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 DRAFT MINUTES of a meeting of the Finance Committee 
held on Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 5.30 pm at New Bath Hotel 

 
Present:  Cllr Dave Mowle (Chairman), Cllr Trevor Bowmer, Cllr Michael Wilderspin,  
 Cllr Peter Baranek, Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 
 
 
01.01.20 Apologies 
 
  There were no apologies for absence. 
 
02.01.20 Acceptance & Signing of Minutes  
 
 It was RESOLVED that the Notes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 21st January 

2019 be approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
03.01.20 Grant Applications 
 
 It was agreed that a grant of £200 be awarded to Matlock Bath Development Association for 

the Green Man Trail.   
 
04.01.20 Repair to Winter Lighting 
 
 The Clerk reported that she had received a quotation to repair the winter lighting which was 
 damaged during the floods when a tree brought one section of the festoons down.  After 
 discussion it was agreed that the cost could be covered through monies currently in 
 contingency.  It was, therefore, agreed that due to the excess on the policy, not to pursue a 
 claim through the insurance.  Cllr Peter Baranek confirmed that the work would be done 
 within two weeks. 
 
05.01.20 Lease 
 
 The Committee considered the advice given by the solicitor regarding the current sports area 
 lease and a future lease with DDDC.  The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted DDDC in 
 order to discuss the lease.  As a result, it was confirmed that Cllr Peter Baranek will meet 
 with the Estates Manager from DDDC shortly.  The Committee accepted the advice of the 
 solicitor who suggested that the current lease is surrendered and a new lease for 21 years 
 taken out.  Councillors agreed that in the new lease rights of access should be included.  
 Confirmation of the fees involved also needs to be clarified.  It was agreed that the new 
 lease should be sent to the solicitor for comment before signing. 
 
 In order that the renovation to the sports area can proceed, it was agreed that if DDDC was 
 not able to provide a new lease quickly, some commitment in writing would be needed. 
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06.01.20 Finance Committee Budget 2020/2021 
 
 The budget for the Finance Committee was circulated with the agenda.  The Committee 
 agreed the budget for 2020/2021. 
 
07.01.20 Precept for 2020/2021 
 
 A copy of the budgets for all Committees was circulated with the agenda.  The spreadsheet 
 contained up-to-date information for each Committee plus their requirements for 2020/2021 
 and an indication of the items the funds would be spent on. 
 
 Facilities Committee - The Clerk reported that the budget and carry forward for the War 
 Memorial was more than usual.  This was due to the fact that the company who clean the 
 memorial had not submitted an invoice for the last clean.  As the memorial is due for a clean 
 this year, the company has agreed to invoice it all together. 
 
 Environment Committee - The Clerk reported that an offer from a community member had 
 been received to provide the florals in the village.  The budget, therefore, has been 
 increased to take into account the purchase of the planters, compost and plants.  The Clerk 
 confirmed that she had looked into quotations for this and would present to the Environment 
 Committee for decision. 
 
 The Clerk reported that based on the current bank balance, projected expenditure between 
 now and the end of the financial year, ringfenced funds and unspent money, the precept 
 should be left at £28,000.  This would also give a small contingency.  It was agreed to 
 recommend this figure to full Council to resolve. 
 
08.01.20 Any other business 
 
  Sports Area – The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from the company who 

hired the sports area in 2019 asking if they could rent it again in 2020.  Although the area will 
be renovated, it is not expected to start until late 2020.  The priority is to negotiate a new 
lease with DDDC before any work commences.  After discussion it was agreed that a 
decision on whether to rent the area or not would be made at the end of February/beginning 
of March.  It was also acknowledged that Planning would need to be obtained should the hire 
be longer than 28 days.  The Clerk was asked to contact the company to ascertain more 
details of when they would like to hire it and for how long etc and to explain the situation. 

 
 Clerk’s Appraisal – The Clerk reported that Cllr Helen Keay had agreed to undertake the 

Clerk’s appraisal this year.  This will be done at the end of February and presented to Full 
Council at its meeting in March to be signed off. 

 
09.01.20 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 The next meeting will be held when business dictates. 
 
 
The meeting finished at 6.45 pm. 
 
   


