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Photography Competition 2020    

 

 
 

1st Prize – Steve Watson 
  

 

Despite this year being very difficult for everyone, our Photography Competition was still 
able to go ahead albeit with a few changes to the normal arrangements.  This year saw 

some exciting and creative entries highlighting our beautiful village.  Each year the Parish 
Council is amazed at the stunning photographs entrants are able to capture. 
 

This year saw the 11th annual competition with a bumper entry of outstanding shots.  In 

total we received 253 entries – the most we have ever received in any one year.  Our 

Shortlisting Expert then had the difficult task of shortlisting to 90 entries. 
 

All shortlisted entries were loaded onto our website where we received over 2700 online 
votes. The voting period was spread over one week rather than the two days we usually 

have in person. All votes were counted twice and verified – despite asking voters to only 
submit one voting form and only vote for each photograph once, we still received these.  

As a result, all these voting forms were void and voters notified. 
 

Steve Watson was awarded 1st Prize in the Adult category with Nigel Clark being awarded 2nd Prize.  This was followed 

by Rebecca Parker in 3rd place.  
 

There was a larger than usual entry in the Young Photographer (aged 12-16) 
category this year.  1st Prize went to Callum Conquest (a winner from last year) 

with Kittie Mae Ward being awarded 2nd Prize for her photograph of a cable car 
and Rosie Haycock coming 3rd. 
 

The Junior Photographer (aged 8-11) attracted only three entries this year.  

Greta Dixon came 1st with her aerial view photograph of Dale Road, Callum 

Withers in 2nd place and Taylor Lawrence in 3rd.  All worthy winners. 
 

Despite the circumstances this year we were extremely grateful for the 
sponsorship from the Heights of Abraham and Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson 

Mills.  Both organisations have been very supportive of both the Art and 
Photography Competitions over the years and without this support we would 

find it difficult to host these competitions and award so many prizes. 

 

 
Best Villager – 

Dan Nightingale 

 
 

  

 “Off the Beaten Track” – 
Peter Keeble 

 

 
 

Best Picture of Illuminations –  
Jon Hollands 

 
 

Best Picture of Masson Mills – 
Peter Cresswell  

All of our prize winners can be found on our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   The 2021 competition will 
open in the New Year along with our Art Competition.  Photographs taken from 1st October 2020 can be entered into the 

2021 competition. 
 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 Memorial Centenary 
 

 

 

Next year – 2021 – sees the centenary of our war memorial.  What makes the Matlock Bath Memorial 
unique?  This is the story of its creation from conception to completion. 
 

Construction and Cost – This war memorial, one of the finest in Derbyshire, was erected by 

voluntary public subscription and the people of Matlock Bath decided that it should be made of 
durable materials rather than less hard-wearing local alternatives.  
 

The designer and contractor was James Beresford & Sons of Belper. 
 

The three-tier pedestal was fashioned from Cornish granite and the inscriptions were formed with 

hand cut lead lettering let into the monument. 
 

The figures of the soldier and sailor holding the Union Flag aloft were carved in Italy from white 
Carrara marble at the studio of Fedele Andreani & Fratelli.  The sculptor is believed to have been 

Giuseppe Lagomarsini. 
 

The design was later copied for War Memorials which can still be seen in Cannock and Scunthorpe. 
 

After the Second World War the wording “Erected by voluntary subscription by the inhabitants of 

Matlock Bath” was replaced with the names of those who had died in that conflict. 
 

Funding and Unveiling – The decision to erect the War 

Memorial to the fallen from Matlock Bath was made in May 
1919.  The total cost was £710, and donations could be 

promised in monthly instalments.  The 22 names to be 

inscribed were submitted by the residents. 
 

A large crowd witnessed the unveiling ceremony by 
Frederic Arkwright of Willersley Castle, the Deputy 

Lieutenant of the County, at 3.00 pm on the beautiful and 
sunny afternoon of Sunday 1st May 1921.  36 wreaths were 

laid by the bereaved relatives and the names of the dead 

were read out.  The Vicar of Matlock Bath, Rev W Askwith, 
dedicated the monument.  
 

