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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 27th November 2013 at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr N Grayshon, Cllr D Mowle,  
  Cllr M Wilderspin (Vice Chairman), J Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
 
A Public Participation 
  
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
B Report from Police Representative 
 
 There were no police representatives present. 
 
C  Report from County Councillor 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe briefly outlined the meeting between DCC, DDDC, the Police and Parish 

Council representatives on the parking problems encountered during the illuminations.  She 
felt that tentative promises had been made at the meeting to address certain issues.  Once 
further details are known, the Parish Council would be notified. 

 
 Regarding the issue of street furniture, Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that a policy is to be 

drawn up to regulate this with public safety at the forefront.  
 
 She further reported that the cuts which the County Council was facing would have a large 

impact on certain services next year.  Consultation on cuts would be rolled out.  
 
Cllr Irene Ratcliffe was thanked for attending the meeting. 
 
D Report from District Councillors 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy sent his apologies. 
 
01.11.13 Apologies 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Lorraine Keeble and Cllr Neal Hunt. 
 
02.11.13 Declaration of Members’ Interests 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 
 
03.11.13  Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 25th September 

be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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04.11.13 Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters 
 
 Archives and Photographs of Matlock Bath – The Clerk reported that concern had been 

raised about the archives and photographs belonging to a local resident.  Cllr Dave Mowle 
reported that they had been donated to the Pavilion Group Ltd as part of the Heritage Lottery 
Grant Project. 

 
 Village Pantomime – The Clerk reported that she had been contacted by a group of 

residents who were hoping to put on a pantomime in the Spring.  Once further details were 
known, they would be put on our website. 

 
 Raft Event – The Clerk reported that the organisers of the Raft Event had contacted Cllr 

Michael Wilderspin to ascertain whether he was available to judge the event this year.  It was 
RESOLVED that Cllr Wilderspin should represent the Parish Council for this event. 

 
 Councillor Training – The Clerk outlined the DALC New Councillor training which was 

being held in the Spring.   
 
05.09.11  Committees 
 
 (a) Activities Committee 
 
   In the absence of the Chair of the Activities Committee, the Clerk gave an update on 

  events. 
 
   Seniors Lunch – It was reported that 28 residents were attending the Seniors  

  Lunch on 12th December at High Tor Hotel.  This is a slight increase on last year. 
 
   Christmas – It was reported that the Christmas Tree would be erected in the  

  Memorial Gardens Shelter on 7th December.  Holy Trinity School had agreed to  
  decorate the shelter area behind the tree.  Councillors were reminded that Singing 
  Round the Tree would be held on Tuesday 17th December at 7.00 pm followed by 
  refreshments in the Midland Hotel. 

 
 (b) Communications Committee 
 
   Newsletter – It was reported that the Newsletter would be delivered to residents from 

  7th December. 
 
   Website – It was reported that in September there had been 230 visitors to the  

  website and in October 825 visitors.   
 
 (c) Facilities Committee 
 
   Sports Area – It was reported that permission had been given to remove some of 

  the trees around the sports area.  It was further reported that temporary repairs and 
  general tidying up had been done to the area in order for the school to use it.   

 
   The Clerk reported that the Inspired Facilities Grant application would be submitted 

  shortly. 
 
   Benches – A quote for 4 new benches was presented to full Council.  It was  

  RESOLVED to accept the quote and the Clerk was asked to contact the company 
  and place the order.       Parish Clerk 

 
   Community Centre – It was reported that some maintenance work had been done in 

  the Community Centre.  In addition, new curtains had been hung and a new hand 
  dryer had been fitted in the toilet area. 

 
   The Clerk reported that she had contacted the Pavilion Group Ltd to ask if a letter of 

  commitment could be produced now that the lease on the Community Centre had 
  expired. 



   
   It was RESOLVED to accept the notes of the meeting held on 18th November.  
 
  (d) Finance & General Purposes Committee 
 
   Annual Return – It was reported that there were no problems arising from  

  the annual return by the External Auditor.  
      
   It was RESOLVED to accept the following payments: 
 
   Cllr M Wilderspin      £3.65 
   Clerk, Village Favourite Prizes    £101.07 
   Clerk, Hand Dryers for Community Centre   £49.80 
   Severn Trent Water      £53.90 
   Crow Pie Marketing (website)     £50.00 
   Twiggs        £7.80 
   Clerk, compost for winter plants    £13.00 
   Twiggs        £23.94 
   Ashover Print (newsletter)     £305.00 
   NALC (publication)      £55.99 
   Stone & Marble (cleaning of war memorial)   £456.00 
   Spotless (bus shelter maintenance)    £48.00 
   Cllr M Wilderspin (mileage)     £8.80 
   HMRC (NI payments, October 2013)    £25.07 
   Twiggs        £2.52 
   Grant Thornton (External Audit)    £240.00 
   Curtains 2 Bedding (curtains for Community Centre) £1,341.50 
   Clerk, prizes for Photography Competition)   £75.00 
   Platts Harris (brushcutter)     £944.00 
   Denis Harvey       £270.00 
   Twiggs        £12.55 
   Clerk, Expenses October 2013     £163.62 
   Clerk, bulbs for barrels     £10.00 
   RDS Midlands (fitting of hand dryer)    £62.78 
   Callum Wombell (300079)     £75.00 
   David Smith (300080)      £50.00 
   Jon Hollands (300081)     £30.00 
   Mark Fairman (300082)     £50.00 
   Peter Keeble (300083)     £30.00 
   James Spray (300084)     £30.00 
   Peter Reed (300085)      £30.00 
   Simon Beynon (300086)     £30.00 
   Lawrence Baker (300088)     £30.00 
   Clerk, Salary October 2013      £729.18 
   Kevin Toft Plumbing      £192.62 
   Cllr M Wilderspin (allen scythe service)   £111.60 
   Clerk, wood for Community Centre    £4.54 
   Spotless (bus shelter maintenance, Sept)   £48.00 
   Spotless (bus shelter maintenance, Oct)   £40.00 
   Platts Harris (brushcutter attachment)   £74.00 
   Cllr M Wilderspin (mileage)     £21.60 
   Crow Pie Marketing (website)     £40.00 
   Clerk, bulbs for barrels     £67.74 
   BM&W Training Band      £50.00 
   Royal British Legion (poppy wreaths)    £50.00 
   HMRC (NI November 2013)     £25.07 
   Clerk, Salary November 2013    £729.18 
   British Gas (gas)      £70.77 
   Denis Harvey       £381.25 
   Cllr Michael Wilderspin (sharpening of 2 chains)  £20.00 
   Clerk, Expenses, November 2013    £126.74 
 



