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DRAFT NOTES of a meeting of the Matlock Bath Parish Council Climate Advisory Group  
held on Thursday 1st October 2020 at 7.00 pm via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllr Helen Keay (Chairman), Pete Astles, Peter Dargavel, Sally Dixey 
  Cllr Peter Baranek (Parish Council Chairman), Julie Baranek (Clerk) 
 

 
01.10.20 Apologies for Absence 
 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Dave Mowle. 
 
02.10.20 Acceptance and Signing of Notes of Last Meeting held on 23rd July 2020 
 
  It was agreed that the notes of the last meeting held on 23rd July 2020 be    
  approved and were signed by the Chairman. 
 
03.10.20 Litter 
 
 Pete Astles, prior to the meeting, had circulated a report he had put together regarding litter 
 – the source and what can be done to stop littering. 
 
 Pete felt that it was important for businesses to get on board and businesses, including take 
 aways, should look at the way they sell food.  Businesses should be encouraged to use 
 compostable and recyclable alternatives, use wooden forks instead of plastic.  
 Businesses should be encouraged to offer alternatives to can/bottled drinks such as 
 dispensed drinks, free water refills. 
 
 Pete felt that the current number of bins in the village was insufficient with needing at least 
 two more bins.  Pete suggested signage be put on the riverside railings saying “Please No 
 Litter”.   
 
 Cllr Peter Baranek commented that there was currently one business, to his knowledge, who 
 was serving food on compostable and recyclable packaging.  Unfortunately, there was 
 currently no way of recycling this material. 
 
 Regarding the bins, Cllr Baranek said that a review of the bins had taken place a few years 
 ago and the Parish Council had been consulted over the positions of the bins.  The idea 
 behind the big belly bins is that they can accommodate eight times as much rubbish than a 
 normal litter bin.  There is an indicator on the bin which sends a signal to DDDC so that 
 operators know when it needs emptying.  This in turn saves money. 
 
 Julie agreed to ask DDDC if there was currently a big belly bin in Matlock Bath which was 
 used less than the others.  If DDDC was not prepared to provide another bin, moving an 
 under-used one was an option.  
 
 Pete agreed to lobby MP Sarah Dines. 
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04.10.20 Insulation of Homes 
 
 Pete reported that a new Government Green Homes Scheme had been set up.  He 
 suggested this could be advertised in the Parish Council’s Newsletter.  However, there would 
 be restrictions with listed buildings in the village and the fact that we are in a conservation 
 area.  
 
05.10.20 Vehicles Visiting Matlock Bath 
 
 Pete commented that to improve the carbon footprint, was it possible to encourage visitors to 
 come to Matlock Bath by other means than a vehicle. 
 
 Kate suggested a park and ride scheme but although DDDC offers this during the 
 illuminations, at any other time there is no land from which this could be operated from. 
 
 Pete reported that a cycleway was being constructed which might encourage people not to 
 use their vehicles. 
 
 Kate suggested that perhaps if the road space was re-designed driving through the village 
 would be less enjoyable and might make people think of alternatives. 
 
 Cllr Peter Baranek reported that although the Parish Council had suggested a 20mph limit 
 through the village, DCC would not implement it and it is not enforced. 
 
 The Clerk reported that at a meeting with DDDC, the Parish Council had suggested 
 relocating the bike rack at Station Car Park to Pavilion Car Park as it was unusable in its 
 current position.  We could ask for further racks which might encourage people to cycle.  
 Currently there is nowhere on the Parades to lock and leave their bikes. 
 
06.10.20 Community Energy England/Marches Energy Agency 
 
 The Clerk reported that Full Council had deferred the decision to join either of these 
 organisations until further information is known.  CEE requires a fee to be paid and Peter 
 Dargavel reported that the Parish Council would not be getting value for money currently if 
 they joined.  Regarding Marches, it was still unclear whether any donation would be 
 required. 
 
07.10.20 2020 Raft Event 
 
 It was noted that the 2020 event has been cancelled. 
 
08.10.20 Actions Matlock Bath Parish Council will take on Climate & Nature Emergency 
 
 Cllr Helen Keay reported that Full Council had adopted this document at its meeting on 23rd 
 September. 
 
 Kate asked if the “Manage Land for Nature” point could be expanded to include the 
 environment and river.  Cllr Peter Baranek reported that the document needed to reflect what 
 the Parish Council can do and as we have no jurisdiction over the river, it could be difficult.  It 
 was, however, agreed that Kate provide some wording which would be considered by the 
 Climate Advisory Group before it is recommended to Full Council. 
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09.10.20 Climate Advisory Page on Website 
 
 It was reported that the page had been updated and included the “Actions” document.  It was
 suggested that a link from the Parish Council website to CLIMB’s website, should be added, 
 once set up.    This will ensure that the information from CLIMB is up-to-date.  The Clerk 
 added that the page on the Parish Council website would include up-to-date information on 
 what the MBCAG were doing. 
 
 Sally reported that the link to the survey on the page was not working.  The Clerk agreed to 
 look into this. 
 
10.10.20 Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) Leaflet 
 
 It was agreed that the next leaflet to be produced with the Winter Newsletter should be 
 regarding double glazing. 
 
11.10.20 Recycling 
 
 Cllr Baranek reported that the Parish Council had offered to sponsor a trial of one bin at one 
 site in the village.  However, DDDC currently has no means to dispose of recyclable 
 materials and were hesitant about introducing them as they didn’t have confidence that 
 visitors would use them correctly.  Following a meeting with DDDC, they have said that once 
 the current contract runs out at the end of this year, they will look into recycling bins 
 throughout the District.  They  have been contacted by a number of Parish and Town 
 Councils requesting this. 
 
 Cllr Baranek reported that there could be a system whereby businesses have ‘stickers’ to put 
 in their windows to advertise the fact that they are using biodegradable materials.  Pete 
 agreed to talk to two residents who had already started work on contacting businesses. 
 
12.10.20 Paddle Peak Update 
 
 Pete reported that they would be restarting their cleaning.  He reported that there was still 
 bale hay in the trees from last year’s floods.   
 
 He further reported that he had not had any feedback from DDDC about the 
 clubhouse/sheds in Derwent Gardens.  Cllr Baranek agreed to follow this up. 
 
13.10.20 Date of Next Meeting 
 
 It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on 16th November 2020 at 7.00 pm. 
 
 Cllr Helen Keay asked that members send agenda items to the Clerk a couple of weeks 
 before the meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