Mr Witham, on behalf of the Council, agreed to accept the Memorial “as a sacred charge to be taken care of and passed 

on from generation to generation”.  The ceremony ended with the sounding of The Last Post and the singing of the 
National Anthem. 
 

Today, the Memorial is in the care of the Parish Council and in 2018 we applied for it to have Listed Building Status.  

This application was approved and it has been added to the list of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest 

(Grade 11).  We want to commemorate the centenary next year so if you have ideas as to how, please get in touch. 
 

Green Homes Grant Voucher Scheme 
 

If you’re a homeowner or residential landlord you can apply for a Green Homes Grant voucher towards the cost of 

installing energy efficient improvements to your home – such as loft, wall and floor insulation and low carbon heating 
systems (funding is not available for gas or oil heating systems).  If you have at least one of these ‘primary’ 

improvements you can also use the grant for ‘secondary’ items such as double glazing, as long as it costs no more than 
you spend on the ‘primary’ improvements.  You must redeem the voucher and ensure improvements re completed by 

31st March 2022.   
 

How much you can get – Vouchers will cover two thirds of the cost of eligible improvements, up to a maximum 

government contribution of £5,000.  If you, or someone in your household receives certain benefits you may be eligible 
for a voucher covering 100% of the cost of the improvements.  Only Government approved traders can do this work and 

you won’t be able to apply for a grant unless you get a quote from one of them. 
 

For more information and in order to check your eligibility, see what improvements could be made to your home and 
find a list of approved traders to choose from log on to  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-

scheme 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-green-homes-grant-scheme


Derbyshire Constabulary – Inspector John Troup 
 

Matlock Bath has for many years attracted people who visit and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and walks along the 

river and it is also a well-known meeting point for motorcyclists and custom car enthusiasts who will travel here to enjoy 

the country roads and then stop off and socialise with others who share their interests.  When I speak to people about 
Matlock Bath they often associate the area with motorcycles because most weekends, weather permitting, there will be 

many riders heading in and out of the village or parked up on the Promenade whilst enjoying the scenery or visiting the 
shops and takeaways.  The idea of hundreds of motorcyclists descending on one area might for some people conjure up 

the image of the character ‘Cholla’ in the film ‘Every Which Way but Loose (for those old enough to remember that film) 
but for the vast majority of people who come into the village are responsible and law-abiding men and women who 

enjoy motorcycles, a ride out to get some chips and then go home again.  Most motorcyclists ride responsibly and with 

respect for the towns and villages that they pass through, but sadly we know that the same cannot be said for 
everyone.  That small minority of people who do drive recklessly, speed through our villages and have a disregard for 

others are not welcome and I know the negative impact that their behaviour has on the residents and visitors.  Most 
weekends and on public holidays officers from our Roads Policing Unit patrol across the Derbyshire Dales on 

motorcycles and are regularly in the village enforcing traffic law as well as educating riders and promoting road safety.  

In September officers from our CREST (Casualty Reduction and Enforcement Support Team) ran a week-long operation 
to support us in policing the roads in and out of Matlock Bath and their presence was welcomed by everyone including 

the biking community, our safety camera van is regularly deployed in Matlock Bath and Cromford and hopefully you will 
have seen this whilst travelling through. 
 

Vehicle noise is an issue that is raised regularly by residents.  However, this is not an easy issue to resolve.  Most 

vehicles, either cars or motorcycles, that are driven in a low gear or accelerate quickly will make a lot of noise even if 

they have road legal exhaust systems.  Some manufacturers produce exhausts that are loud and probably towards the 
top end of legal limits and, of course, we all know that some people have exhausts that have been modified and are not 

road legal at all.  In cases where the noise is clearly beyond acceptable limits people are given the opportunity to have 
their exhaust changed and then checked at an MOT station.  If they do not do this then they are prosecuted under 

construction and use laws.  Whilst loud exhausts are a source of annoyance, and we will deal with these offences, they 
are not specifically linked to road casualties and our focus is on tackling the ‘fatal 5’ which are speeding, careless 

driving, seatbelt offences, mobile ‘phones and drink/drug driving.  We have, however, been working in partnership with 

Derbyshire Dales CSP who have secured some noise testing equipment for us to use in planned enforcement days next 
year, this will help address some of the noisier vehicles on our roads and reiterate the message that whilst responsible 

visitors are welcome, we will deal positively with those who break the law and use their vehicles to cause annoyance. 
  

