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DRAFT Minutes of the Matlock Bath Parish Council Held at the Community 
Centre on Wednesday 26th January 2011 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr D Collie, Cllr R Grindrod, Cllr N Grayshon, Cllr D Mowle,  

Cllr Nick Whitehead, Cllr M Wilderspin (Vice Chairman) 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
B Report from Police Representative 
 
 PC Martin Jones was welcomed to the meeting.  PC Jones reported that the crime figures for the 

area were 39% down.  All crime figures can be found on the Derbyshire Constabulary website.  In the 
period 8/10/10 and 12/1/11 there were 17 crimes reported in Matlock Bath.  There were arrests for 7 
of these crimes. 

 
 PC Jones reported that there were on going problems with Access Only Roads with residents 

reporting that they could not park outside of their house due to visitors and staff of establishments 
from the Parades.  He reported that the police are required to speak directly to the driver to see if they 
are parking legitimately before any action can be taken.  PC Jones reported that he had spoken to 
Derbyshire Dales and they had suggested possibly introducing a residents’ only parking scheme.  PC 
Jones felt this was not a good way forward due to cost, as it would have to be self financing.  A 
further problem would be the constraints with this scheme which enforces the strictest of laws, ie no 
parking too close to a junction, narrow roads etc, which would result in less parking space overall. 

 
C Report from County Councillor 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy was welcomed to the meeting.  Cllr Purdy reported that the County Council were 

proposing to introduce a pay and display parking control scheme on North Parade, South Parade and 
Dale Road.   

 
 The Parish Council responded by saying a full and informed reply to DCC would be made.  The letter 

was passed to the Planning Committee for consideration and recommendation. 
 
 Cllr Purdy reported the possibility of street lights being turned off for the duration of the night but 

expressed concern that this could encourage crime.  He stressed that this would be only done with 
the Parish Council’s agreement.  

 
 The Clerk was asked to ascertain further information regarding this. 
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D Report from District Councillors 
 
 Cllr Hume was welcomed to the meeting.  Cllr Hume had no more to add other than what Cllr Purdy 

had reported. 
 
Cllr Purdy and Cllr Hume were thanked for attending the meeting. 

 
 

Council Meeting 
 

01.01.11 Apologies 
 
 There were no apologies. 
 
02.01.11 Casual Vacancies and Co-option 

 
 There were no casual vacancies and co-option. 
 
03.01.11 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so.  
 
04.01.11 Acceptance and Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 16th December 2010 be approved 

and were by the Chairman. 
 
05.01.11 Survey Questions for the Parish Plan 
 
 The questions received from each of the Committees were tabled.  It was RESOLVED to ask 

the Communications Committee to finalise the questions. 
 
 The Chairman reported that replies would be made available on-line and/or at ‘drop off’ points 

in the village.  It was RESOLVED that the deadline dates for the despatch and return of the 
survey questions will be set by the Communications Committee. 

 
06.01.11 Clerk’s Report on Ongoing Matters 
 
 Parking Problems at Holy Trinity School – The Clerk circulated DDDC’s response to the 

Parish Council’s letter of support.  The contents of the letter were noted. 
 
 Overhanging Trees in the Sports Area – The Clerk reported that DDDC had confirmed that 

the overhanging trees had been pruned in late summer.  DDDC have agreed to arrange for an 
Area Supervisor to re-inspect the court surrounds with a view to pruning any further necessary 
overhanging limbs remaining at a greater height. 

