
A View from the Bath 
A Newsletter from  

Matlock Bath Parish Council 
A u t u m n  2 0 2 0   

 Re-opening the High Street Safely Fund 

 

 

  

 

Residents may remember in the Summer Newsletter we wrote about funding for social 
distancing measures in the village and also that Matlock Bath was to be part of the Government 

scheme to re-open the high streets safely with funding of £10,000.  You may have wondered 
what has happened to these plans and this funding.  Unfortunately, despite strong lobbying 

and meetings with both DCC and DDDC as yet no progress has been made.  Although our 

County Councillor, Irene Ratcliffe, was assured by the Cabinet Member for Highways, that we 
could have whatever the residents wanted, when we met with the Highways Officers, they told 

us we could only have parking bay closures to widen the pavement for a small part of North 
Parade nearest Holme Road.  This is not what residents had requested.  
 

Currently we have been told that we have £6,000 of the original £10,000 left to spend as DCC has already spent the 

remainder of the money on signage in the village.  We have only been able to identify 14 red social distancing signs.  

This does not seem value for money to the Parish Council.  The funding has very specific conditions for it use.  Our plan, 
once we get approval for the spending, is to have pavement markings and lamppost wraps reminding pedestrians to 

observe social distancing.  We also would like signage for the litter bins about the importance of hygiene and disposing 
of all litter, including wipes and face coverings, safely in the bins.  Many other areas with a smaller footfall than our 

village have this and much more.  It is high time that Matlock Bath has the necessary measures in place. 
 

WW1 Display Dedication 
 

 

 

Our much read and appreciated World War 1 exhibition in the Memorial Shelter 

continues to be a popular attraction for visitors to the village.  When the Parish 
Council embarked on the project back in 2013 with a grant application to the HLF, 

little did we know that our work, intended for the residents, would have such a 

lasting effect on so many people.  The small team of dedicated individuals worked 
under the expert guidance of our local historian, Charles Beresford, whose 

painstaking research and book – The Bath at War – provided much of the 
information but also the inspiration for the whole project which can still be viewed 

on our website. 
 

However, the most accessible part of the legacy is the exhibition in the Memorial Shelter. To mark the important part 

that Charles played in this project, the Parish Council has decided to dedicate the exhibition to his memory.  The original 
plan was to unveil a plaque to Charles at this year’s Act of Remembrance but as the usual event cannot take place this 

year, we cannot now have such a ceremony.  However, we intend to install the plaque before Remembrance Sunday. 
 

Update on Travellers 
 

At the time of writing, residents will know that some of the travellers who were encamped on Temple Road Car Park 

have been evicted.  However, some have moved to the coach park at Station Car Park.  We understand that Derbyshire 
Dales District Council will now start the process of eviction again but with the courts backed up due to Covid 19, we do 

not know how long this will take.  The situation with Temple Road is that the family who have declared themselves 

homeless are likely to remain on the car park until the temporary/permanent site at Tansley has been developed.   This 
has to go through Planning and it is unknown at the moment how long this will take.  There is also another family still 

on Temple Road and we are waiting for an update on their status. 
 

DDDC has informed us that they are actively looking at barrier options on Temple Road Car Park and we are hopeful 
that this will come to fruition in the very near future.  Further updates will be posted on our website and on social 

media. 
 
 

 



Art and Photography Competitions 2020 
 

Art Competition – It is with regret that due to the current situation, the Parish Council has made the decision to cancel 

this year’s event.  All entry forms received will be transferred to next year’s competition.  More information will be 

updated on our website in the New Year. 
 

Photography Competition – After much deliberation the Parish Council has decided to go ahead with this 
Competition.  However, we have decided that voting will only be made online.  In addition, we have decided to extend 

the deadline for entries until Sunday 1st November 2020.  Following shortlisting, members of the public will be invited 
to vote for their favourites online.  Online voting opens on Saturday 7th November at 9.00 am and will close at midnight 

on Friday 13th November 2020.  The results will be announced on Sunday 15th November on our website. 
 

Entries have steadily been coming through but we would love to see residents submitting some photographs of our 

lovely village throughout this strange year.     
 

For more information log on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 
 

 

 

It has been a very difficult summer for the residents of the village.  Although some of the businesses 
in the village have been enjoying bumper trade, the residents have been suffering from the excessive 

number of visitors in the village and all the problems that this can cause.  Add to the melting pot the 

arrival of the travellers to Temple Road Car Park in June and the many complications caused by the 
epidemic.  Although these issues were faced by other places in the UK, the nature of the village  

makes dealing with them a far more complex problem.   
 

