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Pro Loco Photography Competition 2018 
 

 
  

 

There is still time to enter our Photography Competition.  This year marks the 9th Pro Loco 
Photography Competition and already we have received some wonderful photographs 

showcasing our beautiful village.  We are still lacking entries from our local residents and would 
remind you that the competition is open to all age groups, prizes in every category.  We even 

have a special prize for the best photograph by a resident. 
 

In addition to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes, we will also award prizes for Best Picture of ‘The 

Heritage of Matlock Bath’ – something which captures the rich and interesting history of the 
village, Best Picture of ‘A Hidden Gem of Matlock Bath’ as well as the Parish Council prize – this is 

awarded for something ‘different’ which encapsulates the character and spirit of Matlock Bath.  
 

With the help and support of sponsors, we are also awarding prizes for ‘Best Picture of Masson Mills’, ‘Best Picture of 
Heights of Abraham’, ‘Best Picture of Holy Trinity Church’, ‘Best Picture of New Bath Hotel’ – this can be of the hotel 

itself or its splendid grounds and ‘Best Picture of the Rowing Boats’ – this is a new prize for this year and can be of the 
rowing boats themselves or even a picture of ‘Meghan’.  There is even enough time to submit a photograph for the ‘Best 

Picture of the Illuminations’, sponsored by DDDC.  The competition will close on Friday 5th October 2018.  Shortly 

after the closing date, entries will be shortlisted and displayed in the Pump Room of the Pavilion.  The finalists will then 
be displayed on Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th October 2018 between 1.00 pm-4.00 pm where members of the 

public will be invited to vote for their favourite photographs.  To enter the competition and upload your photographs, log 
on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   We look forward to receiving your entries! 
 
 

 Calling All Residents! 
 

 

 

Although we have had the luxury of a full complement of Councillors for 
some time, we now find ourselves with a vacancy.  Despite the inference in 

JK Rowling’s The Casual Vacancy that Parish Councils are hotbeds of 
intrigue, corruption and passion and those who sit on them a colourful 

mixture of oddballs and idiots, nothing could be further from the truth!  We  

are a bunch of eager, caring and sensible residents who want the best for 
the community of Matlock Bath.  Whilst some may feel that they do not 

want the burden of constant meetings, the work we do can be very 
rewarding.  The Parish Council meets every 2 months but not in August. 

 

The Parish Council is reliant on volunteers – whether they are Councillors or just ‘helpers’ for some of the activities we 

undertake, so would love to have a full complement again.  If you would like to find out more contact the Clerk.   
 

Spend a Penny Project 

 

 

 

Back in June, we reported that a consortium set up by the Matlock Bath 
Development Association and comprising of the Grand Pavilion, the Mining 

Museum, the Town Team, Accessible Derbyshire, the Bowling Club and the 
Parish Council had applied for a Rural Tourism grant from RPDE.  Unfortunately 

our application was rejected on the grounds that the toilets could be used by 
residents of the village therefore were not specifically for tourism. 

We, of course, were not happy about this decision and have appealed against it.  We have as yet not had a result of the 

appeal which may take some time.  We are still hopeful of moving forward with an application for this grant should our 
appeal be successful after explaining how important the facility is for the future of the village.  We will, of course, keep 

you informed of progress.  You can help by going to www.change.org and giving your support to the project.  Just 
search ‘spend a penny’ 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.change.org/


District Councillor Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
  

The next big issue facing the Authority, apart from 

having to save over £700,000 in the next 2-3yrs, is the 
Collection of Waste contract.  The present contract, run 

by Serco, is due for renewal in 2020, and we have 
already started to consider our options and have sought 

opinions from the public.  When the Authority last 

arranged the new contract it was a good market for the 
Authority to engage with.  That is not the case now due 

to changes in the market place such as the price for 
recycled materials, such as plastic, where the price has 

dropped dramatically since 2010.  Waste contractors are 

now informing us that they are struggling to make a 
profit in this market, and it may well mean that the 

companies presently carrying out waste contracts will 
diminish, thus leaving us with few options.  These 

options could mean a change in the present service, eg 

a charge for the collection of green waste (All 
Authorities are not required by law to collect green 

waste), a change in the weekly/fortnightly collection 
service.  There are no firm proposals or costings at this 

date but by engaging early with the market and, you, 
the Householder, this will enable the Officers and 

Councillors when the time comes to make the right 

decisions. 
 