 
 Summer Planters – The Clerk reported that for summer 2011 the number of planters would 

be increased from 2 to 4.  Two quotes have been received.  It was RESOLVED to give the 
contract to Plantscape.  The Clerk was asked to contact Plantscape to confirm the floral 
requirements for summer 2011.  The Clerk requested all Councillors consider the positions of 
the 4 planters.         Parish Clerk  
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 Parking Provision (Land Adjacent to Colourworks Entrance) – The Clerk reported that the 
Planning Committee had considered possible parking provision as raised by a local resident.  
The Committee had considered in depth the feasibility of maintaining parking at the suggested 
location.  They reported that it would prove too costly to bring the land up to standard for safe 
parking and as a result, the Council would need to charge a large annual fee per space to 
each user.  There was concern about the liability of the Council if any cars were not protected 
from falling into the river and also how the area would be policed to prevent wrong use in the 
spaces.  The Clerk was asked to write to the resident to inform her of the Parish Council’s 
decision.          Parish Clerk 

 
07.01.11 Committees 
  
 (a) Communications Committee - The Chairman reported that the Notelets produced 

  before Christmas were selling well and that the Communications Committee would 
  be considering whether to produce further sets later in the year.   

 
   It was RESOLVED to accept the draft notes of the meeting held on 8th November. 
 
 (b) Facilities Committee – The Chairman reported that an open consultation meeting 

  could be held to discuss the renovations to the Community Centre.  He further  
  reported that the application for the leader fund grant to help fund the   
  renovations was nearing completion. 

 
   It was RESOLVED to accept the draft notes of the meeting held on 15th November 

  2010. 
 
 (c) Wapping Nature Reserve Management Committee – Cllr Wilderspin reported that 

  the ivy problem in the Nature Reserve had been dealt with by A6 Tree Care.  He  
  further reported that the Committee were still awaiting a decision regarding the grant 
  application to create disabled access into the Reserve. 

 
   It was RESOLVED to accept the draft notes of the meeting held on 10th January  

  2011. 
 
 (d) Activities Committee – The Chairman reported that the Singing Round the  

  Christmas Tree had been well attended despite the weather.  
 

  Pro Loco Art Competition – The Chairman tabled a copy of the poster for the 
 competition.  She reported that the Committee were looking at changing the format of 
 the Competition to possibly bring it into line with that of the Photography Competition.  
 Following a meeting with Mr Aram from Masson Mills the Committee would now 
 consider all possible formats before making a final decision. 

 
   Pro Loco Photography Competition – The Chairman tabled a copy of the poster 

  and confirmed that arrangements were in hand for this competition. 
 
 (e) Allotments Committee – there was nothing further to report. 
 
 (f) Planning Committee – there was nothing further to report.   
 
   It was RESOLVED to  accept the draft notes of the meeting held on 10th January  

  2011.  (See minute 06.01.11) 
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 (g) Finance Committee – It was reported that a grant of £200 had been given  
  for the Children’s Christmas Party. 

 
   The Chairman reported that the cost of the damage, caused by the leak prior to  

  Christmas, was been collated and would be passed to DDDC for reimbursement. 
 
   The Parish Councillors thanked Cllr Mowle for all the work he had done prior, over 

  and since the Christmas break, following the roof leak in order to re-open the  
  Community Centre as soon as possible. 

 
   It was RESOLVED to make the following payments: 
 
   M & DJ Hirstwood (Christmas Tree Lights)    £176.25 
   Moving Spaces (Plans for Community Centre Renovations) £381.88 
   British Gas (Electric Bill)      £54.22 
   J Baranek (Clerk’s Salary, December)    £682.48 
   J Baranek (Purchase of Village Christmas Tree)   £30.00 
   J Baranek (Expenses, December)     £99.73 
   J Baranek (Office Expenses)      £27.52 
   J Milward (Removal of kitchen in Community Centre)  £60.00 
   J Milward (Refitting of kitchen in Community Centre)  £256.62 
   Twiggs (Fastenings for Signage)     £1.83 
   Spotless (Cleaning of Bus Shelters & Noticeboards)   £33.00 
   Midland Hotel Ltd (Refreshments at Singing Round the Tree) £150.00 
   HMRC (NI Contributions, January 2011)    £40.77 
   J Baranek (Salary, January 2011)     £628.48 
   J Baranek (Expenses, January 2011)    £32.27 
   British Gas (Gas Bill)       £160.14 
   C McKay (Cheque 300021, Children’s Christmas Party Grant) £200.00 
 
08.01.11 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 

 
 (a) Pavilion – Cllr Mowle reported that the Pavilion Group had been offered   

 the building on a 3 year lease with the option to buy.  He further reported that the  
 Group were pursuing various grants and charitable status.  