The Parish Council has been working hard through various means, even having face-to-face socially distanced meetings 
with the Police Crime Commissioner and County Council Officers but unfortunately, not for the want of trying, achieving 

very little.  We will continue working on your behalf with a multi-agency meeting this week organised by the Police 
Crime Commissioner and then meeting with our MP, Ms Sarah Dines, in the next week or so.  We will continue to work 

on all fronts to do as much as we can to keep the village moving forward. 
 

NOW for the positive news only for the rest of my report. 
 

Thanks to all those residents who volunteer to do work around the village, be it looking after our florals, litter picking, 

delivering newsletters or just reporting issues so that they can be resolved.  Such a report resulted in the lights on 
Jubilee Bridge being repaired soon.  We would normally have the chance to thank and acknowledge our volunteers in 

person at our Prize Award Ceremony for our competitions but due to restrictions we will not be able to do it this year.  
So, from all of our Councillors, thank you!  If anyone else would like to volunteer on a formal or informal basis, do get in 

touch and will do our best to accommodate whatever tasks you can undertake. 
 

 

Isn’t it great to be able to see two of the thermal water cascades again thanks to the clearing 

of some of the shrubbery around them.  These are an integral part of village history and should 
be enjoyed and celebrated by both residents and visitors.  This one even has a fingerpost to it 

on Lovers’ Walk and until recently could not be seen!  It is the outfall of some of the water 
from The New Bath Hotel. 
 

You may have noticed that the floodlights and some external lighting for the Memorial Shelter 

and War Memorial have not been working for quite a while now.  We have been told that at 
last the problem has been identified and work will begin soon installing a new power supply to 

these. 
 

Since April when we were contacted by DDDC about the Parish Council benches on the 

Riverside, they have been fenced off for safety reasons.  These benches belong to the Parish 
Council; MBPC is in the castings on the ends with the date.  There was also some confusion 

about the land where they were sited.  After extensive research we have established that 
they are on the public highway.  They will be renovated and have backs added to make them 

both more comfortable and also enable social distancing when being used.  All three benches 

will be back in public use shortly. 
 

 

Finally, I can report that the hedge that we planted in the Nature Reserve is growing well – though with some small 
areas that need replacing.  This means that the bamboo canes that were so essential when the plants were small are no 

longer needed.  If any keen gardener in the village can recycle some of these canes in their garden, they can be 
collected from outside the shed on the Nature Reserve close to the entrance gate located just off Clifton Road to the left 

of the school entrance. 
 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 Graham Turner – Anne Gill 
 

 

    

  

Following the death on the 17th July, and the funeral of my eldest brother, Graham Turner, of 
The Stables, Waterloo Road, on behalf of myself and his family I would like to thank those 

who came to Temple Walk on 10th August to say “Goodbye” and to those who joined us at The 
Fishpond later. 
 

I would also like to thank all those neighbours, friends and villagers who looked out for him 

and supported him as his mental and physical health declined over the past few years and also 
those who supported me in those difficult times. 

Graham loved Matlock Bath and his family were very happy to be able to bring him home one last time.  Thanks to you 
all. 
 

Peak District Mining Museum – Mining Museum  
 

 

 

 

The Peak District Mining Museum has been presented with a “Travellers’ Choice 2020” award 
by Tripadvisor.  This award is given to the top 10% of places globally who have received 

consistently high reviews. 
 

The Museum, owned by the Peak District Mines Historical Society, contains thousands of 

artefacts, videos and photographs linked to the mining history of Derbyshire and the Peak 
District.  These date back to the bronze age and include items ranging from the huge water 

pressure engine down to a miner’s clay pipe found underground.  They also run guided tours 
to Temple Mine, just across the road from the Museum, which was a lead and fluorspar 
 

 
 

mine until the 1950s.  During the 1980s gold was also found in the mine.  There 
is plenty for families to explore with a JCB cab, mouse trails, panning for 

minersals (Fools’ Gold) at Temple Mine and additional activities in the school 
holidays. 
 

It has been a tough year for staff and volunteers at the Peak District Mining 

Museum which was closed from mid-March through to the 4th August by Covid 19.  
To re-open they had to put in place one-way systems, new cleaning schedules 

and close off their famous tunnels and climbing shafts.  Mine guides were re-

trained to lead smaller groups of only two households through Temple Mine 
whilst maintaining social distancing.   
 

 
 

 

 

Clare Herbert praises the team at the Museum saying “our staff and volunteers always work hard but have excelled 

themselves to not only reopen the Museum so quickly but also receive this award.  It is a testament to many years of 
effort.  The Museum is having a tough year due to Covid and takings are considerably down on last year, this a concern 

as it limits some of the projects we planned to run but this award is a real boost to morale”. 
 

