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MINUTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council  
held on Wednesday 25th September 2013 at 7.00 pm 

 
Present:  Cllr P Baranek (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Lorraine Keeble, Cllr Dave Mowle,  
  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman), Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
A Public Participation 
 
 Two members of the public attended the meeting and raised the following issues: 
 

 Fishpond outside Pavilion – See Minute 04.09.13 

 A boards and authorised seating – The Chairman reported that the Parish Council 
is looking into this matter. 

 Trade bins on pavements 
 

The Clerk confirmed she would keep the member of the public informed of all of the issues 
raised. 

 
B Report from Police Representatives 
 
 No representative was present. 
 
C Report from County Council 
 
  Cllr Irene Ratcliffe reported that the issue raised in public participation – trade bins - had 
 been discussed on many occasions over the years.  She advised the Parish Council to write 
 to DDDC about this matter. 
 
 Cllr Ratcliffe asked the Clerk if a response had been received regarding the extension of the 
 double yellow lines on Holme Road.  See Minute 04.09.13. 
 
D Report from District Council 
 
 Cllr Bob Cartwright reported that there would have to be cuts by DDDC over the coming 
 years which would include looking at different ways of providing services. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that the cuts will be over the next three years and they would have 
 to make a saving of 16% on budgets. 
 
 Cllr Garry Purdy reported that he had met with the Chief Executive to talk about volunteer 
 ranger type jobs.  This matter will be pursued. 
 
Cllrs Irene Ratcliffe, Bob Cartwright and Garry Purdy were thanked for attending. 
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Council Meeting 
 

01.09.13 Apologies 
 

Apologies were received from Cllr Nick Grayshon.  
 
02.09.13 Declaration of Members Interest 
 
 Councillors were asked to consider the need to declare an interest in any matters on the 

agenda and the register was made available for them to do so. 
 
03.09.13 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes 
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26th June 2013 be 

approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
04.09.13 Clerk’s Report on On-going Matters 
 

(a) Extension of Double Yellow Lines on Holme Road – The Clerk reported that DCC 
had agreed to extend the double yellow lines on Holme Road at the upper junction of 
Brunswood Road.  DCC had reported that this would mean an amendment to the 
traffic regulation order which involves a costly lengthy legal process.  However, it will 
be added to the list of orders to be done as and when DCC are next in the area doing 
orders so that the cost can be spread out over a number of schemes. 

 
(b) Signpost outside Heights of Abraham – The Clerk reported that DCC Highways do 

not have funding for such a scheme.  However, the request has been passed to the 
rights of way section for them to consider but the Clerk pointed out that the sign 
would only state footpath.  The Clerk was asked to pursue the matter with the 
Footpaths Officer and refer the matter to the next meeting.  Parish Clerk 

 
(c) Sports Award Nominations – The Clerk reported that, as agreed, the nomination 

form for a Sports Award for Cathy Booth, a local resident, had been submitted to 
DDDC.  The presentation ceremony will be held on 14th October. 

 
(d) Role of PCSO – The Clerk reported that she was meeting with Inspector Rich Booth 

concerning the role of the PCSOs and she would report back to the next meeting. 
 
(e) Commemorative Mugs – The Clerk reported that she had received literature about 

commemorative mugs on the birth of Prince George.  It was agreed that this matter 
should be referred to the Finance Committee.  Finance Committee 

 
 
(f) Turning Circle, Upperwood Road – The Clerk confirmed that the turning circle on 

Upperwood Road had been re-hatched.  However, there was concern that the wrong 
area had been painted.  Cllr Dave Mowle agreed to photograph the area so that the 
Clerk could take the matter up with DCC.    Cllr Dave Mowle 

           Parish Clerk 
    

  (g) Cleaning of the Fishpond – The Clerk reported that no response had been received 
   from DDDC concerning the cleaning of the fishpond – a matter which had been  
   raised in public participation at the June meeting. 
 
05.09.13 Big Lottery Heritage Funding WWI 
 

  It was reported that funding was available from the Heritage Lottery Fund to mark the  

  Centenary of the First World War.  It was suggested that a possible grant could fund  
  work to be done in Memorial Gardens.  It was RESOLVED to take this matter further and 

  investigate working in partnership with DDDC and submitting a bid. 

06.09.13 Co-option Policy & Application Form 
 



  It was RESOLVED to accept the co-option policy and application form.  The Clerk was  
  asked to publish the policy on the website.     Parish Clerk 
 
07.09.13 Committees 
 

(a) Activities - Councillors were reminded that the Village Evening will be held on 27th 
 September.  A BBQ following the parade of boats and voting for the village favourite 
will be held at The Temple Hotel, funded by the Parish Council. 