We Councillors have been pressing the Police & Crime 
Commissioner and indeed local Senior Police and the 

Chief Constable on the lack of visible policing in the 
Community over the past few years.  At the Police & 

 

 

Crime Panel meeting on 13th September, of which I am a Member, we received a presentation from Mr Peter Goodwin, 

Chief Constable, who stated that he acknowledges the gaps in policing in the Community, but that he had ordered a 
review of the Safer Neighbourhood Teams, and, as part of that review he is to invite Parish Councils to a meeting in 

October.  Please ensure therefore that if you have any views on this matter to pass them onto your local Parish or 
District Councillors. 
 

BUPA UK Foundation 
 

There are more than one million carers aged over 65 in the UK.  It is 
estimated that carers aged over 70 provide more than 60 hours of care a 

week and that almost one in ten carers are aged over 85.  This funding 
programme will be open for applications from Monday 3 September until 
Friday 5 October 2018.  If you would like to find out more, including eligibility 
criteria please visit our website, www.bupaukfoundation.org/page/apply-for-
funding  
 

The Bupa UK Foundation’s next funding programme focuses on supporting and 
improving the health and wellbeing of older carers. 
 

 

 

Stoptober – Derbyshire County Council 
 

It’s Stoptober and 1000s of us will be ditching the cigarettes for good.  
Smoking is still one of the biggest causes of preventable deaths in the UK but 

there’s plenty of support and advice on offer.  Live Life Better Derbyshire is a 
free, healthy lifestyles service that offers a wide range of support including 

stop smoking advice, weight management and help to get more active. The 

service offers a 12 week programme of stop smoking support that includes a 
variety of advice and support. All Derbyshire residents, aged 12 and over, can 

take part in the healthy lifestyles service by filling in a short self-assessment 
form online at www.livelifebetterderbyshire.org.uk or call 0800 0852299 
 

 

http://www.bupaukfoundation.org/page/apply-for-funding
http://www.bupaukfoundation.org/page/apply-for-funding
http://www.livelifebetterderbyshire.org.uk/


 ‘County Lines’,‘Going Country’ & ‘Cuckooing’ – Derbyshire Police 
 

‘County Lines’ or ‘Going Country’ refers to groups or gangs using young people or vulnerable adults to carry and sell 

drugs from borough to borough, and across county boundaries.  It is a tactic used by groups or gangs to facilitate the 
selling of drugs in an area outside of the area they live, reducing their risk of detection.  ‘County Lines’ is a national 

issue involving the use of mobile phone lines by these groups to extend their drug dealing business into new locations 
outside of their home areas. 
 

Professional criminals are targeting 
the homes of vulnerable people to be 

used for drug dealing – a process 
known as ‘cuckooing’.  ‘Cuckooing’ 

means the criminals can operate from 

an unobtrusive property, which is out 
of sight, making it an attractive 

option.  They can then use the 
premises to deal and manufacture 

drugs in an environment under the 
police radar, usually staying for just 

one day.  The criminals use the 

victim’s property for criminal 
enterprises, the inhabitants become 

terrified of going to the police for fear 
of being suspected of involvement in 

drug dealing or being identified as a 

member of the group, which would 
result in their eviction from the 

property.  Like a ‘cuckoo’ bird, which 
lays its eggs in the nests of other 

species of bird, the professional 

criminal or ‘drugs cuckoo’ moves into 
a vulnerable persons property, takes it 

over and turns it into a drugs’ den. 
 