The Museum is open at the weekends and on Wednesdays.  Mine tours do need to be booked by telephoning 01629 

583834.  Keep up to date with events at the Museum by visiting their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/peakmines   
The Museum shop sells a wide range of second hand books, rocks, fossils and crystals. 
 

The Museum has a free exhibition which started on 6th September: The Industrial Tourist is a collection of photographs 

by Andrew Marland of industrial landscapes in Britain.  It runs until the 12th october.  They hope to be able to continue 
their heritage talks in the next few months. 
 

Litter Picking 
 

The Parish Council would like to thank those residents who have been litter picking this year and especially since the 
lockdown restrictions were eased.  Litter pickers from different groups have been out in force picking up the mess left 

by our visitors.  We understand DDDC has approached businesses to offer bags and litterpicks on a loan basis in order 

for more businesses to join in during the campaign they are currently running “Don’t be a Tosser”. 
 

The Parish Council has a supply of litterpicks and bags which they have been giving out to residents to litterpick which 
we will continue to do during DDDC’s campaign and beyond.  If anyone would like one, please contact the Clerk – 

clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/peakmines
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


District Councillor Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

“Is it me” Me, Me, me, me, me” – These were the words that Sir Terry Wogan used to regularly say on his Radio 2 

morning show – a reaction to an ever growing selfish society that we witness today.  In ordinary times that might be 

bad enough, but is frightening when it comes to the present emergency situation we are in due to Covid 19.  Not only 
have we witnessed selfish behaviour in Matlock Bath with a lack of social distancing but also by the lack of mask wearing 

under Covid 19 regulations, especially in the shops.  Matlock Bath is not unique though, and you will have seen evidence 
on this from the various reports around the country.  The selfish behaviour is why we are now witnessing a very 

worrying rise in infection rates, quite simply because far too many people think it is all over and there is nothing to 
worry about.  The Government has been worried and warning for some time about a second wave of the virus, but that 

concern and warning has been largely ignored.  There is even an absolutely unbelievable number of people that believe 

Covid 19 is a hoax.  I suggest they should visit those poor people that have lost loved ones or even those who have 
survived but are still suffering badly from the devastating side effects of the disease.  Have they checked lately how 

many people have died from the virus?  As I said, unbelievable! 
 

Can I appeal to traders in the village to set an example – insist that people who enter your premises are wearing a face 
covering and to keep their distance.  Please work together as a collective force of traders and not have the situation we 

are facing at present where we have traders complaining to us that whilst they are following the regulations, others are 

not.  Only by working together can we defeat this deadly disease.  People can be fined up to £10,000 now if they fail to 
comply with Covid 19 regulations so hopefully more people will actually take notice.  It may be that more draconian 

powers are required to ensure separation such as is witnessed in the village. 
 

One other example of selfish behaviour is that of the travellers.  Oh, how I wish I had a magic wand!!  Their behaviour 
which fails to comply with normal and expected standards of public behaviour is beyond comprehension, especially with 

regard to their toilet behaviour in public and the health hazard it causes, which unfortunately our staff have to deal with.  

Since the travellers arrived at Temple Road, having been attacked at the camp site at Rowsley, we have suffered 
nothing but frustration in endeavouring to have them evicted.  In the first instance our legal team reported that because 

the courts had not sat for a long period due to the Covid 19 lockdown regulations, there was a huge backlog of cases 
that had to be dealt with and this caused weeks of delay in our securing an eviction order.  As soon as the eviction order 

was granted we contacted the bailiff company to assist with the eviction as per normal, only to be informed that they 
would not move them due to Covid 19 regulations.  The part of the regulations they were referring to only applied to 

homeless people not to be evicted from hostels and hotels.  The bailiff company interpreted this as applying to the 

homeless travellers.  This meant that our legal team had to go back to court to challenge this viewpoint.  More than 
frustrating, of course, and which caused unnecessary delay in the eviction process.  Thankfully we have overcome this 

with the court reinforcing the order, except that we have been directed by the Judge that if any of the travellers show 
any signs of Covid infection then they should not be moved.  Obviously necessary checks will have to be made, so 

fingers crossed! 
 