 
  It was reported that the Committee had discussed the possibility of the Parish 

Council supporting the illuminations in some way.  Councillors agreed that options 
to do this should be sought and the Clerk was asked to contact DDDC to discuss this 
with the Illuminations Manager.     Parish Clerk 

 
  Councillors were reminded that the closing date for entries for the Photography  

 Competition has been extended to 9th October.  On Saturday 19th October, 
shortlisted entries will be displayed in the Pump Room where members of the public 
will vote for their favourites.  The Clerk was asked to circulate an e-mail to all 
Councillors asking for  volunteers to ‘man the stand’.   Parish Clerk 

 
 Councillors were reminded that the Remembrance Service will be held on 10th 

November at 2.00 pm.  The Clerk reported that the poppy wreaths had been ordered 
and the band had agreed to provide the music.  Arrangements will be made for a 
child from Holy Trinity School and a Councillor to lay the wreaths. 

 
 Councillors were reminded that the Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held on 12th 

December at High Tor Hotel.  The take up so far had been good. 
 
 Councillors were reminded that Singing Round the Tree would be held on 17th 

December.  It was reported that a meeting between the Committee and the electrician 
would be set up to demonstrate the lasers and discuss any further lighting. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the meeting held on 17th September 2013. 

 
 
 (b) Communications Committee - It was reported that a Facebook Page has been set 

  up. 
 
 It was reported that the deadline for articles for the next Newsletter is 27th November.  

Thanks were given to the ‘deliverers’ of the Newsletter. 
 
 It was reported that during the period 1st-31st July there had been 389 visitors to the 

website.  In the period 1st-31st August there had been 393 visitors.  
 

  (c) Facilities Committee – It was reported that the sports area will be cleared of  
  shrubbery and the surface will be swept.   

 
The Clerk was asked to apply for a grant from Sport England based on the quote  

 already received.  Cllr Dave Mowle agreed to produce a quote for lighting which 
 would be included in the grant application.      Parish Clerk 

         Cllr Dave Mowle 
 
   The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote for benches to be built. 
 
    



   It was reported that the Masson Mills Bus Shelter had been included in the cleaning 
  schedule.  Concern was expressed over the fact it is used as a smoking shelter and 
  the Clerk was asked to write to Masson Mills to request that employees do not smoke 
  in the shelter.  The Clerk was further asked to purchase no smoking signs.    

            Parish Clerk 
 
   It was further reported that shrubbery was starting to encroach again on the shelter 

  roof.  The Clerk was asked to contact DCC to request that the shrubbery is cut back. 
            Parish Clerk 
 
   The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for a hand-dryer to go in the toilets of the  

  Community Centre and for some new chairs.   Parish Clerk 
 
   As one of the tables had broken, the Clerk asked whether a replacement could be 

  purchased.  This was RESOLVED.       Parish Clerk 
 
   It was reported that there was a problem with one of the heating units and the Clerk 

  was asked to arrange for this to be rectified.    Parish Clerk 
 
   The Clerk reported that a local resident had offered to help look at how the  

  Community Centre could be improved. 
 
 (d) Finance Committee 

   
 The Clerk reported that a 1% pay rise had been awarded from 1st April 2013.  It was 
 RESOLVED to accept the national increase in the Clerk’s Salary. 
 
 The Clerk reported that Clerks in Derbyshire had been offered the chance to join the 
DCC pension scheme.  The Clerk was asked to obtain further information 
concerning this. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to renew the SLCC membership. 
 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the following payments: 

 
  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (paraffin)    £30.00 
  Cllr Michael Wilderspin (petrol)    £27.38 
  Spotless        £33.00 
  Hot Graphix (plaque for station)    £31.95 
  Crowpie Marketing      £40.00 
  Denis Harvey (rose garden)     £50.00 
  Twiggs        £130.49 
  Temple Hotel (Grant Street Party)    £246.00 
  HMRC        £23.29 
  Clerk, Salary, July 2013      £723.12 
  Ashover Print       £345.00 
  Clerk, Expenses, July 2013      £65.67 
  Spotless       £33.00 
  Plantscape       £396.00 
  Crowpie Marketing      £50.00 
  DALC        £84.00 
  British Gas (gas)      £119.23 
  HMRC        £23.29 
  Clerk, Salary, August 2013      £723.12 
  Clerk, Expenses, August 2013     £50.10 
  Spotless       £40.00 
  Crowpie Marketing      £40.00 
  The Temple Hotel (village evening refreshments)  £200.00 
  HMRC        £33.97 
  British Gas (electricity)     £102.38 
  Clerk, Salary, September     £759.49 
  Clerk (replacement chair)     £88.80 



  Clerk (winter plants)      £46.95 
  Clerk, Expenses, September 2013     £137.11  
  SLCC (renewal)      £127.00 

   
   Committees were requested to make arrangements to meet to discuss their budget 
   requirements for 2014/2015. 
 