If you think you have spotted a drugs 
‘cuckoo’ or you are concerned about 

drug related crime where you live or 
work, call Derbyshire Constabulary on 

101 or 999 (in an emergency) to 

report drug related information.  If 
you would prefer not to speak to the 

police personally, you can call the 
anonymous Crimestoppers charity on 

0800 555111.  For more information 

about this increasing problem, log on 
to www.derbyshire.police.uk 

 

 

 
    
 

 

 

Future Articles for 
the Newsletter 

 

If you have a story to tell about the 
history of Matlock Bath or something 

which you think other residents will 
find interesting, please contact the 

Clerk so this can be included in a 

future edition of “A View from the 
Bath”. 

http://www.derbyshire.police.uk/


Armistice Day & Remembrance Sunday – Rev Nick Grayshon 
 

A Hundred Years of Consistency and Change - Armistice Day & Remembrance Sunday unusually fall together this 

year.  The memory of visiting the Ypres War Graves with my parents, brother and sister in the mid-1960’s and seeing 
all those white crosses is still very moving to me.  My grandad Jack served with the Yorkshire Pals in those dreadful 

trenches.  Grandad had a little finger shot off and his cigarette case in his top breast pocket saved his life when a bullet 

hit it (my brother has the case now).  The war was never, ever spoken about by him.  War changed grandad, the 
country and the world he lived in. 
 

Change: What would happen if the Queen called a National Day of Prayer eg about Brexit?  In the early twentieth 

Century Church and State were much more intertwined and it was a time when the nation believed in God and led by 
the King came to Him at this time of need in prayer.  God, Church and prayer had a prominent place unlike today.  In 

this context here are some relevant quotes from Charles Beresford’s thorough and fascinating book ‘The Bath at War, A 

Derbyshire Community And The Great War’ which contains very moving stories of people’s lives during this tragic time.  
                                                                             

Page 14: “Despite the holiday mood (in Matlock Bath, 

Bank Holiday summer 1914) there was a concern about 

the deteriorating situation on the continent.  The vicar, 
William Asquith, preached on the Calamities of War at 

the 10.45am Sunday Service at Holy Trinity.  
 

Page 67: “On January 3rd (1915) it was National 
Intercession Sunday.  At Holy Trinity Parish Church Rev 

William Asquith took as the text for his sermon Verses 

1, 7 and 11 of the 4th Psalm commencing with “God is 
our refuge and our strength.”   He was gratified to have 

such a good congregation despite the inclemency of the 
weather, because he felt that all of them have realised 

that the invitation given by their gracious King to join 
with him on that day in humble intercession to Almighty 

God did so believing that God would hear it and answer 

their prayers.  He believed there was running through 
the British Empire a marvellous spirit of Christianity. He 

exhorted them to go in confidence and call upon God to 
give them the victory….  A Woman’s Intercessory 

Meeting was held later in the month at Matlock Town 

Hall and it was likely that ladies were present from 
Matlock Bath.”  
 

Page 311: “The first Sunday of January (1917) was 

appointed by King George V as a special Intercession 
Day throughout the land, with special prayers being said 

in all the churches and places of worship. Rev Asquith 

arranged no fewer than six services at Holy Trinity 
Church, which were all well attended with special 

services for parents and children and for men only. (A 
special service for women only was held on the Monday 

afternoon.)”   
 

 

It’s not only Church and State that has changed since WW1.  For better or for worse life is full of change with 
accompanying joys and troubles.  
 

Consistency: There are some things that never change. Obvious examples are love in families and between friends, 

the growth and impact of social media, and I’m sure you can think of more.  How about our propensity to war and to 

fight?  Armistice and Remembrance Day need to be at the top of our ‘consistency list’ as we remember of the millions 
who suffered and died, including those from our own village who paid that ultimate price for our freedom to be able to 

change?  Of course I’d also say we need to be consistent in our prayer to the God who gives life and loves us.                                                                                                                                                                        
The numbers attending our village Remembrance Sunday Service are usually small, be encouraged to come at 10.45 

am on Sunday 11th November to the War Memorial especially as it’s a hundred years since the signing of the armistice 

between the Allies of World War 1 and Germany at Compienge, France.  Instead of a morning service members of our 
congregation have been invited to attend the Parish Council’s service at the War Memorial.  Afterwards we’re having 

tea/coffee followed by a light lunch at church to which everyone is welcome. 
 