Once the eviction has been completed any caravan units left behind should only be the homeless family that our 

Authority has a duty of care towards, and are subject to a recent decision by Full Council of an approved permanent site 
at Tansley, but which is yet to be subject to a planning application.  This matter is being expedited and hopefully the 

planning application will be approved and we can then take steps to re-house the homeless family on a permanent site.  
I can only repeat the frustration that I share with all of you with regard to the travellers issue, and that it is the lack of 

legislation to deal with them.  Our only recourse is to apply to the courts to have them removed from our land.  Insofar 
as the complaints received with regard to human excrement, anti-social behaviour etc, I can only refer you to the Police 

and for you to ask what action they have taken with regard to these issues!  I have pressed the traveller issue with 

Inspector John Troupe on more than one occasion but I have yet to hear of any prosecutions that have taken place with 
regard to the human excrement, anti-social behaviour and fly-tipping.  I am aware that they dealt with two offenders for 

an assault in the village, but it is the other issues that really ought to have been dealt with strongly.  
 

(Please note: Garry’s article was written before the eviction of travellers took place on Temple Road) 
 

Nick the Vic’s Retirement – Nick the Vic 
 

After 13 years as Vicar of St Mary’s Cromford and Holy Trinity, Matlock Bath, Val and I move to Sheffield to be near our 

eldest daughter, Liz and her family, when I retire on 3rd November.  It’s been wonderful to have so many friends in both 
villages and serve both congregations.  Thank you.  Alas we may not be able to have celebration parties with over 6 

people due to the rise in Coronavirus cases! 

 
When asked what does a Vicar do apart from one day a week working (has it been less during lockdown?), I simply say 

my job is to tell people God loves them.  And then if possible tell people about Jesus who died for the sins for the world, 
rose again and offers forgiveness and eternal life through faith in Him.  (Here endeth the lesson!).  Every blessing. 

 



Fingerposts and Lecterns (LEADER Project) 
 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that finally the project is complete.  All the 

necessary paperwork has been submitted to LEADER and our grant awarded.   
 

The Parish Council is so pleased with the final outcome of the project with the 

installation of two fingerposts and four information lecterns.  Already we have 
seen visitors studying the maps and fingerposts. 
 

The lecterns are located at Temple Road Car Park, Station Car Park, in front of 

Memorial Gardens and in front of the Pavilion Car Park. 

 

The fingerposts, which are situated just outside Memorial Gardens and on the A6 by Jubilee 

Bridge, were chosen as we feel they are in keeping with the surrounding area. 
 

We very much hope that this will improve the visitor experience and help them to see at a 
glance what the village has to offer. 
 

We are also pleased to announce that the lighting which was also purchased under the 

LEADER grant funding is now working.  Major work had to be undertaken by Western Power 

once the schools went back and the village was much quieter with less visitors.  Now the 
work is complete the lights will light up Matlock Bath until March. 

 
 

“One Road, One Week” Campaign – Derbyshire Constabulary 

 

 

Some residents will have noticed the Police and their vehicles in Artists Corner Car Park.  This 
was part of the “One Road, One Week” campaign.  This was an initiative from the National 

Police Chief’s Council and took place between 14th-18th September.  Alongside this, the Road’s 

Policing team supported a separate European initiative named “Project Edward” – (Every Day 
Without a Road Death). 
 

The Roads Policing Unit focussed all of their efforts into this week long campaign and were 

joined by the Collision Investigation Unit, SALCU, the Drone Unit and Crest. 
 

Matlock SNT (which includes Matlock Bath) contributed to this operation by targeting offences such as Speeding, Drink 
and drug driving, Distraction, Endangerment, Lack of documentation, vehicle safety inspections.  Over 220 vehicles were 

checked during the course of the day which led to seat belt penalty notices issued, illegal number plates enforced and a 

bike seizure.  HMRC was also in attendance checking vehicles for illegal road fuel.  The official figures will be released 
shortly and these will be put on our website. 
 

Florals 
 

Residents will be aware that for a number of years now the Parish Council has paid for a company to provide and 
maintain four 3 tier planters filled with brightly coloured summer bedding along the Parades.  A member of our 

community contacted us and very kindly offered to take over the planting up and maintenance of planters for us.  Our 
current supplier offered the planters at a good price.   This will, not only save the Parish Council money in the long term 

but would also provide the village with lovely blooms all year round. 
 

Seniors Lunch 2020 
 

Due to the current situation regarding Covid 19, the Parish Council has made the decision to cancel this year’s event 

which was due to be held on 7th December 2020.  It is hoped that the Parish Council will be able to arrange a lunch for 

seniors perhaps in the Spring should the guidelines at the time allow.  Further details will be published in a future edition 
of the Newsletter. 
 

Matlock Bath Sports Area 

 

 
 

 

Matlock Bath Parish Council is pleased to announce that the renovation of the sports area will 
commence next month.    We all very much look forward to seeing the area renovated and 

residents once again using it.  Further updates on the work will be put on our website and in 
future editions of “A View from the Bath”. 
 