   It was confirmed that Cllrs Peter Baranek and Michael Wilderspin had attended the 
   Chair Training on 24th September and further training had been booked as follows: 
 
   Planning Seminar – Cllrs Michael Wilderspin and Dave Mowle 
 
   It was RESOLVED that the Clerk could purchase a replacement chair and footrest for 
   her office. 
 
  (e) Planning Committee  
 
   It was reported that the survey of unauthorised street furniture and advertising had 
   been undertaken.  It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to write to both DDDC and DCC 
   concerning this.  
            Parish Clerk 
 

 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2013. 
 

 (f) Environment and Conservation Committee – It was reported that two new  
  volunteers had joined the Committee. 

 
 It was reported that a resident had contacted the Parish Council concerning the 1 

hour restriction at the bottom of Holme Road.  After the exchange of e-mails between 
the resident, DCC and the Parish Council, it has been agreed by DCC to remove 
anomalous the 1 hour restriction. 

 
 It was reported that the ornamental pond is still cordoned off for health and safety 

reasons.  At the present time there are no resources allocated to this within DDDC’s 
Capital Programme and there are no works scheduled to be undertaken.   DDDC will 
be reviewing the Capital Programme in the autumn and at this time consideration will 
be given to this matter alongside many other competing priorities for resources.  In 
the short term the condition of the pond will be evaluated and remedial work will be 
undertaken. 

 
  Clerk’s Note: The pond has now been rodded but the blockage has not been 

cleared.  As a result the safety fence will stay in place until the water level subsides. 
 
 It was reported that the winter bedding plants had arrived and were currently at Holy 

Trinity School where the Gardening Club were ‘potting on’.  As soon as they are 
ready they will be planted in the barrels and cattle trough.  Bulbs will be purchased to 
plant around the village. 

 
 It was reported that in May the stage 2 application for Derwentwise was finally made 

to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The majority of the grant is based around the 
Landscape Conservation Action Plan.  The Parish Council will be talking to the 
Project Team in the New Team to ascertain how they can get involved. 

 
 The Parish Council discussed the lack of tree management in the village.  It was 

RESOLVED to raise a petition to lobby the authorities to manage trees effectively.  It 
was agreed to make available at Parish Council events a petition for people to sign 
as well as ask local businesses to display one. 

 
 It was RESOLVED to accept the Notes of the meeting held on 23rd September 2013. 
 
08.09.13 Reports from Outside Body Representatives 
 



 (a) Pavilion – It was reported that a number of events would be held in the Pavilion over 
  the coming months.  Details can be found on the website. 

 
 (b) Derwent Valley Rail Partnership – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (c) Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) – No issues had been raised at the last SNT 

  meeting.  The next meeting will be held Wednesday 13th November at Matlock Police 
  Station starting at 5.30 pm. 

 
 (d) Illuminations Liaison Group – There was nothing to report. 
 
 (e) Footpaths – There was nothing to report. 
 
09.09.13 Matlock Bath Station Adoption 
 
 It was reported that Matlock Bath Station had come runner up in the Most Improved Station 

Awards. 
 
 In the autumn, all of the planters on the station will be planted up with winter bedding plants 

and spring bulbs. 
 
10.09.13 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in public participation 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
11.09.13 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the District Council report 
 
 There were no urgent matters.  
 
12.09.13 Urgent matters/matters for the next agenda raised in the County Council report 
 
 There were no urgent matters. 
 
13.09.13 Correspondence/Publications/Information Received 
 
 E-mail from resident concerning condition of Upperwood Road/Trees – pass to DCC 
 
 Copy of e-mail to DCC/Police from Temple Hotel regarding road users – noted. 
 E-mail from DCC regarding road closure – Waterloo Road at the junction with Holme 

Road – closed until 4th October – circulated to all Councillors. 
 
 E-mail from resident concerning overhanging trees on A6 – passed to DCC.  These 

trees have now been cut back. 
 E-mail from resident re fly tipping – passed to DDDC Environmental Health 
 E-mail dated 5/8/13 re Memorial Gardens toilets – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail dated 28/8/13 re Memorial Gardens toilets – passed to DDDC 
 E-mail from resident re Green Lane dog bin – passed to DDDC and DCC Footpaths 

Officer. 
 



At this point it was RESOLVED to close the Meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to discuss applications received for co-option.   
 
 
14.09.13 Co-option 
 
  After discussion it was RESOLVED to co-opt Neal Hunt to the Parish Council.  The Clerk 
  was asked to forward to Neal all relevant information.   Parish Clerk 
 
15.09.13 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday 27th November 2013. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm 
 
  
 