 



Matlock Bath Illuminations 

 

 
 

 

The Matlock Bath Illuminations have started and the weekends have been pretty busy 

down in Derwent Gardens.  We hope that all residents who live on access only roads 
managed to find their illumination permits which were delivered with the June 

Newsletter.  We realise that June is somewhat early to receive the passes for 
September but as we deliver them on behalf of the Illuminations organisers we have to  

co-ordinate the delivery of them with our Newsletter editions.  The Parish Council has 

spares of the permits so any resident who has put them in a ‘safe place’ but now 
cannot find them can get replacements by contacting the Clerk.  We have had reports 

from the Security Team that a number of residents are not displaying their permit 
when returning home.   
 

We cannot stress enough that DDDC employs the marshals and closes the roads to protect the residents and to prevent 
visitors from parking on our side roads.  Please ensure that your parking permits are visible to the marshals.  

Unfortunately showing your driving licence and/or utility bills is not sufficient.  As always, if you have any comments to 

make about the illuminations – positive or negative – please contact the Clerk so these comments can be passed on to 
the appropriate people. 
 

Derbyshire Dales District Council has arranged a Review Meeting for the Illuminations at which residents are invited to 

attend.  The meeting will be held on Monday 26th November 2018 at 6.30 pm.  If any resident has any comments 
to make but are unable to attend the meeting, contact the Clerk who will raise them. 
 

Act of Remembrance – Sunday 11th November 2018 

 

 

 

The Remembrance Ceremony this year will held on Sunday 11th November 2018 at 10.45 
am.  Please note the change of time this year.  As you will have seen from the article by 

Rev Nick Grayshon, this year Armistice and Remembrance fall together so the Parish Council felt 

it more appropriate to hold their Act of Remembrance in the morning – at the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month. 
 

The Ceremony will be held in Memorial Gardens.   Wreathes will be laid on behalf of the Parish 

Council and also the young people of the village.  Rev Pauline Key will represent Holy Trinity 
Church and lead the prayers.  
 

A warm invitation goes out to all to attend. 
 

The British Legion are once again offering organisations to purchase large Poppies which can be attached to lamposts.  

This year the Parish Council has agreed to purchase a few Poppies and these will be put along North Parade. 

Seniors Christmas Lunch 2018  

 

This year’s Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held on Tuesday 4th December 2018 at The New Bath Hotel.  We are 

extremely delighted that the numbers attending our Christmas Lunches each year have continued to grow but as we 
have previously reported, we struggle to increase our budget.  Therefore, as we did for the 2017 lunch, we will be 

asking all villagers who would like to attend the Seniors Christmas Lunch to contribute £5 each towards their meal.  We 
very much hope that this will not prevent anybody from coming.  Why not come along – meet other residents of the 

village and enjoy a wonderful pre-Christmas meal.  If you are interested in attending the lunch, please contact the Clerk 

no later than Friday 19th October 2018 to reserve your place on 07914 420545 or 
clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  If you have already contacted the Clerk and your name is on the list, you do 

not need to confirm this.  Pre-menu selections will be circulated as soon as they are available.  The lunch will be at 1.00 
pm. 
 

How Healthy is Your Heart? - DCC  
 

Derbyshire County Council is supporting a national campaign aimed at getting people heart health aware.  Adults aged 
between 40 and 60 are being encouraged to get to know their heart age by taking part in a free online Heart Age Test.  

The short test, developed by Public Health England, helps you determine if your heart is at a higher age than your 

actual age.  It does this by asking a variety of physical and lifestyle related questions, as well as taking blood pressure 
and cholesterol information.  Having a heart age that is older than your actual age means you are at a higher risk of 

having a heart attack or stroke.  Taking part in this short test means you can quickly identify if you might be at risk of 
developing a preventable heart condition.  To find out your heart age, search ‘Heart Age’ or visit 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-health-check/check-your-heart-age-tool  
 
 

mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/nhs-health-check/check-your-heart-age-tool


District Councillor Report – Cllr Joyce Pawley 

  
Very often, the impression that residents seem to feed 

back to me is that they don’t get much for the Council 
Tax that they are paying.  There is much in the news at 

the moment to make us all feel dispirited and 

downhearted without your District Council seeming to 
add to the burden.  Yes, times are hard and, as we as 

District Councillors are always having to say, trying to 
deal with cuts is a very difficult exercise.  So I thought 

for this edition of the newsletter I would find one 

positive message to pass on to you. 
 