 
 



Vision Derbyshire – Derbyshire County Council  
 

You may be aware that the Government is expected to release plans for council reorganisation in the coming weeks and, 

as you would expect, significant work has been taking place in Derbyshire for some time to prepare.  We are wholly 

focused on achieving the best possible results for Derbyshire’s people, communities and businesses.  It is vital that 
Derbyshire and the wider East Midlands region does not miss the opportunity to get our fair share of funding and is at 

the front of the queue for much needed investment.  Staying as we are, in traditional structures, is not an option.  We 
have been working closely with our District and Borough Council partners on a new way of working together called 

Vision Derbyshire.  We want this to continue and it is our preferred route to getting a deal with Government.  We do, 
however, need to prepare for every eventuality. 
 

If the Vision Derbyshire approach does not meet the Government’s requirements, or all of the councils involved cannot 

agree to the changes that must happen in terms of governance, then the County Council will have to explore the 

possibility of creating a unitary council to keep the historic county of Derbyshire together.  Alongside this, we also intend 
to be part of a bid to establish an East Midlands Combined Authority to support recovery, resilience and prosperity in the 

region.  If we do not act decisively now we will likely miss the once in a generation opportunities before us and may 
have no say in what happens to our county and how it is governed.  We, as local authorities in Derbyshire, need to be 

masters of our own future for the good of residents and communities we work alongside. 
 

We will keep you up to date on progress through our website and regular communication channels. 
 

Contacting Derbyshire Constabulary  - Derbyshire Constabulary 
 

We’d like to remind you of ways in which you can contact the force.  It is now possible for you to get in touch with us in 

a range of different ways to report non emergencies. 
 

If you don’t want to speak to someone on the phone, you can send us a message on social media, use our website or 

speak to a call handler on Live Chat.  This will then free up our call handlers to answer the phones to those that would 
prefer to physically speak to someone.  Our team of helpful call handlers are here for the people of Derbyshire 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week. 
 

The links you can use to get in touch digitally are: 
 

Facebook: Send a message to us on www.facebook.com/derbyshireconstabulary  
Twitter: Send a direct message to our contact centre via www.twitter.com/derpolcontact  

Website: Use our online forms and Live Chat by visiting www.derbyshire.police.uk  
 

Our website – www.derbyshire.police.uk houses a number of online forms, where you can report a crime, road traffic 

incident, anti-social behaviour, apply for licenses and firearms certificates, as well as use “Your Area”, where residents 
can find out more about, and contact, their local Safer Neighbourhood Teams. 
 

Remembrance 
 

 

 

Due to the current situation regarding Covid 19 and the law regarding groups (rule of 6), the 

Parish Council’s usual Remembrance Service will not be able to take place.  Reluctantly no 

formal ceremony will be held for this important event this year.  However, on 8th November 
2020 at 11.00 am members of the Parish Council will lay poppy wreaths on behalf of the 

residents and children of the village and observe the two minutes silence in memory of those 
who lost their lives. 
 

If the guidelines at the time allow, then any residents who wish to visit the Memorial at this 

time to remember those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, are requested to ensure that they 

follow the strict legislation laid down by Government regarding social distancing and by wearing 
a face covering.    

 

If further guidance is made available nearer the time which allows a more formal gathering, the parish council will 

publish information on its website. 
 

‘Pally Pond’ 
 

DDDC has announced that they will shortly be arranging for the pond to be drained by a contractor, allowing time to 

clean it before it naturally refills from the spring.  It will be netted off until the work is complete.  Already teams have 
been out, as part of the clean up works, to mow and ‘spruce’ up the area. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/derbyshireconstabulary
http://www.twitter.com/derpolcontact
http://www.derbyshire.police.uk/
http://www.derbyshire.police.uk/


Parish Councillor Vacancy 
 

 

 

We recently welcomed Cllr Louise Moran to the Parish Council but we are still 

looking to fill two further vacancies and join the team.   
 

Are you interested in parish matters?  Would you like to be part of decision 

making committees, helping with community projects and generally making 
Matlock Bath an even better place to live, work and visit?  Do you want to 

represent the views of local people and have your say about issues people care 
about?  Would you like to become a Matlock Bath Parish Councillor?  If you 

answer yes, get in touch. 
 

Matlock Bath Parish Council represents the needs and concerns of all age groups within the community.  Work is varied, 
interesting and busy but very rewarding.  Councillors have the opportunity to join one, or more, of our Committees who 

meet to discuss issues within their budget.  If you would be interested in joining us or have more questions about what 

is required, please contact the Clerk for more details – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Climate Advisory Group 
 

At its meeting on 23rd September, Full Council resolved to adopt a document which sets out the aims of the Parish 

Council for climate emergency action.  A copy can be found on our website. 
 