Winter Service Scheme 
 

 

At a recent Parish Council meeting, Councillors resolved to continue its membership of the Winter Service Scheme which 
is operated by Derbyshire County Council.  The scheme requires volunteers to help clear footpaths in the snowy 

weather.  DCC will provide the Parish Council with bags of salt for the volunteers to use. 
 

We have appointed a Snow Warden again and up-to-date weather reports from DCC will be communicated to him.  
Anyone wishing to sign up as a volunteer should contact the Clerk.  Volunteers will need to complete a ‘fit to participate’ 

form which will be returned to DCC.  Grit used to clear pavements can be collected and, in some instances, we may be 
able to arrange delivery.  We are aware that many residents in the village already clear pavements in the inclement 

weather but by participating in this scheme will allow the grit in the yellow bins dotted around the village to be used 

solely on the highway and therefore reducing cost to the Council. 
 

We do need to stress again that the grit provided in the yellow bins should only be used for the highway and not private 
driveways.  If you wish to grit your own private drive, bags of grit/salt can be purchased locally at a reasonable cost. 
 

For more information, please contact the Clerk.   

Nick the Vic’s Retirement – Val and Nick (the ex Vic!) 
 

Thank you so much for the cards, presents and kind words on my retirement.  I am very touched by your kindness.  

Holy Trinity School did an amazing lot of work with the lovely presents, thank you.  The children drew pictures of me 

which are wonderful as you can imagine(!) and wrote such lovely things in the book they gave me.  One of the major 
reasons for applying for this post was the two Church schools, here and Cromford.  Since my ordination in 1983 I’ve 

been involved with Church schools and will miss them very much, and of course this community.  We won’t be moving 
to Sheffield until January so hopefully will see you around the village.  Even though Covid cramps our Christmas style, 

nothing cramps God in any way.  His love and mercy remain constant and available to all as we can see in Jesus birth, 

life, death and resurrection.  Happy Christmas and a safe and healthy New Year.  With love and blessings. 
 



CLIMB - CLIMB  
 

Energy – During the pandemic CLiMB members have been spending more time and energy in bigger climate and 

ecological emergency groups, locally Derbyshire Climate Coalition and Derbyshire Dales Climate Hub.  Both of whom are 

Friends of the Earth Climate Action Groups, as is CLiMB.  Changes that will help the climate and ecological emergency 
will also help people, and, if we do it right, especially people who are less well off.  One such national campaign is Power 

for People – www.powerforpeople.org.uk   Power for People has two aims.  Firstly, to run campaigns that will accelerate 
the UK’s transition to 100% renewable energy (RE) so that we meet our national greenhouse gas emissions reduction 

targets.  Secondly, to ensure that this transition benefits local communities.  Energy markets are extremely unfair for RE 
and people: 
 

The Problem – The potential for community renewable energy to benefit local economies is being blocked by unfair 

regulations and hugely disproportionate costs. 
 

The Solution – Power for People has drafted the Local Electricity Bill and is campaigning for it to be made law.  This 

would give community-scale renewable energy a massive boost by empowering communities to sell their energy direct 
to local people. 
 

Our Campaign – Power for People say that so far they have brought a cross-party group of 229 MPs on board in 

support but need many more!  Our MP, Sarah Dines, is not yet in agreement with the Bill,  Can you help?  The website 
www.powerforpeople.org.uk shows how.  A renewable energy that could be considered is onshore wind.  More about 

that can be found on the website. 
 