 
   Cllr Mowle confirmed that the next meeting of the Pavilion Group would be held on 

 6th February 2011. 
 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – Cllr Wilderspin reported that a Partnership  

 Officer had been appointed for 1 year, with a possibility of extension to 2 or 3 years,  
 with an increased responsibility for more stations. 

 
   Cllr Wilderspin reported that he had been asked if an advertisement for the trains 

 could be included in the Newsletter.  It was RESOLVED that this should be passed to 
the Communications Committee for consideration. 

          Communications Committee 
 
 (c) SNT Forum – Cllr Wilderspin confirmed the next meeting will be held on 14th April at 

  Matlock Bath Community Centre.  As Cllr Wilderspin was unable to attend, the Clerk 
  asked for a volunteer to attend to represent Matlock Bath Parish Council.  Cllr  
  Whitehead and Cllr Grindrod said they may be able to attend. 
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 (d) Illuminations – Cllr Whitehead reported that the next meeting of the Illuminations 
  Group will be held on Tuesday 8th March 2011. 

 
 (e) Footpaths – there was nothing to report. 
 
09.01.11 Update on the Grant Application 
 
 Cllr Mowle circulated the up-to-date plans for the renovations on the Community Centre.  It 

was RESOLVED to submit the grant application and drawings. 
 
10.01.11 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in public participation 
 
 There were no matters. 
 
11.01.11 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council report 
 
 There were no matters. 
 
12.01.11 Urgent Matters/Matters for the next agenda raised in the County Council report 
 
 There were no matters. 
 
13.01.11 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 Matlock Area Recreation & Sports Group – The Clerk reported that the Finance Committee 

had considered a letter which had been received from MARS Group concerning raising funds 
to deliver the new Leisure Centre for the central dales area.  The Finance Committee felt that 
due to the cost of the renovations to the Community Centre no surplus funding was available 
to give to the Group.  It was therefore RESOLVED not to grant any money to this project.  The 
Clerk was asked to write to the Secretary of the Group to inform him of the Council’s decision. 

           Parish Clerk 
 
 The Royal British Legion, Great Poppy Party – The Clerk reported that the Activities 

Committee had considered a letter which had been received from the Royal British Legion 
regarding a national poppy party event to be held in June.  The Activities Committee felt that 
due to other activities being hosted by the Parish Council it would be difficult to arrange 
something new.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would look at other ways of raising 
funds. 

 
 Matlock Bath News – The Clerk reported that she had received a request for a grant from 

Matlock Bath News to incorporate a Post Office in the shop.  The Parish Council expressed 
enthusiasm for this project and the Finance Committee were asked to investigate further, 
consider and respond at the next full Parish Council meeting. Finance Committee 

 
 Letter from DCC regarding Flooding Areas – The Clerk reported that a letter from DCC 

regarding identifying flooding areas in Matlock Bath had been received and passed to the 
Planning Committee for action.      Planning Committee 
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 Street Party for Royal Wedding – The Clerk reported that an e-mail had been received from 
the Temple Hotel concerning a meeting of the village regarding a possible street party for the 
Royal Wedding.  Cllr Grayshon attended the meeting and reported that the party would be 
organised by the village and were looking for a grant from the Parish Council.  It was noted  
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 that a grant form would need to be completed by the organisers, submitted to the Clerk with 
costings which would then be passed to the Finance Committee.  The Parish Council 
RESOLVED in principle to give a grant towards the cost of the party.  The Clerk was asked to 
send to Cllr Grayshon the necessary forms which would need to be completed in order for the 
grant to be processed.  

           Parish Clerk/Finance 
 
14.01.11 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held on 16th March 2011. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 9.35 pm. 
 
 
    
 

   