Did you know that there are a whole host of people that 
work for Derbyshire Dales solely to keep your food safe 

when shopping or eating out in this region?  
 

In June Derbyshire Dales District Council in partnership 
with the Food Standards Agency shone a light on food 

safety and the team working behind the scenes in the 

Dales to ensure that the food we buy and eat is safe 
and honest. 

 
Derbyshire Dales has a dedicated Environmental Health 

team whose job is to inspect local food businesses to 

make sure their hygiene standards are up to scratch.  
The scheme covers all businesses supplying or serving 

food including restaurants, pubs, cafes, takeaways, food 
vans or stalls, canteens, hotels, supermarkets, schools, 

hospitals and care homes. 
 
 

 

  
 

There are six food hygiene ratings, which range from ‘0’ (urgent improvement required) to ‘5’ (very good).  Businesses 
are given green and black stickers for display at their premises and the results can be seen online.  Keep an eye out for 

them.  Most businesses in Derbyshire Dales are ranked generally satisfactory, good or very good so the good work that 

the Environmental Team is doing is keeping you safe. 
 

So there you have it - one good news story to cheer you a little, I hope, amidst the gloom - worth forking out a little 
Council Tax for I think.   

  

Winter Lighting 
 

During August our contractors came to install phase 2 of the winter lights.  You will remember that the second phase is 
more branch wrapped trees between the Midland and Jubilee Bridge.  This was by popular demand as the one that had 

been completed was thought to be very effective.  Three more trees have now been completed.  These will be even 
more effective once the summer foliage has died back.  As damage had occurred to the DDDC infrastructure these trees 

were added to the installation and two of the river crossings planned taken from the list.  Four river crossings were due 
to be installed.  However, when the contractors arrived, DDDC’s flying ducks had already been installed for the 

illuminations.  Our final river crossing will be in place as soon as the illuminations have finished.  
 

The final part of the installation was to be a string of festoons from Jubilee Bridge to the Riverside development. 

Unfortunately, when the contractors came to fit the poles to the railings they decided that the railings were not fixed 
firmly enough to take the poles.  Our license with Derbyshire County Council, who own the railings, was for poles 

bracketed to the railings.  However the contractors are now advising fixing the poles into the pavement – as the DDDC 
poles for the cross rivers are.  This needs a different license, so we are currently awaiting this.  We have also been 

advised by DDDC that we will need planning permission to fix them into the pavement, so this also has to be obtained. 

We hope that all this administration can be complete in time for our contractors to return and fit the final lights in time 
for Christmas. 
 

We intend to have the winter lighting operating from the illuminations every evening from dusk until 11 pm until the 

start of daylight saving time at the end of March. 
 
 

 



A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

This has been no normal summer.  We have had untypically warm and dry weather leaving the 

village with brown grass and some trees turning brown a little earlier than usual.  It has also 
been an unusually busy summer for the Parish Council.  Normally during August all goes a little 

quite but not in 2018.  It was necessary to call an extraordinary meeting of the council in August. 
Much of our activity has been covered in articles in the newsletter – the appeal for the grant to 

build new toilet facilities near Derwent Gardens, the installation of stage 2 of our winter lighting, 

managing the watering of the station flower displays.  

There were also consultations on the future use of Waterloo Road after the extensive repairs that have been carried out. 
The temporary closure of the road will, when the project is complete in the next couple of weeks, be permanent for 

vehicles but will open again for pedestrian access.  Two pillars will be installed close to ‘Belgrano’ making it impossible 
for vehicles to access.  Properties will have access from either Holme Road or from below but NO through access.  

As you will know from previous newsletters, we are renting the sports area to an activity provider to raise the much-

needed funds for renovation.  The tenant for 2018 unfortunately left the site early and the Parish Council are now in the 
process of recovering lost rent.  We hope to lease the area for the 2019 season to fresh tenants and raise the necessary 

funds to renovate the sports area for all in the village to use again from the spring of 2020.   
 