Christmas – Christmas 2020 will be different.  Local shops need our custom and support more than ever.  Regarding 

Christmas, 52 Climate Action says: If you celebrate Christmas it’s probably the most carbon intensive day of your year; 
up to 10% of your annual emissions.  Don’t give up celebrating, but do give up excess.  Stay close to home, give 

presents that are wanted, reduce your budget and only cook what’s needed.  More fun, less stress!  For more 
information log on to www.52climateactions.com  
 

Stay safe and well everyone.  
 

Covid 19 Study – Dr Richard Clarke, University of Southampton 
 

I work on a National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) funded project based at the University of Southampton.  We’re 
looking to recruit members of the public to take part in a large international survey on the prevention behaviours people 

are taking to avoid catching Covid 19 and the long-term effect of those that have suffered from Covid 19 during the 

pandemic. 
 

To make our findings as meaningful as possible, we are hoping to get a broad range of participants from across the UK.  
As such, local Parish Councils seem, to us at least, to be a good way to reach people that we wouldn’t normally be able 

to reach.   
 

Details about the project can be found at www.southampton.ac.uk/medicine/research/projects/rto-covid-19.page  
 

The survey is open to everyone.  To take part in the survey go to www.rtocovid19.com   As a thank you for your 
participation between now and March 2021 we are awarding over 60 vouchers (ranging from £5 to £500) as prizes to be 

won.  See the survey for further details.  A summary of the findings will be published. 
 

Temple Road Car Park 
 

 

 

As many of you will be aware Derbyshire Dales District Council have fitted a barrier 

to Temple Road Car Park.  It has proven quite frustrating that whilst the travellers 

were on site, they had to be given the code to allow exit and entry to the car park.  
As a result, a lot of the time the barrier was left open.  Now that the travellers have 

left the car park, the barrier will be locked at all times unless access is needed by 
District or County operatives as well as deliveries to the Church and/or Vicarage. 
 

So far, the barrier has proved successful when last week a group of travellers attempted to enter the car park but found 

the barrier was locked.  As a result, they left.  In order to prevent any further encampments, we must ensure that the 
barrier is always locked.  If residents do see the barrier open, please contact the Clerk or Derbyshire Dales District 

Council so it can be locked. 

 
 
 

http://www.powerforpeople.org.uk/
http://www.powerforpeople.org.uk/
http://www.52climateactions.com/
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/medicine/research/projects/rto-covid-19.page
http://www.rtocovid19.com/


District Councillor Report – Cllr Garry Purdy  
 

Following the Derbyshire Local Engagement Board Meeting on Wednesday 25th November 2020 when all Leaders in 

Derbyshire received details from the Derbyshire Public Health Director, Dean Wallace, about infection rates, including the 

number of hospital admissions and deaths, all Leaders wrote to the Prime Minister to state our case to be not placed in 
Tier 3.  As you are aware, we were placed in Tier 3, mainly due to the number of Covid 19 infection cases in Derbyshire 

hospitals coupled together with a high number of staff off duty either having tested positive for Covid 19 or having to 
self-isolate because of contact with a positive test case.  Numbers of patients suffering with Covid 19 in hospital at the 

beginning of November peaked higher than the peak high in April of this year.  It is, of course, an extremely difficult 
balance in trying to save lives and trying to save the Derbyshire economy, perhaps an impossible task given the spread 

of the virus.  At least the PM has promised that the infection rate data will be reviewed after 16 days when we will again 

press the case for us to be placed in Tier 2.  Please visit the Derbyshire Dales or Derbyshire County Council websites for 
up-to-date information on the latest Government Regulations under Tier 3 as to what you can and cannot do. This 

applies to individuals and business premises. It also contains information as to what business can apply for Covid 19 
business relief and how to apply. 
 

In the meantime, do remember to keep washing your hands, cover your face and maintain a good social distance. Until 

the vaccine is rolled out, we still face a herculean task in trying to stop the spread of this deadly disease. 
 