Residents will remember that in 2019, Full Council resolved to set up the Advisory Group to look into what the Parish 
Council, its residents, businesses and visitors can do to be climate change aware.  The document will be a ‘working 

document’ which may be added to should anything else arise. 
 

Our Local Association, DALC, has set up a Group called “Climate Champions” whereby Councillors from local Parish and 

Town Councils come together to share ideas.  Matlock Bath Parish Council is represented on this group by a member of 
our Climate Advisory Group and resident.  Four initial recommendations came out of one of the meetings; one being to 

produce energy saving advice leaflets for residents, to join Community Energy England and/or Marches Energy Agency, 
the sharing of a short film on our website and to book a visit by Marches Energy Agency (MEA) to inform local people 

about energy saving measures and living in an eco-friendly way.  The Parish Council agreed that they would produce 

one information leaflet with each edition of the Newsletter.  The first one – Central Heating Controls, can be found in 
this edition.  These are advice leaflets which have been produced by Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE).  All the 

leaflets can be found at https://www.cse.org.uk/resources/category:advice-leaflets 
 

Full Council at its meeting on 23rd deferred the recommendation to join Community Energy England and/or Marches 
Energy Agency as there was a cost involved for one and Councillors requested more information to ensure that by 

joining these organisations we would receive value for money.  Obviously with the restrictions with Covid 19 it would not 
currently be possible to book a visit by Marches Energy Agency (MEA). 

 

There is a page on our website dedicated to the Climate Advisory Group and all updates will be posted regularly. 
 

Rose Garden 
 

 
 

 

You will remember that for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee the Parish Council planted 

some roses to commemorate the occasion.  The Rose Garden is in Memorial 
Gardens just inside the gates opposite the wishing well.  We are looking for a 

resident who would be able to look after, and maintain this area for us.  The area 
currently needs some clearing and some TLC.   
 

If you are interested in this please contact the clerk – 

clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07914 420545. 
 

 Parking on Holme Road/Temple Road 
 

You will be aware that the Parish Council held a site meeting in January with residents to look at the parking proposals 

outlined by Derbyshire County Council and to also look at whether more parking spaces could be created.  All comments 

and suggestions were sent to DCC and we are waiting for plans to be drawn up which will then go out for consultation.  
We cannot say at the moment how long it will take but want to assure residents that it has not been forgotten.  We will 

continue to pursue the matter. 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Falverdiscott-huntshaw-parish.org.uk%2Fparish-council-vacancies%2F&psig=AOvVaw03K4QdRTv-PbKWqpd95jkP&ust=1600944563767000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODXnLKN_-sCFQAAAAAdAAAAABBk
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.cse.org.uk/resources/category:advice-leaflets
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Parking Enforcement 
 

One of the issues in the village seems to be parking enforcement or the perception that there is a lack of it.  Over the 

years we have seen motorbikes and cars parked on the pavement along the Riverside.  This year it has been especially 

problematic because there have been more people in the village due to having “staycations”, day trips to our village as 
well as the good weather we have experienced.  Acts of ‘illegal’ parking are not only wrong but also inconvenient to all 

pedestrians – including residents, visitors, families, disabled and the elderly but also other road users.  Pedestrians when 
faced with a vehicle on the pavement sometimes have to walk in the road to get round it.  In unprecedented times such 

as now, all pedestrians should be able to socially distance safely and navigate our pavements with ease.  
 

The Parish Council recently met with a DCC Officer, Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and Cllr Joyce Pawley to talk through the 
problems we are encountering to see if anything can be done to ensure there is effective enforcement whilst the Civil 

Enforcement Officers are in the village.   
 

DCC has asked that if residents see instances where Enforcers are not enforcing correctly or fairly, they should send 

their concerns to parking@derbyshire.gov.uk   DCC Officers will then investigate and try to resolve the problem.  It 
would be useful if photographs or videos are also sent in to show how enforcement is not being carried out correctly.  

No personal details will be released by DCC.  We accept that in certain circumstances there could be an explanation why 
it appears that enforcement is not been carried out effectively – such as the Enforcer is off duty or on a break – but DCC 

want to hear of any concerns so they can be addressed. 
 

