets and corridor over the Easter period in 
order not to interfere with user groups.  She further reported that a quote had been 
received from a joiner to finish off the fitting of the secondary glazed units and to fit 
window boards to the four windows in the Community Room.   

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the joiner’s quote.  The Clerk confirmed that the joiner 

had agreed to do the work over the Easter period. 
 



(e) Facilities Committee  
 

   Sports Area – Cllr Nick Whitehead reported that he had obtained a quote for the  
   work to be undertaken for the Sports Area.  He further reported that the next stage 
   would be to obtain grants in order for the work to be done.  He agreed to investigate 
   this and report to the next meeting.    Cllr Nick Whitehead 
 
  Playgroup – Cllr Nick Whitehead outlined the financial problems which Playgroup 

 was currently experiencing.  After a long discussion, it was proposed that Cllr Nick 
Grayshon liaise with Playgroup to ascertain the situation and report back for 
discussion at the next meeting.  The Clerk reported that there were no powers which 
allowed the Parish Council to give financial aid apart from through a grant.  However, 
a grant could not be used for paying salaries as this was classed as a running cost.  
All Councillors agreed that the Parish Council is supportive of Playgroup but were 
limited with what financial help could be given.   

 
 The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail confirming that DCC had 

intervened with the financial management of Playgroup and officers would work with 
them over the summer to look at longer term plans. 

 
 The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from Playgroup concerning the 

lock on the fire exit door.  It had been suggested that the lock be moved higher or a 
bolt/hook be put on the door.  Unfortunately by moving the lock and adding a bolt or 
hook would contravene DDA and Fire regulations.  The Clerk was asked to notify 
Playgroup of the Parish Council’s decision. 

 
(f) Finance Committee 

 
 Retention & Disposal Policy – The Clerk reported that the Finance Committee had 

recommended the adoption of a retention and disposal policy (a copy of which had 
been circulated with the agenda).  It was RESOLVED to adopt the policy.  

 
 Authorised Payments – It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
 

   M Wilderspin      £18.40 
   British Gas      £167.10 
   Spotless      £40.00 
   Twigg       £17.99 
   HMRC       £18.28 
   Clerk, Salary February 2012    £637.08 
   Clerk, Expenses February 2012    £102.32 
   Crow Pie Marketing (renewal of domain name) £176.00 
   Twigg       £1.21 
   Clerk, Salary March 2012    £637.08 
   Clerk, Expenses March 2012    £31.63 
   Crow Pie Marketing     £40.00 

   Mike Greenan (repair brushcutter)   £95.59 
   Mike Greenan (purchase of loppers)   £22.94 
   British Gas (electric)     £137.90 
   HMRC (NI & Tax, March 2012)   £18.28 
   Spotless (bus shelter cleaning)   £33.00 
   Ashover Printer (Newsletters)    £234.00 

 
   Membership of DALC – It was RESOLVED to renew membership of DALC for  
   2012/2013.  The Clerk confirmed that the fee was the same as in 2011/2012. 
 

 Grants – The Clerk reported that a grant application from Derbyshire Association Sub 
Aqua for the 2012 Raft Event had been considered by the Finance Committee.  It 
was RESOLVED to award a grant of £450. 

  



(g) Planning Committee 
 
 Tree Policy – Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported that the comments on the Tree Policy 

received had been considered by the Committee and it had been agreed to 
incorporate them.  He further reported that more work was required to the policy and 
this would be done in due course. 

 
(h) Wapping Nature Reserve Committee 
 
 Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported that an enormous amount of work had been done to 

clear the area following the falling of one of the Ash Tree’s limbs and in the light of 
the pollarding.  The Parish Council were grateful to the help of Mike, Peter, Phil, Jane 
and Anne for their hard work.  

 
It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of all the Committee meetings held since the last full 
Council meeting on 25th January 2012. 
 

08.03.12 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported that further  

  information regarding adopting Matlock Bath Station would be sent to the Clerk  
  shortly. 

 
 (c) Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) – Cllr Michael Wilderspin reported that no  

  issues relating to Matlock Bath were raised at the last meeting of the SNT.  The next 
  meeting will be held at Cromford Institute on Thursday 12th April 2012. 

 
 (d) Illuminations Liaison Group – Cllr Nick Whitehead confirmed that he would be  

  attending the next Illuminations Liaison Group meeting on 24th April. 
 
 (e) Footpaths – Cllr Nick Grayshon reported that Green Lane was now open. 
 
09.03.12 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in Public Participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in public participation. 
 
10.03.12 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the District Council Report 
 
 There were no urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council 

report. 
 
11.03.12 Urgent Matters/Matters for the Next Agenda Raised in the County Council Report 
 
  There were no urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the County Council 

report. 
 
12.03.12 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received: 
 
 The Clerk reported that the following correspondence/publications/information had been 

received: 
 
   Pavilion Group – Letter of Support for opening of Heritage Centre in old TIC – The Clerk 
   confirmed that a letter had been sent. 
   E-mail from visitor re dead fox in pond on Temple Road and Newts – Passed to DDDC   
   Resident – e-mail re Upperwood parking – Passed to DCC  
   DDDC – DD Shopfronts & Commercial properties design guidance – supplementary  
   planning document adopted 2006 – consultation on revisions to text – paint colours –  
   Passed to Planning Committee 
   DDDC – Community Safety Partnership Newsletter – circulate to all Councillors and put on 
   the website. 



   DDDC – Letter re proposed car parking order – Snitterton Road Car Park, Matlock –  
   considered by Planning Committee and noted. 
 DALC – Invite to Neighbourhood Training – Cllrs Michael Wilderspin & Lorraine Metcalfe to 

attend. 
   Assistant Chief Constable – Letter regarding closure of enquiry offices – noted.  
   Plantscape – New brochure and CD – noted. 
   Resident – e-mail concerning problems on Orchard Road – noted. 
   Matlock Mercury – e-mail concerning campaign for bridge to be painted – noted. 
   Unity Trust Bank – Newsletter – noted. 
   Rural Services Network - Newsletter (8 editions) – noted. 
 DDDC – Notes from November Community Forum – noted. 
 
13.03.12 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The date of the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th May 2012 at 7.00 pm. 
 

 
  

 
 