We have continued to deal with the Travellers at Temple Road car park, a family of which we have a duty of care 

towards, having declared themselves as Homeless.  Our staff have visited the site on a regular basis and attended to 
complaints that arise and keep the area as clean as possible. Talks were held with the Travellers requesting them to be 

considerate to the local community and we will continue to follow up approval of the Permanent Traveller site decided 
upon at the 2nd September Council meeting. Since the Travellers do not have a permanent site upon which to pitch their 

caravans they are entitled in law to declare themselves as homeless.  However, recently the travellers decided to move 

on, and it is believed they are now in Matlock. 
 

At a recent meeting with the Derbyshire Police Crime Commissioner – Hardyal Dhindsa, regarding certain issues in 
Matlock Bath, a plan of action was agreed.  One issue in which we wish to appeal to Traders on is the amount of street 

furniture on the pavements.  We fully realise that certain parts of the Parades have studs in front of shop premises 
identifying that part of the pavement as being within their ownership, and we also fully appreciate the need to advertise 

your business to attract customers.  However, I must draw your attention to the need to not fill up the main part of the 
pavement area, especially near to the kerb so that it causes an unnecessary obstruction for pedestrians, especially those 

who are either partially sighted and/or blind. This also includes parents with pushchairs and wheelchair users.  Can I 

appeal to you please to give due consideration to such highway users, and in particular at a time when we really need to 
allow as much social distancing as possible.  Thank you. 

 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and let us hope that we have a much better and 

healthier year than 2020, which no doubt will go down in history as one of the worst for a very long time. 
 

Garden Waste Subscription - DDDC  
 

From 1st April 2021 Derbyshire Dales residents need to opt in to our new garden waste subscription scheme.  Free 

garden waste collections will end on 31st March 2021.  Whilst we are not legally obliged to provide a garden waste 

collection service, we want to continue to do this for the benefit of the people of the Derbyshire Dales – that’s why we 
are launching the new service from 1st April 2021. 
 

If you subscribe before 31st January 2021 the cost is £35 for the year (the equivalent of less than 68p a week).  If you 

subscribe after 31st January 2021 the cost will be £50.  For more information on how the scheme works and how to 
apply log on to www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/subscribe-to-garden-waste   
   

Rose Garden 

 

 
 

 

We are still looking for someone to help us look after the Rose Garden in Memorial 

Gardens.  The Rose Garden was created for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 

The area is currently in need to clearing and some TLC.   
 

If you can help, please contact the clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or 
telephone 07914 420545. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/subscribe-to-garden-waste
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 
 

 

 

As 2020 draws to a close we can say with certainty that it has been a year like no other.  Despite all 

the issues the Parish Council has faced – and there have been a few – we have tried to soldier on and 

do the best that we can for the village.  Back during the first lockdown we had a massive influx of 
visitors into the village with many residents feeling too insecure to venture out.  I went on two TV 

news programmes and Radio 2 asking people not to come – to no avail.  Then the travellers arrived.  
Eventually we had a sort of normal summer period followed by tiers and then another lockdown.   
 

We have seen the sad demise of the shopping complex at Masson Mills and the future of the whole building will rest on 

whether a new tenant for the premises can be found as this side of the business financially supported the rest of the 
building.  We remain in contact with the owner and will bring you any updates we receive.  The village Pro Loco Art 

Collection is housed in the conference suite. 
 

I now put my smiley face on and talk good news.  After many years of trying, we now have the height barrier on Temple 

Road Car Park fitted.  DDDC has been attempting to clean the car park – a rather difficult task.  The Royal Well and the 
Pali Pond have been cleaned and also Fishpond Hill.  In Derwent Gardens the ponds have been cleaned and the 

fountains have received a maintenance.  There is ongoing maintenance with the lighting.  There still needs maintenance 
work on Lovers Walk but the bank erosion is awaiting work from the Environment Agency. 
 

Through the crisis it was great to see the village rallying round to help and support each other and residents coming 

forward to help keep the village free from litter.  However, the Parish Council is reliant on residents helping us in the 

work we try to do.  You will see from the articles in the newsletter there is a lot you can help with at the moment.   
 