In July and August, for on street parking in Matlock Bath, 113 notices were issued for contravention, not parked 

correctly, parked longer than permitted, parked in a restricted street (yellow lines), re-parked in the same place on 
limited waiting bays.  2700 vehicles were observed and Enforcers conducted 344 hours of patrolling.  The current hours 

for September and October are 140 a month on street.  Enforcement of car parks is separate to this.  Between 15th 
August and 13th September, approximately 499 vehicles were moved on.  This included bikes parked on the pavement. 
 

We will continue to monitor enforcement and bring to the notice of DCC any issues we are informed about. 
 

Noise Camera 
 

 

 

After hearing about a trial of a prototype acoustic camera, the Parish Council 
spoke to the Police and to the Minister for Roads, Buses and Places to find out if 

the initiative would be rolled out nationally.  As Matlock Bath does seem to have 

a noise problem, it was felt that we would be an ideal location for such a 
camera. 

 
The trial took place last summer in various locations around the country.  The 

outcome of the trial is currently being considered, including whether it could lead  

to more targeted and efficient enforcement.  The technology has the potential to be used to identify excessively noisy 

vehicles, however there are still difficulties in measuring noise in an uncontrolled environment.  Further developments 
and testing will be required before it could be recommended for wider scale roll out. 

 
The Parish Council will monitor the situation and ask our MP to support our cause for such a camera.  Further details will 

be published in future editions of the newsletter. 

 

 Parish Council Website 
 

  

 

Legislation recently came into force which meant that our website needed to be accessible for 
all users.  If it currently isn’t, an Accessibility Statement would have to outline which bits were 

not and when they would be. 
 

After looking at the work involved to fulfil the legislation, Councillors agreed that a new website 

should be set up which would be fully accessible.   
 

Work on this will start shortly but currently we do not have a date when the new website will go live.  The new website 

will be more user friendly and easier to navigate.  Regular updates on the progress of the new website will be published 

in this newsletter and on our current website. 
 

Material on the old site will remain available. 
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CLIMB (edited) 
 

We are in an emergency pandemic and, of course, that preoccupies us all.  The urgency of global warming and 

extinction of large proportions of our wildlife and plantlife as a result of human activity has only increased (2020 report 

of the Government’s Committee on Climate Change https://www.theccc.org.uk).  Doing what we can to prevent the 
virus spreading, and to reduce our own individual and collective human impact on the planet are ways we can feel some 

control and agency in our lives and community.  Larger and longstanding environmental groups locally are one way 
CLIMB people have continued to be involved in doing both.  We’d like to share some of that with the community too.  

Here are some useful links, local and national. 
 

• Have your say in a new survey of what people of all ages living, working or studying in Derbyshire Dales want 

the District Council to do, and what we want to do, are doing or may do ourselves to respond to emergencies 
we face.  It takes 10 minutes online – please complete it and ask your family and neighbours to do it too.  Help 

your children to do it too – it’s about their future – and make sure they know it’s because adults want a safe 

world for them.   If you have a question on the survey you’d like to discuss or need to complete the survey by 
telephone because you don’t have broadband please e-mail it to the Derbyshire Dales Climate Hub on 

thedaleshub@gmail.com  The survey link is: https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/HMgZ4FfR  
 

• You may see a stall in Hall Leys Park during the week 5th-11th October where people are talking about the 

survey, the pandemic and the UK recovering from both.  It’s the Friends of the Earth ‘Green and Fair Recovery’ 
week.  If you want to participate, online or talking to people the link to the national campaign is 

https://takeclimateaction.uk/resources/green-and-fair-recovering-october-week-action  
 

• Derbyshire Dales Climate Hub (a subgroup of Derbyshire Climate Coalition) has a website 

https://derbyshiredalesclimatehub.wordpress.com where you can find a survey, results of the pre-pandemic 

survey and much more information about impacts locally and ideas for solutions. 
 

• Derbyshire Climate Coalition is a super-group of local climate groups.  Their previous webinars on Rolls 

Royce recovering from the pandemic, food security and more are on their YouTube channel online.  The next 
Zoom webinar from the coalition is on Global Climate Justice on 20th October in the evening.  Join on 

http://derbyshireclimate.org.uk/join-us/#joinUs to receive information on it. 
 

• Parliament’s national Citizen’s Assembly final report sets out a clear, internally consistent timely path for 

reaching the UK’s target of net zero emissions by 2050.  https://www.climateassembly.uk/report/    
  

Holy Trinity & St Mary’s Church Re-opening – Nick the Vic 
 

 

 

It’s been a very strange and worrying time for us all with Covid.  Churches were closed 

for many months and we are now allowed to open keeping to the Government and 
Church of England laws, rules and regulations. 
 