I have also been extremely busy as a Director of the Development Association working on the programme for the 
Frankenstein Festival.  I would encourage you to study the programme of events and support as many as you can 

during the 9 day period. Many of the events are free and the festival is designed both for residents and visitors.  There 
are also events for all ages and all interests.  I look forward to seeing you at many of these events.  

 

Matlock Bath Development Association 

 

 

 

 

Even though the main thrust of our work recently has been in putting together the 

Frankenstein Festival and the grant application for the Spend a Penny project, other 
work on various projects has continued.  Applications to DCC for action grants firstly to 

assist in the Spend a Penny project and for the Mary Shelley Exhibition in the festival 
both failed.  The toilets as we had not already secured the principle grant funding 

and the exhibition funding as we did not show how this would benefit the community.  As a result, the exhibition had to 

be cancelled as we had no funds to pay for the transportation of the exhibition from Cumbria – quite an expense.  Both 
applications were against stiff competition. 
 

Consultation on Potential Council Tax Hike - DDDC 
   

 

Derbyshire Dales residents are being asked for 

their views on charging the owners of long term 
empty properties up to four times the amount of 

Council Tax as regular home owners.  Income from 
the empty homes premium would be used to fund 

activity to support bringing long term empty homes 

back into use.  Councils currently have the power 
to levy a 50% premium on homes that have been 

unoccupied and substantially unfurnished for more 
than two years although DDDC has not adopted 

this. 
 

The District Council wish to hear from all residents 
about the proposals but particularly from owners 

who may be struggling to rent out or sell their 

home and the neighbours of empty homes affected 
by the condition of an empty property.  Complete 

the questionnaire as 
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/emptyhomessurvey   

before 31st October 2018. 

 

 

  
 

 

http://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/emptyhomessurvey


 Adoption of Matlock Bath Railway Station 
 

 
 

  

 

Station adoption has been one of the many successes of the community rail movement.  

More than 1,000 adoption groups have been formed nationwide.  As well as engaging 
thousands of people in volunteering, bringing people together and creating pride in 

stations and the community, these groups play a critical role in making their stations 
welcoming, pleasant and attractive places. 
 

Giving back to the community provides you with a great feeling, knowing that you’ve 

made a difference and done something worthwhile with your day.  Through becoming a 

station adopter, you will make a difference to the many people who use Matlock Bath 
station. 
 

Station adopters are the ‘eyes and ears’ helping to ensure that the station is well presented and looked after.  Station 

adopters can get involved at the station by doing tasks they put forward.  From being the ‘eyes and ears’, reporting 
faults and station issues through to maintaining florals, adopters can be involved as much as possible.   Those of you 

who use the trains regularly will no doubt have noticed the beautiful florals on the platform.  This is the main job of the 

current adopters who plant up the barrels and troughs twice a year and looking after them throughout the season.  More 
adopters are needed to look after the station.  We realise time can be an issue with busy families but you can put as 

much time in as you want.   
 

If you would be interested in becoming an adopter and joining our current team, please contact the Clerk. 

Grit Bins & Winter Service Scheme 
 

We never like to think of the onset of winter but must prepare 

for the worst.  As ever, we would ask you to check any yellow 
grit bins in your area.  If they are damaged or need 

replenishing, please contact Derbyshire County Council.  All 
bins are numbered and you will need to quote this number 

when you report it.    
 

The Parish Council will again, this year, participate in 

Derbyshire County Council’s Winter Service Scheme.  DCC is 
only responsible for clearing snow from the highway and the 

intention is that if we can recruit volunteers to help clear snow 
and ice on pavements or footpaths, residents can still get out 

to the shops, bus stops etc despite the conditions.  For this 
purpose DCC will provide us with a supply of ‘free’ grit.  

Volunteers will liaise with our Snow Warden for grit to be 

either delivered to the areas it is required or collected.  
Volunteers would then use it to clear the snow and ice on 

pavements and public footpaths – but not roads/highway.   
 

Please remember that grit bins are provided by DCC for use on 
public pavements, paths and roads only – NOT private 

property.   
 

If you would be interested in volunteering to help clear snow 

and ice from the footpaths/pavements where you live please 
contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 
The Government has set out some simple steps as part of the 

Snow Code.  For more information log on to 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk and search for Snow Code. 
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