This year we said farewell to Councillor Trevor Bowmer, a Council and village stalwart and shortly two more Councillors 
will be moving from the village – Nick Grayshon and Michael Wilderspin.  Fortunately, both have agreed to continue 

serving until the AGM in May, but their departure will leave a large hole in our complement.  The Parish Council cannot 
function without Councillors, so I am calling on the village to come forward and help us in our hour of need.  We have 

bi-monthly meetings currently on Zoom with committees covering the day-to-day business of the Council usually by e-

mail.  The Clerk keeps us all on the straight and narrow and I am sure that if you speak with any of the Councillors, they 
will tell you that the task is not too onerous.  So, as we come out of this difficult time, join us and help make a 

difference. 
 

There are some things that every resident can do to help and that is keep your eyes open as you walk around the village 
and report any issues that need attention.  Some things only take a moment often online or an e-mail – a faulty 

streetlight, an empty grit bin, a pothole or an issue with a litter bin or refuse collection.  Do not expect others will do it, 
if we all work like that, nobody will do it.  It is great when the Clerk reports something only to be told that a resident has 

already reported it.  Better two reports than none at all.  Surprisingly, the Councils want us to report issues as their staff 

are so stretched that gone are the days when they go looking for problems. 
 

Finally, our District Councillor, Joyce Pawley, is to go into hospital before Christmas and will be convalescing for at least 
three months.  We wish her well and a speedy recovery for we need her back in action fighting for our village. 
 

A safe and peaceful Christmas to you all and hoping 2021 brings us all what we wish for. 
 

Christmas Services  
 

  
  

 

Sunday 20th December – 10.00 am Holy Communion with Carol Service in the 
Church and online via Zoom – please see our website for details 

(holytrinitymatlockbath.org.uk) 
 

Christmas Day – 10.00 am Christmas Day Communion – it is not clear whether that 

will be just on Zoom as well as Church – check the website for more information! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Pavement Accessibility  
 

Ever since the arrival of the railway to Matlock Bath, the village has experienced times when the number of visitors 

exceeds space on the Parades.  For example, on August Bank Holiday 1914 – the day WW1 was declared, over 20,000 

visitors arrived on the trains.  Back then congestion on the pavements was less of an issue as those walking used the 
road, the pavement and the promenade. 

 

 

With today’s level of traffic on the A6, walking on the road can be life 

threatening but often for wheelchair users, families with prams and even those 
just walking, this beocmes the only option to progress along both North and 

South Parade.  Covid 19 has highlighted the importance of safety and social 

distancing and the issues we sometimes face on foot in the village.  Motor 
vehicles have become far too dominant. 
 

The subject of accessibility for pedestrians has become an important topic at 

our summit meetings led by the Police Crime Commissioner with the County, 
District and Parish Councils all with virtual seats around the table.  It was 

agreed that the nature of the Parades - the café culture offering a variety of 

food and drink, and the history of some shops on North Parade having an area 
of the pavement as part of their premises - should not be changed.  

   
However, we must safeguard the future prosperity of the Parades 

by allowing pedestrians to progress safely without having to put 

their wellbeing at risk by having to use the road.  There have 
already been a few near misses reported  
 

Changes are already in the pipeline with signage through the 

RHSFF grant funding signage reminding those who wish to use 
the pavement on the Riverside to park their vehicles that it is 

prohibited, and they will be fined.  Since our first Summit meeting 
in the summer, changes have been made to parking enforcement 

to ensure that it is effective through the village.  Premises withing 

to use the highway outside need to apply for a pavement licence.  
The management of this was passed to Derbyshire Dales District 

Council in August. 
  

 

 

At the last Summit meeting it was agreed that Councillors from the bodies concerned, DCC, DDDC and the Parish Council 

would form a Working Group to draft a policy outlining how the pavements along the Parades could be made safer for 
pedestrians, especially at busy times, taking into consideration the pavement licensing, the needs of businesses but also 

the needs of visitors for without them, the viability of the village as a tourist destination is in jeopardy.  The aim is to 
have a policy in place well before the start of the main season in the Spring.  Anyone with thoughts they wish to input 

into the debate please e-mail the Clerk, your District Councillors or your County Councillor. 
 