We are opening Holy Trinity Church on Wednesdays for private prayer from 16th 

September, 10.00 am-noon and hopefully restart the Sunday Services in October.  

Starting on Wednesday 7th October St Mary’s Church, Cromford will open weekly for 
prayer from 2.00 pm-3.00 pm. 

 
“Normal services will be resumed as soon as possible” but, with the rise in Coronavirus cases in England, who knows 

when?  We hope to open both Churches in October – please see our websites for up to date information. 
 

Community Speed Watch 
 

 
 

 
The Matlock Bath Community Speed Watch has now been set up.  We have 12 

willing volunteers who will shortly be heading out with a radar speed detection 

device to record excessive speeding in our village. 
 

All volunteers have received theory training covering all aspects of the initiative including health and safety.  We are 

currently waiting for the approval of our 4 nominated sites and once this has been agreed, volunteers will head out 
along with a member of Derbyshire Constabulary for a demonstration of the radar device.  Updates will be given in 

future editions of “A View from the Bath” and also on our website. 
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Contacting our MP, Ms Sarah Dines  
  

 

 

As residents will know this year has been very challenging for our village with problem after problem 
as well as residents trying to cope with the effects of Covid 19 and a sheer lack of social distancing 

by visitors to the village. 
 

Although the Parish Council has reported our problems and concerns to our MP on many occasions 
and invited her to meet us, socially distanced, of course, or even by Zoom, our offers have not been 

taken up.   However, we have recently heard that she is willing to meet with us and we are 
currently negotiating a date with her.  The Parish Council looks forward to the  

meeting so that it can elaborate on the problems we have encountered, and continue to encounter in the village.  We 

are aware that Sarah has been to Matlock Bath on a number of occasions but unfortunately has not successfully 
engaged with residents.  It is hoped that a report will be produced after the meeting to let residents know what we 

spoke about. 
 

Following a telephone call last week from a member of staff from her office, we have been asked to publish Sarah’s 
contact details as she is very keen to promote them to all in the constituency.  
 

You can write at any time to: Sarah Dines MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.  Telephone 0207 2196660 

E-mail sarah.dines.mp@parliament.uk   Website www.sarahdines.org.uk 
 

Electoral Review 
 

You will be aware that the Local Government Boundary Commission for England is currently reviewing the electoral 

boundaries for Derbyshire Dales District Council.  The Commission has accepted the Council’s submission on Council size, 

which will reduce the number of Ward Members from 39 to 34.  The next stage of the process is to redraw the Ward 
boundaries to ensure that statutory criteria are met.  Currently Matlock Bath has two District Councillors.  Under the 

review, this would be reduced to one. 
 

The Commission is consulting widely on this review.  Further details about the review are available on the Commission’s 
website at www.lgbce.org.uk where there is information about how to get involved and the kind of evidence the 

Commission is seeking in support of any proposed ward patterns.  In addition, the Commission’s consultation portal 

allows visitor to interact with online maps of the current electoral wards, draw their own boundaries and feed views into 
the consultation process directly.  The portal is available at https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk  Submissions can also be 

made by e-mail to reviews@lgbce.org.uk  
 

 

Cllr Joyce Pawley, at the Parish Council meeting on 23rd September said she would do all she could to ensure that 
Matlock Bath could keep both of its District Councillors. 

 

“Don’t’ Be a Tosser – Bin It!” - DDDC 
 

Derbyshire Dales District Council is urging residents to report areas in the district where litter and dog fouling are 

causing a problem under a new campaign – “Don’t be a tosser – bin it!”.  The summer has seen high volumes of litter 
across the district and DDDC is supporting community groups and individuals who are picking up litter and helping to 

keep it clean.  It’s not just litter, however, which continues to be an issue but dog fouling. 
 

DDDC estimate that 9 out of 10 dog owners pick up dog mess after their pets but that still leaves a significant number 
who don’t.  DDDC is therefore encouraging residents to report problem areas to them.  With this information DDDC will 

target those areas with the worst problems by patrolling and talking to dog owners to encourage responsible behaviour.  

DDDC also wants to support groups and individuals who want to help reduce the problem by providing pink chalk-based 
spray paint to highlight dog mess and put up signs. 
 

DDDC will also be providing dog mess bag dispenses on some of their land where there is a problem to help encourage 

dog owners to pick up after their pets.  If you are aware of problem areas in Matlock Bath, please contact the Clerk who 
will report it to DDDC.   
 

 

A View from the Bath’ is edited and published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace,  
Derby Road, Matlock Bath and printed by Matlock Print using FSC Certified Sources 

Please recycle this Newsletter responsibly 
 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Telephone: 07914 420545 
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