   It was RESOLVED to accept the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th November  
  2013. 

 
 (e) Planning Committee 
 
   E-Planning Portal – It was reported that a demonstration had been given on the e-

  planning portal in order for the Committee to consider applications.  Although the  
  Committee had doubts about being able to make an informed recommendation for 
  applications, it was recommended to opt in which would hopefully save the District 
  Council some money.  This was RESOLVED. 

 
   It was further reported that the Committee was disappointed that the applications for 

  works to trees was not included on the e-planning portal and these would be sent in 
  paper form as currently is the practice.  

 
   It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 

  21st October and 18th November 2013. 
 
  (f) Environment & Conservation Committee 
 
   Planters – It was reported that the 3 barrels and the cattle trough had been planted 

  up by volunteers with bulbs and winter plants. 
 
   The Clerk reported that a quote for a new 3 year contract had been received for the 

  four planters on the Parades.  It was RESOLVED that the Environment Committee 
  should accept the quote. 

 
   Footpaths – It was reported that some clearing had been done on some of the  

  footpaths.  It was further reported that an article would be in the Newsletter asking for 
  residents to let us know of any paths which need clearing. 

 
   Petition – It was reported that there had been a good response to the petition on 

  tree management.  The petition would be open until 18th December.  It will then be 
  sent to DDDC and DCC. 

 
   Councillors were reminded of the need to read the notes of the Committees when 

  circulated and should  raise any comments as soon as possible. 
 
   Councillors were reminded furthermore that they were able to attend any Committee 

  meeting even if they were not a member of it. 
 
06.11.13 Precept 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Finance Committee’s recommendation that the precept for 

2014/2015 be set at £25,000, - no change on last year’s figure.  
 
07.11.13 Parking 
 
 A short overview of the meeting held between DCC, DDDC, the Police and Parish Council 

representatives held at County Hall on 27th November was given. The Parish Council was 
represented by Cllr Peter Baranek who will arrange for the notes to be circulated when they 
become available. (See report from Cllr Irene Ratcliffe above). 

 
Cllr Dave Mowle left the meeting at this point. 
 
08.11.13 Revised Standing Orders 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the revised standing orders based on the NALC model 

standing orders.  The Clerk was asked to circulate the revised standing orders to Councillors 
and to put them on the website.      Parish Clerk 

 



09.11.13 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 
 (a) Pavilion – It was reported that the Pavilion Group Ltd had failed in securing the  

  Heritage Lottery Grant.  They will be re-submitting in due course. 
 
   It was further reported that the Pavilion Group had been in negotiations with DDDC 

  about the purchase of further land and property around the Pavilion.  A verbal  
  agreement had been made to remove some of the trees allowing a clearer view of 
  the Pavilion. 

 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – It was reported that the station adoption scheme 

  had made a large improvement on the aesthetics of the stations. 
  
   Regarding the electrification of the line, a problem had arisen with a Grade 2 listed 

  tunnel. 
 
 (c) SNT Forum – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (d) Illuminations – It was reported that the Illuminations Liaison Meeting would be held 

  in January.  Depending on the date of the meeting, the Chair of the Activities  
  Committee will attend on behalf of the Parish Council.  

 
 (e) Footpaths – There was nothing further to report. 
 
10.11.13 Matlock Bath Station Adoption 
 
 It was reported that Cllr Lorraine Keeble had planted the winter blooms in the barrels at the 

station.  The hayracks had also been planted up by the Rail Partnership. 
 
11.11.13 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in public participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
12.11.13 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
13.11.13 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the County Council report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
14.11.13 Correspondence 
 
 Letter from member of the public concerning street furniture – this was noted by 

Councillors and the Clerk was asked to forward a copy to both the District and County 
Councillors. 

 E-mail from Temple Hotel regarding parking problems during illuminations – circulated 
to Councillors and forwarded to District and County Councillors and the Police 

 Various e-mails of thanks regarding Photography Competition – noted. 
 E-mail from resident regarding dangerous dog – noted. 
 E-mail from boatbuilders – thanks for the support – noted. 
 E-mail and questionnaire from Rural Action Derbyshire re rural services – circulated to 

all Councillors 
 
15.11.13 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The date of the next meeting is 22nd January 2014. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
  
 
 