Singing Round the Christmas Tree 
 

 

 

It is with much regret that our event “Singing Round the Christmas Tree” has had to be cancelled this 
year due to the restrictions with Covid 19. 

 
As residents know the Parish Council each year provides a tree which is erected in Memorial Gardens.  

Unfortunately, regrettably a tree will not be erected this year.  This is because the power in Memorial 

Gardens is not working and we would, therefore, not be able to illuminate it. 
 

We can confirm that, subject to the power being reinstated, a tree will be erected next year. 
 

Christmas and New Year Bin Collections - DDDC 
 

The good news for households whose usual collection is Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday is that Christmas 

and New Year waste and recycling collections in the two weeks immediately before and after Christmas Day do not 
change. 

 

 
 



Black Bag Friday Continues – Paddle Peak  
 

 

  
The local community group Paddle Peak have been out again recently 

continuing in their quest to remove all of last year’s flood debris strewn down 

the banks of the River Derwent from Darley Dale downstream.  Hundreds of 
hay bales were washed into the river, leaving thousands of meters of black 

plastic stuck in the trees. 
 

The team have been out on several occasions recently working in socially 
distanced pairs and have finally managed to clean every inch of the 

riverbanks within our reach from The Arc Leisure Centre where the waste was 
swept in, down to Cromford Bridge.  Other pairs from Midland Canoe Club 

have also been cleaning the riverbanks above Darley Abbey in Derby.   
 

Pete Astles, Paddle Peak’s founder said that it had been such a massive achievement 

to clean all of the flood debris right down to Cromford.  No one would take 
responsibility for this pollution in the river.  It has taken a group of passionate 

environmentalists to get in there and get it cleared out.  We are cleaning the river, 
saving wildlife and stopping this plastic sheeting breaking down into micro plastics 

and heading out to sea.  Great work by the team. 
 

The Paddle Peak group’s future plans are to remove all of the flood debris right down 

to Derby. 
 

 
 

Huge thanks to our faithful volunteers and local activity providers – Escape UK, Acclimbatize and Rapid Horizons for their 
tireless effort.  Thanks to Derbyshire Dales District Council for the pink bin bags and collecting all of the rubbish, Hou 

Canoes, for our amazing new waste collection boats, the Derwent Warrior 1 and 2.  And to the Riverside Kiosk in 
Matlock Bath for the well-earned freshly made chips, plastic packaging free of course.  Thanks also to Matlock Bath 

Parish Council, Masson and Cromford Mills for their continued support. 
 

Parish Council Handyman  
 

At times during the year, the Parish Council needs the services of a handyman. The tasks are fairly simple and range 

from bench maintenance, repainting, basic footpath clearing and general maintenance of parish equipment and facilities. 

It would suit either a retiree who enjoys DIY or a general tradesman as part of their day-to-day work.  For more details 
and rates of pay, please contact the Clerk. 
 

News in Brief …. 
 

Derbyshire Wildlife will be undertaking some work in the Nature Reserve as soon as restrictions allow.  It will involve 
a variety of maintenance and clearing work. 
 

Remembrance 2020 – One of our Councillors and a few children lay wreaths on behalf of residents and the children of 

the village in an amended programme to usual.  A representative from Holy Trinity Church also lay a wreath. 
 

Vacancies on the Parish Council – We are still looking for new members to join the Parish Council.  
 

Sports Area – Following a delay, we are pleased to announce that the contractors have confirmed that they hope to 
start work prior to Christmas.   
 

Below are some useful contacts you may need: 
 

DCC grit bins - https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/do-it-now/gritbins.asp  

DCC street lighting - https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/do-it-now/streetlighting.asp  

DCC footpaths: - ETC.PROW@derbyshire.gov.uk  
DCC potholes - https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/do-it-now/potholes.asp  

DDDC litterbins or refuse collections - environmenthotline@derbyshiredales.gov.uk  
 

 

A View from the Bath’ is edited and published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace,  
Derby Road, Matlock Bath and printed by Matlock Print using FSC Certified Sources 

Please recycle this Newsletter responsibly 
 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Telephone: 07914 420545 
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